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5 Wings many i have. EET the. 


Editor's printed Propoſals, whom he has 
reaſon to think willing—though they never noti- 

fied their intention to ſubſcribe, he hopes They 
will not take it amiſs, that he has not inſerted 


2 


1 8 to do it without ſuch notification. 
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PHE, Fork here offered th, ch rh Aa 
is That which Dr. Lardner. took. ſu 


macs pains to procure, before he publiſhed, 


the third Volume of his Collection of Teſs 
timonies. Inq tries, he tells us, ha! 


been made. for it, at Ts defire,. both' 'Ut 
Paris and in Holland, without ſucceſs,” — 


2 the Book had then been publiſhed 


He was. therefore: obliged. to 
is, laſt Volume without being able. 


of Wc. I believe there, are 
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| with one of them. Upon peruſing it, 1 | 
told. him, that, in my opinion, it well „e 
ſerved to be tranſlated; for that it might 
do conſiderable good in an age ſo far gone 
in immorality and infidelity. When ſeve- 
ul perſons, equal to much greater things, 
1 whom I fain would have prevailed upon to 
il a . undertake the taſk, had declined it, I then 
| Judged it more eligible to have it uſhered 
into the world by a leſs Kkilful band, por 
not ts be brought to light. a 
1 Dr. Lardner's Book is, undoubtedly, a 
1 more full and perfect Work of the kind} 
| \ but, as it is alſo more voluminous and ex- 
penſive, conſiſting of four Volumes in Qgarto, 
' it does by no means prectude the uſeful- 
neſs and neceſſity of This. To thoſe who | 
are not poſſeſſed, or do not chuſe to go o | 
the price of his, it may ferve as'a good 
Subſtitute ; the proof and deduction | 
_ here complete, though carrred down to the 
W| fourth Century only. For, as [hs Door 
WW  Hiniſdlf owns, the Teſtimonies of the fourth, 
1 - fifth, and ſixth Centuries, are hot ſo valuable 
bu _— important as thoſe of the three firſt. By 
W | perſons whohave his it may be rerkoneda pro- 
1 Lo r there HED forge 4 2 in 5 


e 1 inn | 1 1 of fins Corel 7 
Proof; beſides an inpettions argument, in 


ſuppoſed ſilenes of Joſephus concerning Jeſus | 
Chriſt; à ſmart and excellent retort upon 
the Infidel, who triumphs in the learned 
Chriſtian's conceſſion, that the Jewiſh Hiſ- 
torian has ſaid nothing at all of our Os 

| though he lived fo neut his time. £ 


The Book, therefore, well deſerves to be 
-rinlated' into Engliſh. But ſome reputable 
perſons; entertaining too high an opinion of 
my abilities, have been pleaſed to aſk, Why = 
1 do not chuſe to publiſſi ſomething of my 
'own, rather than turn into Engliſh the com- 
' Pofitions' of others? The queſtion is civil 

7 and flattering: and I muſt give the fame 
anſwer to it, which a Working maſon might 


to Ote, who ſhould afk him, why he does 
not rather chuſe to be a Mafſter-builder, than 


to work upon another man's plan and ma- 


ter, but not for the former; and it muſt ; 
be Allowed that Lam the beſt judge of what 


Fa 


mouldets can, and what they cannot, bear. 
And, as I have reaſon to been thit, be- 


Hides" befeßtting my _ I can, at the 
e os 25 : a 2 | 5 its - Ay 


4 . 
* 
— — 2 
7 x 


- favour of the Chriſti cauſe; built upon the 8 5 


_ terid ? 1 chiak myſelf qualified fot the lat-. 


e ſtrength, or rather weakneſs; of wy 
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an do ſome little good in the World, 0 
II am contented with the occupation; and 
22 m ready to own, that my only merit is 
BY. having contributed to make an uſeful and 18 

| ſonable Book more known and read. 


# I Theſe reaſons might, perhaps, be tread. | 
1 |  Lafficient z but, indeed, I was not without 
1 others. I found the infirmities of age ad- 
vancing upon me apace, I wiſh the Reader 
may not think this egotiſm and ſelf- prating 
to be one of them. —inſomuch that I had 
not been able to perform my duty in the 
Wl | Pulpit or the Deſk for ſome years. And, as 
one would not. be quite idle and uſeleſs 
= when one is old, I wanted ſome object to 
W | - purſue, and was glad to lay hold of one that 
1 was ſuited to my years and profeſſion. If ; 
BW ever I had talents for any thing higher, " " 
am ſure I have not Now, having paſſed that 
| BÞ point of life, which the Femin Se * 
3 Age of Mes. FOE 
| 5 But, though no one NG; Faſt aſhamed of 
i 1 * humbler employment of traliring; yet 
| ſome apology may be thought neceſſary for 
ſolliciting ſubſcription. to a Work that is not 
9 original. The Tranſlator believes It is not 
uſual. He begs leave, therefore, to add, to 
n he faid in his . That, the 
18. 1 . 
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ſefuln ſs of the Work confidered; it was 
very likely ſome other Tranſlation might, 


1 had the Work been more known, he 


is perſuaded: would have been publiſhed be- 
fore his could be printed off. In ſuch 
cuaſe, without the ſupport of a ſubſoription, = 


his time, labour and money, would All 
have been ſpent to a fruitleſs purpoſe. The 


apprehenſion of ſuch anticipation and loſs 
made him preſume upon the good-nature = 
and aſſiſtance of his friends. AP he has 
fince found, in fact, that ſuch an apprehen- a 
ſion Was not ill- grounded for, as à friend 


of his, at Oxford, informs him, about the 


time he ſent abroad his Propoſals, a French 

Gentleman at Oxford was encouraged to ſet 
about an Engliſh Tranſlation of the ſame 

Work; bat, not being able to procure the 
Book, in London or e was obliged to y 


am. a * FE 4 > 48) L i, 4 
4 N * 


1 5 W may, | Lot 
8 will be aſked, which it more be- 
hoves him to anſwer: Why, after promiſing. , 
two Volumes, he publiſhes one without the 


other? His anſwer is This: When he had 
finiſhed: what is contained in this firſt Vo- 


lame, and had made ſome progreſs in the 


| Proofs, of which- the ſecond is: to conſiſt, 
4 + | | _ a 3 | 


be 


— —— 
—— ——— 


of, 
r e AAA 16 oe 
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and Cambridge, in which only he was likely 


wards completing the Work in the manner 
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he found there was a multitude of Books i 


to be conſulted, of which he was not 1275 5 
ſeſſed, nor any other perſon, probably, in 


the whole County, And, as he had pro- 
miſed, in his Propoſals; that the Tranflation 


of them ſhould not be made from the French, 
but from the original Authors themſelves, 
he perceived it would take up a conſiderable 
time to execute that part of his undertaking, 


and to publiſh the two Valumes tagether; 


he held it, therefore, unreaſonable to with- 
hold from his Subſeribers the: firſt Volume 
for ſo long a time as might be requiſite for 


finiſhing and printing them both; »eſpecially _ 


as his infirmities might diſable him from vi- 
ſiting the two publick Libraries of Oxford 


to meet with all that he ſhould want, 


he had propoſed. | | 5 


Another conſideration that iu änbed bim ; 
to act Thus was, That this Volume might 
fairly be reckoned an entire Work of itſelf, of 
And, to make it more ſatisfactory to his 
learned Readers, he has added the References 
to thoſe paſſages of Heathen and . Jewiſh 
Writers, from whence the Proofs are taken; 
15 which they me n to conſult 1 

. as 7 
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3 themilres; and judge of hs ealidity 
| of the Proofs. He truſts, therefore, his good 
friends and Subſcribers will not be diſplea 
ſed, that he offers them this Volume, Alone, 
much ſooner than was or could be exp pected, 
if accompanied with the other; ſincee it is 
really a Whole of itſelf, and a. trifle more 
than "Half the price, at which the two Vo- 
lumes were rated, will be demanded by the 


i Editor, though he has introduced into This 


a large. and material part of what Was to 
have made up the ſecond, according to his 
original plan. As he has all along declined 
taking any ſubſeription- money, though of- 
fered, he thinks himſelf the more at ndert 
to alter that plan. No injury will be done 
to thoſe who chuſe to read the Proofs; be- 
cauſe, by the help of the References, they 
can have e to the Originals. And it 
may be conſtrued a kindneſs, to a conſi- 
derable part of his Subſcribers, to have col- 
lected into one Volume what was moſt va 
luable in the Author, and not to have put 
them to the expence of a ſecond, which would 
have been of no uſe to them, and which, 


- therefore, they would never have read. 


Beſides the addi tion of References, he has 
+ endeavoured to improve this Volume with 
N | 04 | ſome a 


ſome extracts from Moſheim, Lardner, and 
e e with Notes and Ob 


ſafe to continue this miracle, by rendering 
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ns of his own, which he muſt leave to the | | 
judgment and candour'of the Reader.” 


It would ill become him to conclude this 5 


Preface without acknowledging that this 


Work has been much improved by the juſt 
rematks and uſeful obſeryations of ſome 


friends, whoſe reputation for literary and. 
critical merit can receiye no acceſſion from” 


their being known to haye mended ſo poor 
a a performance as This, 5 

Though an under-workman, and” 2 poor 
one, bes cannot forbear joining heartily in 
that pious wiſh, wherewith the learned Pro- ; 
feſſor concludes his Book: 5 NT” 
May the Almighty. God, who, . whe” : 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, has been plea» 
ſed to employ only weak inſtruments, youch- 


this little Treatiſe yſeful towards convincing 


All thoſe of the truth of our holy Religion, 


who are ſo unhappy, : as e . Pauly: of | | 
or to eee „ I oo” aegt 
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E have been challe . 
1 Sie N unqueſtionable 1 of 
the fas 85 on which bur Len Religio g | 
pats to produce it 1 2 ere - 3 
| x Chriſtians, e p Un ue NT rc wh 
God; "ho was \ | BIR "Mp 
tianity with, every rw wy er 4 bi nt 3 
ſuffered. it to be withou t ſuch as way be „ 


drawn from. the confeſſion of its enemies. Fees : 
Not. that the Jews and Heathens had OH dl 
defign - of preſerving | the memory "of 3h Og 
Church's eſtabliſhment and increaſe ; at; . 


* 


hatred did'not permit them to 155 an accu- © : 


Ts * Penſees Philoſophiques, N. 46. Whos . 
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rate and impartial. account ale a e. 


8 
N iþ 
LP - 


| ſtroy. But ſee the ep of the- Divine 


counſels! The calumy „ the invectives, 
the ſcoffs, the abuſes, 55 edicts of proſerip- 


| tion, the een pr proſecutions, to which this 


averſion incited them, ſhew "us in what 


manner the Goſpel was ſpread ; and theſe 


are.the only Mefaoirs that remain @ us for 


compoſing this Hiſtory conformably to the 
plan we have. 7 to ourſelves. #1 Z 


S963 3 1H 


r. Huet, in hi e Demonſtratio "Evang 


11 1 f. nd 


lica, a T nd almoſt all the Learned, who, for 


5 theſe t two. laſt, Centuries, have written in 
F defence c of 8 have inſerted 3 in their 


l 


— — i 


Works what many 
the advantage of our Religion, Colonia, 
adding to theſe 'feveral Teſtimonies what 


might | WEE, to the knowledge of the 
Authors from whom. they 1 were taken, has 


| compoſed « of them an entire & treatiſe. This 
Book, when ſtripped of the ornaments fo- 
reign to the matter in hand, makes, but a 


1 


* The Chriſtian Religion yerided „ the w of Pagans, 
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mall part of hs which we here moneys to 
mY Publick. 2 * 15 5 


-» Pirſt, Pl EA be 80 a jr LI num 
* of monument honourable. to- Chriſ- 


tignity, Feet 3c 73962 


Secondly, We 3 av A a He tim | 


pily extorted from the mouths of Heathens 


in our favour, but. moreover. the calumnies 


which paſſion has: dictated to them againſt 
us/z and we ſhew, from the facts alledged 
or ſuppoſed. j in theſe llanders, that they con- 
tribute no leſs to the glory of the Church, | 
than. the encomiums which aur N 
towed upon it. 

Thirdiy, In this Work we join the Jews 


to the Heathens,. becauſe, as the former are 


not leſs our enemies than the latter, their 


eyidence for us ought not to be of leſs 
weight, We fetch from Joſephus an irre- 


fragable: proof of the reality of Chriſt's mi- 
racles, without making any uſe of the fa- 


mous paſſage to be found in that Hiſtorian 
concerning this Divine Saviour. We pra- 
duce e Hanges of the T en, the 
| Mi- 


n The aur H OR. 


Midraſehio; and the moſt ancient Rabbies; 
large extracts from the Book Toledoth, — 
whence ariſe very advantageous e 1 
to the cauſe. we are defending. e 
Fourthly, We do not arisfy exc 
with tranſeribing here ſome detached paſ- 
ſages; we'form's connected Miner of" ** 
Eſtabliſnment of Chriſtianity- Pins ve. 
Fifthiy, We particulariſe, in a ſet! Dif- 
eourſe, every thing ſurpriſing that offers it- 
ſelf in ehis Eſtabliſhment, and we ſhew that 
ene 1 ed _ Wore: of che Moſt 
High. N DJ, „„ .- 
go Sy. At the conchiſion of a narrative 
we have, in many places, been careful to 
print the monuments, which are the proofs 
of its truth and genuineneſs. This atten- 
\ tion, which is always uſeful, appeared to 
us neceſſary here, on account 05 the impor- 
tance of the ſubject. In a matter ſo intereſt- 
ing every one ought to be enabled ta read 
the depoſitions of the witneſſes in the very 
words they have uſed, in order to convince 
himſelf that the ſenſe of them has not been 
perverted. Our proofs, then, will exhibit 
a N 8 0 
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PREFACE.” 5 t 


the Teſtimonies of Greek and ONS weve jp 


in their reſpective Languages, with a Traaſ- 
lation at the head of them, fot thoſe; Fey 70 
are not able to conſult the Originals. 


We not only lay theſe paſſages 8 0 
them, but we diſcuſs them, and give them 


more "ſtrength and clearneſs by comparing 


them together; we obviate the exceptions 
that the ſevereſt criticiſm is able to oppole 


to them. In ſhort, as, in the monuments 


which we might have employed, there are 
ſome which able perſons have deemed doubt 


ful or ſuſpected, we have not made any uſe 
of them, but have placed them at the end 


of the Work, under the title of Conteſted 
Proofs ; but, hecauſe the cenſure that has 
been paſſed upon them hath appeared to us 


too ſevere, we have uſed our beſt endea- 


vour to eſtabliſh their authority, and to an- : 
ſwer every thing that Hoo! been ee eh 


rob tam: We. T5 9 453 


As we do not allow e to cok ufs 


of any dcr but thoſe which Jews and 


Heathens ſupply. us with, it muſt ts: wr 
9 8 that g8ps: el be 195888 in the natta- 


tion. 
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our ancient enemies, by the extraordinary 
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dee We wess weils g Alt Gch 
with even the beſt atteſted accounts of | 
_ Chriſtian Authors, that we might not de- 


prive our Work of the moſt valuable of its 


advantages, That of evincing the wonder- | 
 fal Works of Jeſus, his Apoſiles, and their 


Diſciples, by the Teſtimony of Adverſaries 
m_ nes prot es theſe. a ep * 


Here, et we e to 1 Were f 
Cheiſtanity the only kind of proof which 
they affe& to require of us, and to which 


they conſent to yield; the confeffion of per- 


ſons not prepoſſeſſed in favour of our Reli- 


| gion ; and who, far from ſhewing it any 


countenance, laboured with all their might 
to ſuppreſs it. They will ſee, by the can- 
dour with which we relate the objections of 


care we take not to diſſemble their ſenti- 


ments, that we deſire not to take any one 
by ſurpriſe, but only to ſet forth the truth. 


They will be ſenſible how unjuſt the re- 
proach is, which they have fo often caſt on 


5 of having endeavoured todeſtroy all 


FS the 
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PREFACE, ; 
the monuments that made againſt their Faith. 
Far from being afraid of their being known, 
ve produce them ourſelves, becauſe they 


form a moſt complete demonſtration in our 
favour. _ | Bog 


L intreat all wal e Chriſtians, who 

ſhall read this Work, not to loſe ſight of 
my deſign; and remember, that it is not T 
myſelf, but Jews and Heathens, who ſpeak 
in this Hiſtory. Then they will be fo far 
from being offended at the blaſphemies here 
related, that they will bleſs the Providence 
of God, and will confirm themſelves in the 

Faith, while they ſee the advantages we draw | 
from this e 
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N the teig of Tiberius a man 

1 called Telus, by nation a Jew ?, 
born. of a poor woman, ſuppoſed to 
be the ſon of a Carpenter *,' and him- _ 
{elf of the ſame - ocoupation 5, of a2 
mean figure and low - ftature *, ga- 
thered together in-Judea a com pany. 
of fiſhermen, illiterate; unpoliſhed, _ 
ignorant perſons, and infamous, ac. 
cording to the account of the Hea- 
thens, for their diſorderly lives 7. 
He gave himſelf out for the Mefliah 
promiſed to the, Jews, for the _ 

„ 00; 


— 8 n 
. n 


| . Meſſenger of Heaven, the Sed 
God *. He taught a Doctrine ſo ſub- 
lime, that Reaſon could not compre- 


en che reins of Jughibe ad Sig 


Devil a. Pilate, at their inſtance, 
put him to an ignominious death up- 
on he . wy Some days aſter, his 


r e 
2 


His Diſciples maintained 
riſen '**: The Jews, on the contrary, 
gave out, that his'body had been-ta- 


7 aus 


hend it *; and a Morality ſo pure, 
that his enemies haye been forced to- 


_ admire its perfection, or conſtrained to 


cenſure it as im practicable; he gave 
command to his Diſciples to travel into 


all parts of the world, to cauſe his doc- 


trine and his precepts to be embra- 
ced ”, and to eſtabliſh his religion up- 


The Jews looked upon him as an Im- 
poſtor, and, en the miracles he 
performed * to the power of the 


body was not to be found in che fp 
pulebre, wherein it had been laid. 
d, that he was 


3 f 


N 


ken away in in the night-time; te f Ne: 
| it believed; that he was again alive: 
They declared afterwatd, that he was 


raiſed by the power of Necrom ancy : 


At laſt, they publiſhed in their Wri- 
tings, chat the body of Jeſus had been 
| taken and concealed by Judas, Who 
ſhewed it to the people, when the 
— preached his Reſurrection . 
After the death of Jeſus, ſo. ne of the _ 
Jews made profeſſion of his doctrine ?; 
dut thoſe who declared themſelves hs 
Diſciples were perſecuted with fo much 
violence; that the Heathens thought 
there was an end of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. But it was quite the reverſe: 
This religion gathered new ſtrength, 
and ſpread itſelf from Judea over the 
whole world with a ſurpriſing rapidi- 
ty le * An infinite number of „ 
ſons embraced it: Thoſe who 3 4 
ed it wrought miracles; which were 
| n by the He 


athens to Magie, 
B „„ as 
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as were thoſe. of Jeſus, their Maſter ; 7 
They uttered prophecies which were | 
verified by the event 
The Jews ſettled at Rome had = 
warm contentions among themſelves 
with regard to the Meffiah **, that was 
| preached to them, that the Emperor 
Qlaudius drove them from that pie | | 
pt the world. 
ll In the tenth year of the. reign of 
IB | VI two thirds of the. City of Rome 
| 5 were burnt down . It was thought 
that the Emperor himſelf ae 8 
Nero, in order to throw the crime on 
ſome one elfe, with exquiſite cruelty 
put the Chriſtians to death as the in- 
cendiaries. © The ſufferers,” fays Ta- 
eitus, © were perſons hated for their 
a infamous practices, whom the people 
1 called Chriſtians from Chriſt, their 
75 Leader, who was put to death under 
the reign of Tiberius by Pontius Pilate, 
1 ee of Judea. But this perni- 
| fe... | a 8 cious 


# 9923 ...er — 


au Seed, r Bering 


which every thing filthy and flagitious 
® meets and ſpreads. All thoſe, who 


confeſſed themſelves to be of this reli- 


gion, were firſt apprehended, and their 


information diſcovered 0 vaſt number 


of others, who were joined with 


them, not ſo properly for being char- 


ged as incendiaries, as for bein gene- 
mies of mankind. Their execution 


was aggravated with inſult and deri- 
ſion: for they covered them with ſkins © | 
of wild beaſts, and caufed them to be 


devoured by dogs: : or they flxed 


them on croſſes, and for them on fire, 


that they might erve for lights i in the 


night-time. Nero Allowed the uſe of 
his gardens for this ſhow, and added 
to it the diverſions of the Circus; Where 
he was to | 


JF. - -. > a 


for ſome time, ſprouted up afreſh, not 
only in the place of its birth, but in 
Rome itſelf, the common- ſuer in 


e ſeen either driving his 


* 
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cChariot himſelf, or mixed with the 
mob inthe dreſs of a charioteer: 18 


on which account, though theſe cruel- 


ties were practiſed on perſons who for 


their crimes deſerved capital puniſh» 
ment, yet people could not help pity- 


ing 6 Lib 5 becauſe Nero executed N 


them, got for any benefit to the ee 


but to gratify his private cruelty.” 

Suetonius deſcribes the perſecution 
i Nero in theſe few words“: * He 
inflicted various puniſhments o the 
Chriſtians ; a race of men addicted it : 
a new ſuperſtition, and to * Magic.” 

Seneca the Philoſopher, Jurenal | 


g and his 1 Commentator, ac- | 
| quaint us, that Nero puniſhed the 


Magicians, 4s ordering Fi to be co- 


vered with wax and 5 combnlſtible - 


materials; and that, after having put 
a ſharp ſtake under the chin, to make 


them keep upright, he cauſed them to. 


be burnt e to give light to the 
. i 


** ebe te apa f Mag 5 
tians, leave no-room to doubt that it | 


as Juvenal and his — N 
Within thirty years after the 5 
of Jeſus, there was already at Rome, 
though ſo remote from Judea, an in- 
f nite number of Diſeiples: and of what 
Clogs Of men, who avowed his 
Can Philoſophy, with all her pride, 
ſhew any thing like it? Let Hor re- 

| count tows hr Marys. 
At this time lived A rolloalas Thyac 
nens, A Pythagorean Philoſopher , 
who travelled over almoſt all the Pro 
vinces of the Empire, confirming the - 
people in the worſhip of the Gods. 
Idolatry therefore had its Apoſtles: | 
according to Philoſtratus, he worked 
| _—_ miracles ; he. foretold future 
2 . B + 9 events, 


of their lives 


14.4: 


thing tranſacted in the moſt 


pened in the reign of Nerva, ſtatues 
were erected to him, and divine ho- 
nours were paid him. As his ſe- 
pulchre was no- where to be found, 
ſome ſaid, that he was taken up into 
Heaven. Thus did nen let b 
a rival to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Veſpaſian, going to Rome to 8 


ſome days at Alexandria . Tacitus 
and Suetonius relate, that has cured . 
there a blind and a lame perſon by the 
power of the God Serapis. en 
while the Diſciples of Jeſus were per- 
forming miracles to deſtroy n 


tion to them, in order to ſupport it. 


Prince, Titus, his ſon, put an end to 
the war of Judea. Hiſtory. no-where 


events, and was acquainted with every. 


poſſeſſion . of the Empire, 4 IPs: - 5 


the Heathens ſet up others in oppoſi- 


preſents | 


places. After his death, which hap- 7 


In the firſt year of the reign of this MM 


= IRE 
S 


8 


1 1 


thirteen hundred thouſand Jews periſh- 


ed there by the fword or by famine *; _ 
a hundred thouſand were ſold as ſlaves, 
Jeruſalem was deſtroyed, her Temple 
burned, and the Divine vengeance diſ- 
played itſelf by ſo many prodigies 2, - Ws 


and was if clearly manifeſted in this 


terrible deſolation, that even the Hea- 


thens acknowledged it. Let us endea- 
your: to diſcover what the crime was, 


which God ne in fo Said: 2 


manner. 
The Talmud rapes 1 akeo 
the Meſſiah ſhall appear , he ſhall 


be acknowledged only by a small num- | 


ber of the Jews; and ſhall be reject- 
ed by the bulk of the nation; that the 


Meſſiah ſhall be a rock of offence to 


the two Houſes of Iſrael, and an oc- 
caſion of falling to the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem; that the Jews hall een 
be eee ei 
Jeſs 


preſents to us ſo dreadful a cataſtropthe: 1 
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Jeſus of Nazare came at the time 
* the Jews — that the 
Meſſiah was to appear. He is the 
only one who at that time gave him - 
{elf out to be the Meſſian: he proved 
this claim by miräcles, which the 


nation, looking u 
poſtor, cauſed him to be put to death, 
_— cars after his death 
people bad trial of the dels misfor- 
tunes ; the moſt conſiderable" part 


dif perſed over the whole world—adif- 
perſion and captivity which has conti- 
nue for ſeventeen Centuries. It can- 
not be doubted then, that the ſtrange 
calamities which this unhappy people 


15 flicted on them as a puniſl | 
OTE * Jeſus of Nazareth to nk 


and 


Jews own to be real “;: he had but 
few Diſciples; and the body of the 
pon him as an Im- 


the Jewiſh 


 offhermwas maſſkered byahie Mees; 
others were carried away as ſlaves, and 


has ſuffered, and ſtill ſuffers, were cond 


B =5 © * „ a am wo. 


VCC 


a chat Jew was realh 
= | 

The e mender . who. | 
eaighad fromthe ſword of the Romans, 


| 1 


ſhould have grown wiſe by ſo many 


diſaſters, and e for the 
Meſſiah him, whoſe death had brought 


upon their nation ſuch accumulated 


vyengeance from Heaven; but, on the 
eee theſe unhappy wretches grew 


> and more obſtinate, and har- 
Jeni themſelves in their hatred againſt 
Jeſus and his Diſciples; This appeary 


from the prayer * which one of them, 


called Samuel the Little, compoſed, 


about the end of the firſt Century, 


which has always been ſolemnly recited 


in the Synagogues. - They there pray 


to God, * Let there be no hope for 
Apoſtates 3 let all Heretics periſh by 


a ſudden death; let the Kingdom of 
Pride be bivken: and brought to nought 
SIP heiße de Than O Lord 


God, 
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humbleſt this peo N 
By the Heretics and Apollate "Ml 
Goh of are meant thoſe who left 
Judaiſm. to enter into the Chriſtian 
Church ; as by the Wicked and the 
Mise of Pride are ſignified | the 
Romans and their Empire. The aver- 
ſion of the Jews to Chriſtianity went 
ſo far, that they would not ſuffer their 
ſick to go for a cure to thoſe who 
worked miracles in the name of Je- 
ſus: they c carried their rage to ſuch 
a heighth, as to tell the Believers, that 
it had been better for them to have 
continued in Paganiſm than toembrace 
the Goſpel f., £3 
The Chriſtians, who Hal to gbr 100 
againſt the ſeduction of falſe miracles, 
and to oppoſe the hatred of the Jews, 
become moreover a prey to the fury of 
the Pagans and the perſecution. of 
Domitian. Bruttius, a Heathen Hiſ- 
OS | torian, 


1 I 


torian 7, cited by Euſebius in bis 
Chronicon for the year thirty - ſix, ſays, 


that many Chriſtians ſuffered martyr- 
dom under that Emperor, among whom 
was Flavia Domitilla, niece of the 
Conſul Flavius Clemens, who was 
baniſhed into the Iſland Pontia, for 
having publicly y confeſſed herſelf a 
Chriſtian. We read in Pliny” Letter 
to Trajan , that there were Believers 
who had ee their religion twen- 

ty years before, which points out the 
perſecution of Domitian. Dio writes *, 
that, in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Domitian, this Prince put to death 
many * perſons accuſed of Atheiſm, 
in the number of which was the Con- 


ſul Flavius Clemens, his couſin, who 


had eſpouſed Flavia Domitilla, his re- 
lation: a crime, adds the Hiſtorian, 


for which many others were condemn- 


ed, who had embraced the cuſtoms, of 


the be Jena 3 Fart of whom were put to 


death; 


death; _ were 


Tagen at erg time ; confortrded 3 


whom they reproached with Atheiſm. 
Some of them acknowledged, that the 


ſaid, that the object of their worſhip 
was the figure of an AG®. But Atheiſm 


. Cridians ſhowed for al ſubluazey things: | 


+: Tr de 4 
ſpoiled & chete 
ds, ne: rg <a ens, 


tianity with Judaiſm ; they looked up- 


on it as a particular Sc& of that Reli- 


gion. They were not Jews therefore 


Jews adored the God of Heaven: others 


was one of the moſt common accuſa- 


Ap tions brought againſt the Chriſtians, 


as will be ſeen in ** ſequel. Sueto- 
nius writes *, that tay Conſul Cle= 
mens was 5 5 deſpicable on account 


oſchis ſlothfulneſs; * and, as this was 
one of the reproaches which the Hea- 
thens caſt on the Faithful “, it is very 


probable that the Conſul Clemens, bis 


This reproach was founded on the indifference which 


wiſe 


Boliitian; fas : ds of Chriſ- 
_ tianity. Dio adds the Conſul Acilius 
Glabrio ® to the number of thoſe who 
were accuſed of Atheiſm, and put to 
death by Domitian, Pomponia Græ- 
eina likewiſe appears to have been a 
Chriftian . That illuſtrious Roman 
Lady, according to Tacitus, was in 
the time of Nero accuſed of foreign 
fuperſtitions, by which words the » 
Pagans en to 1 our 980 
Lows 16h | 
* Chriſtianity, in its very infancy, 
has already made its way into the 
houſhiold of the Cæſars, and perſons 
of Conſular rank are Ae Long _ 

eiples of Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
© Pliny, exereiſing the office of Pro- 
conſul in Bichynia and Pontus 


® N (who wrote in the time of Adrian pe 
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5 nin ok Rroninend a grea 
ber of Chriſtians ; he thought it his 
duty to conſult the Emperor Tran 


ing thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, I 
am unacquainted not only with the 
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both on his paſt and future conduct in 


regard to them, and wrote to him the 
ER Letter concerning that 80 


'T the Emperor T rajan'* as 


"> 


I is a rule, Sir, which FY ins | 
violably obſerve, to refer myſelf to 
you in all my doubts; for who is more 
capable of removing my ſcruples, or 


informing my 1gnor ance ?. Having ne- 
ver been preſent at any trials concern= 


nature of their crimes, or the: meaſure 


of their puniſhment, but how far it ; 


is proper to enter into an examination 


concerning them. Whether therefore 
any difference is uſually made with re- 


ſpect to the ages of the guilty, or no 


diſtinction i is to be obſerved between 


= MY TR” MPT 


FTY HILARY 


TS Si 


and the adult; 


2 WE man has been once 'a Chri- 
„it avails nothin ing to deſiſt from 


| oc 


al act, or only the api ar 
nr with the profeſſion; are 


| puniſhable; in all theſe” points: Fam 
greatly doubtful. In the mean while, 

the method I have obſerved towards 
thoſe | have 3 before | 


tians 19 i ain confeſſed ; I repeated 
the queſtion again twice, adding threats 
at gina time; ROS if N l 


0505 be 
ſuaded, w 
opinions mi ght 
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| Pang of Rome, I directe 
carried thither, But this crime fpread- 
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Fa] 
als brought before tne! peſſeſſed with 
tuation, but, being citt- 
ted them to be 


ing las is uſually the caſe) While it 
was actually under proſecution, ſeve- 


ral inſtances of the ſame nature oc 


eurred. An information was preſent- 


ed to me, without an) name ſubſori- 
Lg Ion ac 


4 e agaipft rr 


devied ha were — 


ever been ſo. They repeated after me 


an inyocation to the Gods, and offer 
ed _—_— rites with eren e 


this purpo pole —— to bebreugbt | 


together with thoſe of the Gods) and 
even reviled the name of Ohriſt: 
whereas there is no forcing, it is ſaid, 
thoſe, who are really Chriſtians, into a 


compliance with any of theſe articles. 


I. NR Prager therefore to diſ- 
8. @ enn 


2 


* „ © 


* 


charge them. Some among thoſe) 


who. were accuſed: by a witneſs in per- 


tians; but immediately after d 


it; while the reſt owned indeed, that 


. had os of eee erb 
— A0 a fil e — 


years ago) forſaken that error. They 


all worlkjpped your Narve, and be 
images of the Gods, throwing out im- 


ate fame time againſt the 


name of Chriſt: they affirmed the 
ole of their guilt or error was, that 


chey met on a certain lated day before 


it was light, and addreſſed themſelves 


in A form f prayer to Chriſt; as to 
ſome God, binding themſelves by a 


ſolemm oath, not for the purpoſes of 
but neyer to com- 


any wicked deſign, 
mit any fraud, theft, or adultery; 
never to falſify their word, nor deny 
a wk when they ſhould be called up- 
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more than an abſurd; and exceſſive ſu⸗ 
perſtition. I thought proper | there= 
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was their cuſtom to — and then 
re- aſſemble to eat in common a harm- 


leſs meal. From this cuſtom, ho]. 
ever, they deſiſted after the publica- 
tion of my Edict, by which, accord- 


ing to your orders, I forbad the meet= 
| g of any aſſemblies. Aſter recei ing 
this account, I judged it ſo much the 


more neceſſary to endeavour. to extort 
the real truth by putting two female 
" ſlaves to the torture, who were faid 
to adminiſter in6heie religious fune«- 

tions: but I could diſcover nothing 


fore to adjourn. all farther proceedings 
in this affair, in order to confult with 

it appe ars to be a matter 
highly deſerving your conſideration; 
more eſpecially, as great numbers muſt 


be involved in the danger of theſe pro- 
| Getty ; this i _— having already 


v1 extended, 


* 43 
extended, and deing ſtill likely | to ex- 
r to perſons of all ranks and ages, 
l eyen of both ſexes: for this con- 
ragious ſuperſtition is not confined-to 
the cities only, but has ſpread its in- 


fection into the country villages. Ne- 


vertheleſs, it ſtill ſeems poſſible to re- 
medy this evil, and reſtrain its pro- 
greſs. The Temples at leaſt, which 
Were once AUMNON damen £ begin now 
lemnities, after a long intermiſſion, 
are again revived,. while there is a ge- 
de and for the victims, which, 
for ſome time paſt, have met with 
| but few. purchaſers. From hence it 


is eaſy to imagine, what numbers 


e: reclaimed. from this error, 
a to NO wow 


and the facred ſo- 
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« Tax method you] have purſued, my 
dear Pliny, in the proceedings againſt 
thoſe Chriſtians, which were brought 
before you, is extremely proper; as 
it is not poſſible to lay down any fixed 
alan by which to act in all caſes of 
this nature. But I would not have 
you officiouſly enter into any inquiries 
concerning them, If indeed they 
ſhould be brought before you, and 
the crime be proved, they muſt be 
puniſhed: with this reſtriction how 
ever, that where the party de ies him- 
ſelf to be a Chriſtian, and ſhall: make 
it evident that he is not, by invokin 
our Gods, let him (notwithſtanding 
any former ſuſpicion) be pardoned up- 
on his repentance. Informations with- 
out the Accuſer's name - ſubſcribed 
ought not to be received in proſecu- 
tions af any fort 3, 3. a8 it is introducing 


a very 


„„ Th 1 
a very dangerous precedent, and by no 


7 
t 
1 $i 
— Lf 


? FRE "IF + 


1 ee the decrer oft a Prinee 
(who had the title of Optimus given 
him) againſt men, who not only gave 
no diſturbance to the Community, but 
f. it by their ſtrengthened 
"bb! wo their eres and GT 
; "They! were at- char! time in gibi 
numbers all over the Empire for we 
may judge of other Provinces by Bi- 
w and Pontus, and Rome itſelf. 
hermore che aloendeney of Chrif- 


world would embrace — 
. the aps, of the Gods wou 1d 
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means eee to the _— of my 
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| the 8 laſted ; for ſome-con- 4 
verts had renounced Chriſtianity: three 
years,” and others twenty years 
apoſtacy, which, in perſons at- | 
tached to their religion with ſo re- 
ſolute an obſtinacy, could be imputed 
to nothing but the fear of torments. 
This perſecution was ordained 50 the 
Imperial laws; for it was carried on 
Judicially by the Magiſtrates. ' - 
It is a circumſtance well . ro- 
marking that thoſe among the Chriſ- 
tians, who renqunced their religion, 
were pardoned. Now criminals con- 
vict cannot eaſily. eſcape puniſhment i 
1 riſtians it was other- 
wiſe. They could put a ſtop to their-. 
ſufferings by pranouncing a fer words. 
What firmneſs of ſoul chende mut abe 
requiſite, hat conſtancy of © —_ 
o ſuffer with reſolution. cruel tor- 


= Ta " 4 ” 
a oF Ss . 12 £ it <«. 
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=_ . 
ments, which r eſe it hw theie 
power to avoid? bn . 
The Church was at + clone . 
oſed to a tryal more: formidable than 
the perſecutionof 3 There 
oſe an aſtoniſhing number of Here- 
ee DOUT od, by their ſecducing 
arts, to rob has Chriſtians of that 
faith; which they had for courage- 
ouſly held faſt in the midſt of tor- 
ments—a nd e from which 
God has not e TRE to deli- 
yer his Church. it Ol kritieti! 
About the ane time wer Jews : 
that they might not give up to the 
Chriſtians — glory of miracles, and 
to make it believed that, notwithſtand- 
ing their misfortunes, they were ſtill 
— people of God, betook themſelves 
to the forging " | miracles; & for we 
read in their books, that the Rabbi 
Joſuah, who lived under Trajan, had 
the art of flying by the power of the 
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| lived under ee raj n 
. 
was raiſed ern 1 
 Minucius Fundanus, Proconſul of Afi, 
a reſcript favourable to the 


and this was the tenor of it:: 


I nave received the letter 


his Excellence Serenius Granianus, 


your predeceſſor, wrote to me. This 
18 2a matter, which in my opinion 
ſhould be inquired into, were it only 
to prevent diſturbance arg given to 


8 "faroiſh 


4 a Bun W- of Py eos ae 
Chriſtians may anſwer: for themſelves, 
let den us ls: me d, and not 


one then informs a 


the heinouſneſs of his crime deſerves. 


tv) 


purſue them with riotous Geras 
and clams only: for it belongs. 


moſt properly to you to tale cogni- 


zance of theſe accuſations; If any + 
gainſt the Chriſ- 
tians, and makes it appear; that they 


act in any thing contrary to the laws, | a 


do you paſs ſentence according to the 
nature of the offence: on the other 
hand, if any one's accuſation proves 
to be a mere calumny, T conjure you 
that you do not fail to puniſh him, as 


By this it may be ſcen, that, 


I why the Emperors ſet about mitiga- 


ting the rigour of the laws made a- 
gainſt the | Chriſtians, the populace by 


their inſurrections continued the per- 
ſecution. Through fuch tempeſts was 


the neceſſarily to poll before 


it reached its harbour.” © 


If there Ene, te be oiikc attibiigity 


| in the * of Adrian (inaſmuch as 


1 = it 


it was no diff -ult - matter to prove 
chat che Chriſtian Religion was in it- 
ſelf contrary to the laws of the Em- 
pire) it is probable, that this Prince 
5 explained it in favour of the Faith. 
ful: for Antoninus, who ſucceeded 
him, declares expreſly that his prede- 
ceſſor had not included the profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity among the crimes _ 
deſerved puniſhment. 
Ihe high opinion, which 25 Fam e · 
ror Adrian entertained of the Head of 
our Religion, had probably inſpired him 
with theſe ſentiments of lenity towards 
thoſe who profeſſed it. It is ſaid of 
this Prince they are the words of 
: Lampridius—that, he was willing to 
receive Jeſus Chriſt into the number 
of the Gods . He cauſed Temples to 


be erected in eye y city without images, 
which are called, even to this days 
Hadriani, becauſe they have no idols 
in in AB 3 "3 and were deſigned, as it is 
ſaid, 


EG "0 

ſaid,” by him for Chriſt. But be 
was hindered Sib conſecrating then 
to him by thoſe who; having conſulted! 
the Oracles, were ahſwefed, that, if 
that was permitted to be dene, in com- 
pliance with the Emperor's deſire, all 
the world would embrace the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the other Temples would 
be unfrequented and abandoned. 

The precautions here taken to toy 
the progreſs of Chriſtianity ſerved only 
to ſignalize the more its triumph over 
Idolatry; as it was ſeen to ſpread itſelf 
oyer the face of the earth, not only 
without the encouragement, but ehen 
againſt the Ih junctions of Princes. | 

We read in a letter, which Adr 1 
rote ®'toServianus, his brother-in-law, 


in the year 132, that the city of Alex 
andria was divided between the wor- 
ſhippers of Serapis and the Chriſtians, Ea, 
and *'that the latter” "Oe a” . 
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— 3 'T he —.— of, 0 un- 
happy nation acknowledged him in 
— character, and took up arms in 
ſupport of him. They were frequently 
| Ane . fx hundred 
thouſand with their Chief were ſlain in 
thoſe different battles: the reſt were 
made ſlaves, or diſperſed. This peo- 
ple, whoſe errors were always of a 
guilty kind, deſerved to be ſeverely 
puniſhed for receiving a falſe Meſſiah, 
as they had been an for rejecing 
| — Ou, n lh 

Adrian 1 not 5 * I hs 
favourable ſentiments he had for the 
Faithful. The Samaritan Chronicle 
relates, that in the 1 6th year of the 
Pontificate of Achbon, which con- 
cides with the 132d of our Lord, that | 
Emperor deſtroyed in Egypt a great t 

| annber of Chriſtians, „„ 
: The 
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be Bkichful Back b 
erlecution te endure at this 1 2 

the Philoſophers. Celſus the Epicu- 

E rean compoſed: a work aga * a Chriſt | 
122 which he-lvought together 
= our Religion: be begun then 
d read-the Old ak New: Teſta. 
went, and the Books.of the Chriſtian 


we to furniſh enn n 
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— . nor ms le, 
_ imagine uſeful to his obtain 
DH over the Church; he ſet 

mſelf a ring bf to rid e . 
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This Book of Celſus n us 

what was then the ſtate of the 

he ſays, that the number of Chriſtians 

was very great; that they performed 

extraordinary things; that they made 


their aſſemblies in ſecret, to eſcape the 


ben they were - apprehended; they 
were led to puniſhment z':and that,; 
before execution, they were nds 
paſs through all kinds uf torture. 

The Emperor Antoninus Pius, M6: 
ceflbri-of Adrian, either from a na- 
tural ſentiment as clemency, or from 
being moved by the innocent behaviour 
of the Chriſtians, put a ſtop to the per- 
ſecution of them. With this view he 
directed to the States of Aſia the fol- 
BE Edict in e eee r * 


| e au 


WhO refuſe to worſhip them, than 


© = 33 ] 
4 1 perſuaded that the Gods 
themſelves: will take care that ſuch 


men do not remain concealed: for it 


is more their concern to puniſh thoſe, 


yours: and yet; by e them and 


accuſing them as Atheiſts, you do but 
confirm them in their Nee re- 


ſolution: for it is eligible with 


them to be ee 3 to die for 


their God, than to continue in life: 
therefore they triumph over you in re- 


| ſigning theit lives; rather than comply 


wi: what you require of them. 
As to earthquakes paſt; or mevlent, 


it may not be amiſs to admoniſh you, 
who are deſponding, whenever they 
happen, to compare your own con- 
duct with theirs. On ſuch becaſions, 


they place their confidence firmly in 
their God; and you all the While in- 
fatuated as you ſeem to be, neglect the 


other - Gods, and alſo the — of 


3 5 the 


145 


the Eternal; and withal FOG” per- 
ſceeute unto death the Chriſtians: who 
do worſhip him. Now concernin 
theſe men ſeveral Governors of 
vinees formerly wrote to my Deified 
: Father, to whom he replied, 1 Hat he 
would not have ſuch men moleſte; 
unleſs it appeared that they had at- 
tempted ſomething againſt the Roman 
SGovernment: and 1 myſelf have re- 
ceived ſeveral informations concerning 
ſuch perſons, to which I returned an- 
ſwers conformable to my Father's ſen- 
timents. Therefore if any one ſtill 
2 perſiſts in bringing tre le on ſuch 
perſons, as Chriſtians, the perſon in- 
formed againſt ſhall be acquitted, even 
if he ſhould appear tobe really a Chriſ- 
tian, and the Informer nn aun : 


| de puniſhed. Mig (Lent FRROVS | 


ae is N to PT? Sy nes of AY 
Chriſtians to have for their Apologiſt 
a Prince fo reſpectable for his good 


qualities ; 4 


b — ofind him ne hap being 
caſting: off, or acting againſt,” theſe 
ntiments; by perſecuting thoſe ef 
whom he had ſpoken ſo 3 2 
for a celebrated Jewiſh Chr 
: fays*, that Judas the Holy, Prinee of 
Jewiſl nation, lived under three 
Emperors, Antoninus Pius, Mareus 
Aurelius, and Commodus, who! were 
wow favourable to the Jews.” 9 55 
The een of — " 
-whick-y probably happened in the reign | 
of Fact is a new proof of the 
Perſecution which is-ſpoken of in this 
Chronicle. Lucian, who has given 
us the hiſtory of this Fhiloſopher, re- 
lates, firſt of all, that in his pot 
he fell into ſhameful crimes, for which 
he was near N his life in Armenia 
and Aſia. He afterwards goes on in 
theſe words: I will not dwell upon 
theſe” crimes 3/ but I am perſuaded, 
3 D 2 | that 


1 36 1 
that what I am about to a 1 ell 
worthy of attention. There is none 
of you but knows that, being cha- 
gtined that his Father was ſtill alive, 
alter being turned of ſixty years of age, 
he ſtrangled him. The rumour of ſo 
black a crime being ſpread abroad, he 
betrayed his guilt by his fight: he 
wandered about in divers countries to 
conceal the place of his retreat, till, 
upon coming into Judea, he learned 
the admirable doctrine of the Chriſt- 
ans, by converfing' with their Prieſts 
and Teachers. In a little time, he 
ſhewed them, that they were but chil- 
dren compared to him; for he be 
came not only a Prophet, but the 
Head of their Congregation; in a 
word, he was every thing to them: 
he explained their books, and compo-— 
ſed ſome himſelf; inſomuch that they 
ſpoke of him as a God, and conſidered 
as as their * and Ruler. 
However, 


C's F 1 
f However, nete people adore ahi 
great Perſon who. had been e 
in Paleſtine, as being the firſt who 
Era men that Religion. While 
theſe things were going on, Pere- 
grinus was apptehended, and pat 
in priſon, on aecount of his being 
a Chriſtian. This diſgrace loaded 
him with-honour—the very thing he 
ardently deſired; made bim more re- 
putable among thoſe, of that perſua- 
ſion, and furniſhed him with a power 
of performing wonders. - The Chriſ- 
tians, grievouſly afflicted at his con- 
finement, uſed their utmoſt efforts to 
procure him his liberty; and, as they 
ſa they could not compaſs it, they 
provided abundantly for all his wants, 
and rendered him all imaginable ſer- 
vices. | There was ſeen, by break of 
day, at' the priſon- gate, a company 
of old women, widows and orphans, 
00" wo 11 N corrup _—_— - 


N 5e of Aſia, to converſe with wr 
to comfort him, and to bring him 


of amaſſing great riches: for theſe p 00 r 
creatures are firmly perſuaded: chey ſhall 
one day enjoy immortal life.  There- 
fore they deſpiſe death with wonderful 
courage, and offer themſelves volun- 
tarily to puniſhment. Their firſt Law- 


ET 
ed the Guards with money, caſe the 


night with him: r they 


together of elegant repaſts, and enter 
teined one another with religious diſ- 
courſes. They called that excellent 


man the New Socrates. There came | 
even Chriſtians, deputed from many 


en of money: for the care and 
diligence. which the Chriſtians exert in 
theſe junctures is incredible: they ſpare 


nothingi n ſuch caſes ; they ae there- 


fore large ſums to Peregrinus, and his 
confinement was to him an. occaſion T2 


giver has put it into their heads, that 
they are > all brethren. | Since 2 = 


wag ol peat his — or 
deſpiſe, therefore, all earthly. wore | 
mk and enjoy them in common. 


han e- of FOOL 


band i it is . our rg une. to Ty re- 
aliſed in Chriſtianity, which, till then, 
_— n un as 4 r fle- 
tion. ! 4 

ae ander a : © Therefors, if 


any Magician, or Juggler, any cun- 
ning fellow, who knows how to make 


his advantage of opportunity, happens | 
to get into their Society, he imme- 
diately grows rich-; begauſe it is eaſy 
for a man of this ſort to abuſe th 
famplicity of theſe ſilly people. How- 
ever, Peregrinus was ſet at liberty by 
mw en ls e who was n 5 


2 fondneſs for renown, releaſe 


on him. 5 7 273 4 7 ent 133 136 85 4 


ei W into Him A 


country ;. and, as ſome were inclined 


to proſecute him on account of his 

parricide, he gave all his wealth to his 

fellow citizens, who, being gained by 
ole ( ence on * K 


this liberality, im 5 


Accuſers. b 


£; He left his 8 a Canal s time 

in order to travel, reckoning he ſhould 
thing he wanted in the pu- 
ſes of che Chriſtians, who were punc- 
.ccompanying, him wherever 
he went, and ſupplied him with all 
things in,, abundance, He ſubſiſted 
in this manner for, ſome time, but, 
ae 0 e ſomething which the 
og Sarin 


find eve 


| tual in 


and who, having * thar thi | 
man courted death out of vanity and 
d him 3 
dieſpiſing him too much to have any 
deſire of inflict ting capital nen 


1 &- 4¹ 1 
| Chriſtians ablior, (they: ſawy bim, 4 
making uſe of ſome meats n 
badem among them) he was aban- 
doned by them; inſomuch that, Hit 
ing not any danger wherewithal to ſuſ- 
tain himſelf, he would fain have re- 
voked the een n e made to 


his country. 
How 4 ts ab cailleries,” tax 
Lucian throws out upon the profuſe 
charity of the Chriſtians, tend to their 
glory | a Religion which ean inspire 
ſuch ſentiments muſt be formed for 
the happineſs of mankin. 
he Perſecution commenced *by 
Antoninus in the latter part of ks 
reign was continued by Marcus Aure- 
lius, his ſucceſſor. This is atteſted we” 
the Jewiſh Chronologiſt we have cited 
above 5: it is what we learn m 
Marcus Aurelius himſelf “ who, in 
his book of eee, 15g Ne 
the Chriſtians for ſeeking death win 


+ 


png” rey; — — ——— Bhat 1 


_ - ys no mine we es —— A OO A He 8 ** 
» 
1 Om 


2 
— AKT: UT AN = 
* e or 5 „ee. 
. r . 42 * 


* * - 
; - _ IS 
n ; Fs on 
Fa... F EY . | 
F } 
f N 


e . it. The 9 | 
Lyons , having requeſted of Marcus 
l his commands concerning the 
Chriſtians, eel he had cauſed to be 
apprehended and tortured in that City 
on account of their Religion, that Em- 
peror ſent his orders to him to inflict 
capital puniſhment on thoſe who ſhould 
perſiſt in confeſſing Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to ſet thoſe at —_ who thowld, re- 
nounce him. 5 
1 We think it eee us * 
1 to relate a miracle, to the honour of 
wich boch Pagans <©d1Chriftian: 
lf 5 equally lay claim. Tas Dio deſcribe: 
"fi N HEE S ae nt 
'| deen e Ai cee van- 
quiſhed the Marcomanni and the 
Jazygæ, waged a violent and obſtinate 
War en the Quadi. In this War 
he gained an unexpected victory,  þ 
. which he owee 3 to a — 10 


8 favour 
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— of the Deity : for cho Romans) 
finding) themſelves in the greateſt dan 


T2 Ss 


ger, were delivered from it in a man- 
ner quite wonderful and divine. Har- 
ing ſuffered themſelves to be ſhut up 


by the enemy in a diſadvantageous 


place, they drew themſelves into a 
cloſe and compact body, and defend 


ed themſelves ron againſt the ſkir- 


miſhes of the ee inſomuch 
that they preſently left off attacking 
them. But, as the Quadi were vaſtly 
ſuperior in number, they made them 
ſelves maſters of all the avenues, and 
deprived the Romans of all the means 
of getting at water, in hopes of fub- 
i by of and thirſt thoſe whom 
they could not conquer Fa dint of 
arms, The Romans found themſelves 
then in a ſad extremity, overwhelmed 
with ſickneſs and wounds, diſpirited 
by the heat of the Jun and thirſt, 
without power to advance or fight, 


forced 
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. to keep under arms, expo- 
2 to a burning heat; when of a 
ſudden the clouds were ſeen to ws: 
on all ſides, and the rain to pour 

don abundantly, not without" the 

particular favour of the Deity. It was 
ſaid, that Arnuphis, an Egyptian Magi- 
cian, who was with Marcus Aurelius, 
inchanted, by art magic, the aerial 

Mercury and other bee and ob- 
. tained of them this rain. Immediat 
ly upon the falling oliche: rain tho 
mans began to lik up their heads, and 

take in the water at their mouths j:and 

_ afterwards held out their ſhields and 

helmets to drink more eaſily, and wa- 

ter their horſes; whereupon the Bar- 
barians came to attack — Go, that 
the Romans were conſtrained to dri 
and fight at the ſame time: tak they 
were ſo thirſty, that there were ſome 
of them, who being wounded dranł 


| their an with the water which 
r | 8 5 85 
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enemies, 2.— would: debe — 
received a great defeat, if a heavy 
ſtorm of hail- and 2 had not 
fallen upon the” Barbarians. 80 fire 
and water were ſeen in — place 
to fall together from Heaven, wheres 
by the one army quenched their thirſt, 
and recovered their vigour; the other 
vas ſcorched and deſttoyed: for the 
fre fell. not at all upon the Romans; 
dor, if it ſometimes fell, was imme- 
d 

— 


diately extinguiſhed; while the rain 

which fell upon the Barbarians ex- 
-- © tinguithed not the flames that conſumed 
t them, but rather increaſed them, as 
k if it had been oil. 80 the enemy, | 
e water, and wounded themſelves in or 
k der to quench the fire with their blood: 
h I part of them threw themſelves into tile 
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| — Romans, to whom, alone 
they ſaw the rain was beneficial 3. inſo- 
much that Mareus Aurelius took com- 
paſſion of them. After a victory ſo 
aſtoniſhing this Prince was ſaluted Im- 

"+ — = en time men the Sol- 
Jer may. bes obſerved, hin t, al 


Oy 5 n 9 
to Dio, this p prodigy reibe to 
a Magician named Arnuphis, Who was 
in the Emperor's train. In Suidas; 
other Heathens attribute it to a Ma- 
gician, a native of Chaldea, called 
Julian. Oapitolinus gives the honour 
of it to Marcus Aurelius, and avers that 
he obtained it from Heaven by bis 
prayers. According to Themiſtius, this 


marvellous work was the conſequence | 
of the prayer, and the recompence off 


the virtue of this Emperor.  Claudian 
ſays, that the — arms ought to 
leave intirely to Heaven the 3 of 
this n 3 whether the Chaldean 

3 e ”=_ 


E 
Magicians; by the powe 


chantments, engaged the Gods to 
fight for Rome, or whether the virtue 


of Marcus Aurelius, which ſeems to ; 


me (adds this Poet) moſt likely, moved 


the God of Thunder to come to hib 
ſuccour. In the Antonine column the 
Heathens attribute. (+ proba to 

n Pluvius. | 


As we r eee W 


| n to compile this Hiſtory only from 
the teſtimonies of - Jewiſh and Pagan 
Authors, we have not related the 
convineing proots by which the Chriſ- 
tians have made good their claim to the 
miracle that faved the army of Marcus 
Aurelius: it is ſufficient for our-pur- 
poſe that the Heathens believed their 
Gods worked en in NE of 
them. 
They attributed; de likewiſe 
to Apuleius 5, a Philoſopher of the 
Platonic n who lived at that time; 


whence 


of their in- 
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three Comperi 


| bracing Judaiſm, -es | 
der grievous penalties: © 


the Chriſtians particularly in his eye; 


thoſe who held unlawful; aff 
ſhould be impeached before tlie 


theſe prohibitions, a great 
and c 


7 3 
* he Brape PFOT «| 200 


— from this Ry — it 
whoſe words we have cited above 
Severus; who; after having defeated 
tors for tlie n and 


omithodus;/ 


room to believe, that this fine had 


erm 


when he ordered by a. Reſeript, chat 


cif Rae: ro een norwirhRanding 


perſons of both ſexes, of every. my 
C ition “ 6%h and even of the 
JN rank, embraced our holy Re- 

on, dp itſelf in every 
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e called, dy uy of d ae Bags 
nd Stake. men, — 


Nurrbundel i 
when ob — were bertel 


years 1 old, ** ing t ld, 
ich whom he was uſed to o Play, had 


| Wl of the Jewiſt religion, 
prevailed upon, for a long time, 00 fee 
t WI cither the Emperor, his own father, 
ce father of the'child; or a0 of hols 15 
who had treated him fo ill. This fact 
B 
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may receive illuſtration from what is 
Lid by Tertullian, an Author of that 
1 —_ "who informs us, in d Work 
e 247 0 ke Probobful ! 
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bo 0 ph y 5 own truth, diſdains 


Ft 1 Chriſtianity, | 
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nabe was advange to the Em- 
pire in the year 222. Lampridius 
Sits deſcribes his men iof life : 

His firſt emplo 5 aſter ri- 
fine, was to vit a Kino temple, | 
which he had in his Palace, and there 
to worſhip and ſaerifice, having places 
in it the ſtat es. of che = Emp pere 


* 


bity ah andy ; s among which were 
Apollonius, Chriſt, Abraham, and Or- 
pheus, whom he. honoured as Go ds 
This Prince, was not eeeg 0 


1 
tians 70 live ne te fr W's 5 
Je not only forbore coleſiiig them em 
* he ſhewed them {Er The 
Chriſtians: having taken poſſeſſion os 
public place, the Trr-beefers -conteſt- 
ed it wien them. 5 Alexander tert 
nated this diſpute in favour of the 
Ihriſtians; und declared, It was 
better that God ſhould be worſhipped 
there; in any ſort; than that it N 
be left to the Lin lesperu. : This fac 
s , that Believers had at that 


or any employs of leſs impor- 
1ance, he cauſed the names of thoſe: 
wagte, t to them to be 


come and declare. wheehbr: N.. | knew- | 
Cz p any crimes , committed 105 them, 5 
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125 as Clriftians a ace: 
ner in the ordination of cher pri ieſts, 
their 1 was not followed ; * 
the el ection of Governors, to whom 
| CL res | of int wers 
n © vitting as." high 
thr dugh the grounds of 
| ite; man, "ie ordered him to be 
beaten with ſticks or rods in bis pre 
Fence, or condemned him to make 
latisfaction; but, if the quality of the 
offender exem pted him from ſuch 
Eind of puniſhment, he depend ; 
him very ſeverely in theſ 
Would you be ple 
ſhould make a road, 1. 2953 your 
grounds, as as you. have done throy g 
- another's ? He often pronounced wi 
a loud voice this rule, which he Ha 
learned of b 1 ws or Chriſtians ; 
Is 


«f my t to another, which yok 
would: not have done to Jour 


ned 1 60 We erkten 7 
Shall ee edifices.” 
| Princes, 42 ever 


that De eee Aren Prefect 
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ſecure them from 


ſhops, the Prieſts, and Deacons, ſhould | 
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the duty of a Prodonſul, collected 
together the Edicts of the Bmpetors 


againſt the Chriſtians, that V Kone 
conſul might know, what puniſhments 


Were to be: inflicted on. 4's who 
profeſſed that religion, One may judge 


by -this of the hatred that was borne | 


favour eyen of the Sovereign could not 
puniſhment or death. 
In the year 23 5, Maxi e 
cauſed Alexander to be ſlain, af- 
cended the n 1. e 


the Church. aH 


In the year, 11 Bee pro- 


e Emperor: he publiſhed: 2 


Edict againſt the Chriſtians u. 


In the year 258, the Enipenas: v., 
＋— — 


by which he i injoined 5+ That de 1 


be puniſhed by death without 


73 
char the W honourable Perſons, - 


and 


T3 5 | 9 


| 


FoQ mJ 


of [87 FE 
and Roman Knights, ſhould be firſt 


of all deprived of their dignity; and 


have their goods confiſcated ;' and, if 
after that they perſiſte. 
gion, they ſhould be beheaded; that 
Ladies of Quality ſhould alſo be de- 0 
prired of their goods, and ſent into 
exile; that the Cæſariani *, WhO had 
already embraced, or ſhould hereater, | 
embrace Chriſtianity, ſhould forfeit 
their goods, which were to be 4 
to the Emperor's. revenue; that tex 
ſhould. be. ſent bound in chains to the 


in heir reli 


Imperial Lands, and be put upon the * 


liſt of the ſlayes e obliged to cultivate | 
then hoc e 90 ee 
Valerianid'® a bing blen taken” ) 3 
the Petſtans, Gallienus, Bis ſon,” began 
or enjoy the ſovereign Power” dene! 

en to the erſecuti 
5 hr ifl ce 1 4 W 9 " 


2 Tees Ceſariani were che ee Freed - mei. 
They were intruſted with the care e of * revenue, and wy 
goat e at Court. 
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Demetrius, 2 


5 uſe this jnftruitient « 


78005 nius Gallicaus, 
1 guſtus, "Io" Dion 
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ſons withdraw them 
conſecrated places. f 
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our reſerip 
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to prevent any one's troubling ' you. 
We have e a long 
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time ago 
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Pius, Felix, Au- 


8 


ls he coſecratet places, that the 


Edict ordered to be quitred, are the 


Churches which had been taken away 
1 

Lopr the Chriſtians, and Which Gallic 
e N d be reſtored t 
1 d oi vpptate Plots 


were the ſtrongeſt fupperts of idolatey. 


Plat, "in "ore: Tepbtation for Vit- 
we / he Bac à God for His Gaatdlan 
Gently .de was igt hly eſteemed and 
belorell 5 th Vi Gallienus, and 
the Empreſs Salonina, bi wie. Thete 
was in His titne a great number. of 
Chriſtians, both thoſe thit were born in 


ed it after er having quitted the an- 
ciettphilsſoptiy, maintaining, tlrat Plato 
5 telleckul Effet. ' Plotinus compoſed 
he againſt thei a Work Which is fill in 
being. 


yry, two Philoſo ophers, Who 
Plotinus, a a renowned Follower of 


that religion, and thoſe Who had em- 


ef the I- 
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being. He died of a Acker in hi 
throat. At the moment of his deceaſe, 
a great ſerpent, t that was under his bed, 

came out, and went to hide itſelf in a 
hole of the wall. Amelius, a diſciple of 
this Philoſopher, aandalted the Oracle 
.of Apollo, in order to know where 
his ſoul: was gone. The Oracle an- 
=” Are thaf 23 bad 1 con- 


A ig] ol — 2 it vas . dhe In- 
_ of this that he compoſed his 
Works; that his ſoul, diſengaged from 
the body, was gone to join the aflem- 
bly of the Bleſſed, with thoſe of Plato 
and Pythagoras. Altars were erected, 
: . facrifices offered: to him as a God. 
Ri Faun that the Philoſophers I 
endeavoured. by the regularity of their 
| lives/ and manners to vie with, and 
equal, the eſteem which the Cl iſtians 


7 61 1 
tis theirs: But what compariſo1 ) 
ſe, ¶ to be made between the humble fanc- 


d, tity of the Believers and the virtue 


a vhich a ſmall: number of men ofterita® 


of Wl tioufly diſplayed to acquire applaufe, 


cle MW and procure to themſelves ſome ae 


ere N rity among the populaſe. 


u- Porphyry, hom Auſtin A ths 


n- ſ:bleſt of the Philoſophers, compoſed” 


hat againſt the Chriſtian religion a Work, 

ine Wied into fifteen books, which the 
in- N Heathens looked upon as a Divine work: 
his Ihe therein cenſures the Old and New 
om Teſtament; dazzled with the clear 
light of Daniel's Prophecy of the Seven- 
ty "Weeks, he declares, it was compoſed 
after the event: he aſks, ' why the 
Meſſiah, who, according to the Chriſti- 
ans, was to be the Saviour of all men, 

let ſo many ages paſs, before he made 
his appearance: he accuſes Jeſus Chriſt 
f fickleneſs, becauſe he went to Je 


Ss he 


e 
is there 


ulalem at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, after 


Rl tell a> 
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be had e ne ga hither 
| ak vg in following, our- Saviour 


chat St. Paul ſet himſelf againſt $t 
only from a ſpirit f je 
being the cauſe: of Ananias's and Sap- 


- ridiculous Fin ſays he) that 
the ſea, becauſe he inabled him to 
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'reth: he pretends that theſe Writer 


the miracles which Jeſus wrought 
he relates that a certain perſon, whe 
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apply to, in order to make his wilt 


retion 


: he declares, 


upon his firſt invitatic 


Peter, and reprimanded. him publicly, 
alouſy and pride: 


phira's death: he derides the Eyange- 
liſts, for having aſſerted (by a moſt 


Jekus Chriſt made sr. Peter walk wpen 
walk upon the paltry lake of Gene- 


do not 3 texts of the I opnets 
with fidelity: he imputes to Magicall 


_— 7 


had aſked of Apollo what God he mu 
enn Chriſtianity, received. thi 


anſwe 


＋ 64 1 
anſwer fro e 
be eaſier for you to write upon water, 
or to fly in the air, than to reęlaim 
the' ſpirit of your impious ſpouſe. 


Leave her, eee in her gcben- 5 


lous error, to A in a faint and 
mournful voice, the dead God, Who 
was publicly (bd 6 ag to: a cruel 
ihment by Judges of ſingular wif- 
dam.“ He ſays further, that the mi- 
ele 3 at the tombs of 
re jugglin ae of the 


4 — A ravagin g the Em- 
pire in the time of Gallienus, Por- 


bPhyry, on occaſion of that calamity ”*, 


erpreſſed himſelf thus: “ Are men 
ſu rpriſed that Rome has been afflicted 
with 5 plague for ſo many years, when 
1 and the other Gods have 
| abando 9 ned us? for, ſince Jeſus has 


rome, Cyril, e 45 * LZ 1 4 „5 4 $453 , 


7 


6 3 Fu been 


* See l Nazianzen, Tobin, Tod, Je- 


From tHe rein of Gallicmis to "w_ 
& Diocleſian and re no mo- 
nument, that can give any knowledę 
of the ſtate of the Church, is to be 
found among the Heathens ; Bur in 
. Chbriſtian Authors we read 6 many 
Hl Martyrs, who ſuffered during that in- 
4 | terval. The” hereditary hate of the 
408 Roman Empire againſt our holy Re- 
n ligion will not permit us to call in 
Fl queſtion the truth of their narration. 

| Julian, Proconſul of Africa, in- 
formed the Emperors Dioclefian and 
Maximian'”, that the Manicheans, 
whoſe ſect nad its riſe in Perſia, had 
115 ſpread themſelves over the Empire; 
[i that they committed à multitude of 
oh crimes, and "cauſed great miſchief in 
Wh the cities. Theſe Princes iſſued à re- 
[i * about the year 290, whereir 
1 ä "© they 
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2 with their abominable write- 


t that perſons of rank ſhould for- 
. W feit thei Kids and be condemned to 
e * mines; and that others ſhould he 
X beheaded... 4 It appears then that Chriſ- 
n 9 was ſettled i in Perſia, becauſe 


5 Manicheiſm, which is a ee, of 

1- it ele its riſe; there. | 

5 40 Diocleſian, and Meri mian - . | Gnd- | 

ing that almoſt. every one forlook. the 
worſhip of the Gods, to join r. | 
ſelves to the ſect of Chriſtians, ga 


orders that they, who had heli 
4 their religion, ſhould. be. 8 
6, by tortures to take it up again. 
ad Let any one now have the ar! — = 
-: | dence. to aſſert that Chriſtianity, owed =. 
„ite prapagation to the favour of Con- 1 
zn ſtantine and his fucceſſors; and that, Fi 
. bad it noe been for; the-laws enacted | 
ein by the * Princes, Idolatry would. ſtill | 


F have 
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— thee uns of Eu- 


ſhould be depriy 


to demand 
their wives, or robbed them of their 


privileges. 


all Biſhops to eee This 
econd Edict was immediately followed 


— —— no mew — 
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hs the firſt EBdid v, publiſbed in in 
the year 303, Diocleſian and Maxi- 
mian commanded that all Chriſtians 
ed of the and 
dignities that they might be poſſeſſed 
of; that, of whatever rank and con- 
dition they were, they ſhould be put 
to the torture; that all petitions pre- 
ferred againſt them ſhould be . 
by the Judges; and that, on the o- 
ther hand, they ſhoukd;wot be allywed 
juſtice, not even if any 
one had aſſaulted them, debauched 


goods; in a word, that they ſhould 
be deprived of all a * n 2 


Some days n anne. 4 
tion was publiſhed v, which ſentenced 


by 


ſet at liberty, when they ſhould have 


1 9 
by a third, ordering all Chriſtians to be 


ſacrificed z and that every Recuſant 
ſhould be put to cruel torments. 

The Perſecution muſt needs have 
been very bloody, and the number of 
Martyrs amazingly great, inaſmuch as 
the Emperors were perſuaded that they 
had extiriguiſhed that Religion, which 
they had ſeen embraced by almoſt all 


mankind.” And this appears by two 
inſcriptions, which are to be read on 


two Pillars 1 in Spain. 
Diocleſian, * 7% Ian 
Betis Cæſares, Auguſti, for hay- 
ing extended the Roman Empire in 
the Eaſt and Weſt, and for having 
extinguiſhed the name of Chriſtians, 
_ N 4 the Republic to ruin. 
Dio „Cæſar, Auguſtus, for 
r Galerius in the Eaſt; 
for having 2 aboliſhed the 


F2 ſiupar- 


t 66 1 
ſuperſtition of Chriſt ; for having exs 
tended the worſhip of the Gods.” 

The truth * of theſe inſcriptions is 
babiiied to us by a medal, that re- 
mains to us, of Diocleſian, wherein 
he boaſts of having aboliſhed the name 
of Chriſtians: Nomine Chriſtianorum 
deleto. We ſhall ſee, in the ſequel, 
the vanity of the mne e en | 

entertained. | 

Diocleſian and n Bang 
quitted the Empire, in the year 3035, 
Conſtantius and Galerius were declared 
Emperors. Galerius, puſhing the cru 
elty againſt the Chriſtians to exceſs ®, 
ordained, that, after making them 
ſuffer divers torments, they ſhould be 
burned at a flow fire. 

Libanius, in a fad on 
the Emperor Julian, ſpeaking of this 
Prince 8 advancement to the I mperial 


; - Biblioth. 1 for 1 8 of Otober Ne. 
vember, and December, 1735, 4 200. 


| dignity, 


b. 6% J 


dignity, and contraſting the conduct 
he held towards the Faithful with that 
of his predeceſſors, who had perſecuted 


them with open violence, ms 


mei! in theſe terms: 


N hey: who adhered to a a 
religion * were in great terrors, and 
expected that their eyes would be 
plucked out, their heads cut off, and 
rivers of their blood would flow from ; 
the multitude of ſlaughters; they ap- 
prehended, that this new Maſter would 


invent new kinds of torments, in com- 


pariſon of which mutilation, ſword, fire, 
drowning, being buried alive, would ap- 
pear but ſlight pains: for the preceding 
Emperors had employed againſt them 
all theſe kinds of puniſhments, and they 


now: expected to ſee. themſelves ex- 


poſed to more cruel ones. However, 
Julian had different ſentiments from 


| thoſe of his predeceſſors, who had put 


in Practice theſe torments. For they 


5 ll 
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E 
had not been able, by theſe means, to 
compaſs their end, and he had obſer- 
ved that no advantage was gained by 
theſe extremities; for the diſorders of 
the body may be healed, even againſt 
the will of the perſons affected by 
them; but burning and ſlaſhing will 
never drive out of the mind the falſe 
opinions men have of the Gods. Ju- 
lian, blaming theſe meaſures, and knows 
ing that Chriſtianity gained ground by 
the ſlaughter of its Profeſſors, would 
not employ againſt the Chriſtians pu- 
niſhments he could not approve.” 
Here you ſee a faithful repreſenta- 
tion of the Perſecutions which the 
Chriſtians ſuffered under the Emperor 
of the three firſt centuries. They did 
not confine themſelves to ſuch puniſh- 
ments as were common and autho- 
Tiſed by the Laws; but inflited ſuch 
Pains upon them as make Nature 
ſhudder. ＋ hey had a mind to drown 
5 . 


the —— of the moe. 3 was 
giving new ſtrength to it, Let us ob- 
ſerve here, in the account of a Hea- 
then, and one alſo well informed, 
thoſe (roraps! aluare;) rivers of j 
which men have had the effrontery to 
reproach us with, as extravagant e- 
aggerations and . falſchoods,, invented 
by Compilers of Martyrologies. 
In the year, 306, the Emperor Con- 
famine died at Vork, a city of Great 
Britain: before his death he nomi- 
nated his ſon Conſtantine for his ſuc- 
ceſſor. The Prætorian Soldiers, judg- 
ing this Prince worthy of the fayercign 
power, complied with the will of, Con- 
ſtantius, and placed him on the Throne. 
Maxentius, the ſon of Maximian, 
piqued at this aeclerence, got poſſeſ- 
ſion of Rome and of Italy, and after- 
ward of Africa. He ſullied his reign 
Wr n cruelties and debaucheries. 
e N 
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In the year 310, the Emperor Ga- 
lerius was attacked with a tertible 2 


malady. When he was at the point 
of death, there was publiſhed by bis 


order an Edict, by which he put a 
ſtop to the Perſecution, and-granted 
to the Chriftians the free exerciſe .of 


their religion; He died a few days 
after the publication of that Edict. 


In the year 311, Maxentius pur- 


poſed- to make war againſt Conſtan- 
tine, and to deprive him of the Pur- 


ple; but Conſtantine, who was aware 


of his ill deſigns, and had a mind to 


free the Empire from his tyranny, 


marched againſt him. God promiſed 
him the victory ® ; and all ws people 
of the Galliz benen that the Hea- 
yenly Hoſt came to his aſſiſtance. At 
that time Conſtantine embraced the 
Chriſtian religion. Having paſſed the 
Alps, and defeated the enemy's troops 
in bees —_— be appeared before 


Rome. 


. 7 > 


Rome. Maxentius marched out to 
give him battle, * with an ar my far | ſas ; 


declare for Conſtantine: Maxentius 
fled, and fell into vhs RIO e oo" Y 
was drowned. 


Maximin, — Fr REM ack of 


Galerius, found himſelf Maſter of all 
the Eaſt, confirmed at fr the Laws 


enacted againſt the Chriſtians ; but, 
ſeeing that puniſhment was uſeleſs, 


and their obſtinacy invincibles, he 


injoined Sabinus, the Prætorian Præ- 


fect, to write in his name to the Go 


vernors of Provinces, to put a ſtop 10 
the Perſecutio . mmer 


The Emperors then ae e ee 


vanquiſhed by the patience of the 
Chriſtians, which was inexhauſtible. 
What a new kind of triumph is This! 


Many cities, having made decrees 


againſt the Faithful, requeſted the 
confirmation of them by Maximin , 
Te ak; 
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„ 
who granted it with Joy about the 
middle of the year 312. 

A little while after he th his 
Winne , and commanded the Go- 
vernors to employ no more/ puniſh- 
ments againſt the Chriſtians; but to 
make uſe of mild and oourteous mea- 
ſures only, to bring thees Hank to the 

| worſhip of the Gs. 

Maximin, having ed war a- 
— Lioinius, who ruled the Weſtern 
Empire jointly-avich Conſtantine, was 
vanquiſhed. After this victory, Con- 
Rantine and Licinius cauſed an Edid 
to be publiſhed, by which they diſ- 

| annulled all the reſcripts made by their 

predeceſſors againſt Chriſtianity: they MW E 

WW granted to all their ſubjects a full and fo 

| intire liberty to embrace and profes MW C 

| this religion: they gave orders for re- th 

ſtoring to the Faithful their churches 

and revenues, which had been taken 

from them during the Perſecution. 
Max- 


121 


lar to theirs : he died a few days at- 


ter the promulgation of it, and by his 


death leſt Conſtantine and Lici iniu 
ame! of the whole Rmpire. 8 | 


In the year 323, Licinius, having 
een Conſtantine to declare war 
againſt him, was defeated, and the 


ſovereign. power was wholly, centered 
in the perſon of Conſtantine, + Then 
was Chriſtianity protected by the Im- 

perial authority, which had been ſo 


often armed for its deſtruction: 
At the. death of Conſtantine as 
Empize was divided among his three 


ſons, Conſtantine, Conſtantius, and 
Conſtans, all Chriſtians, as well as ; 


the Father, Conſtantius, having ſur- 
vived his two brothers, ſaw the whole 
Empire ſubje& to his own rule.” |. 


. Church, born for Perſecutions 3 


had 


Maximin thought himſelf obliged to 
imitate theſe Frinces, and made, in 


15 
170 
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had trial of Rune, even id the 
peace which ſhe enjoyed under Chriſ- 
tian Princes. The Arians, ſupported 
by the protection of the Emperor *, 
made a ſchiſm in it; ſeduced a great 
number of her children, and perſe- 
cuted thoſe they could not ſeduce. A 
fatal diviſion, This ! well adapted to 
ſtop the progreſs of the Goſpel among 
Pagans. In this turbulent and boiſte- 
rous ſeaſon died Conſtantius, leaving 
the Throne to Julian, the moſt; dan- 


geraws: enemy Chriſtianity ever had. 


This Prince was a Chriſtian till he 
was twenty years of age. Then ſome 


Philoſophers of the Platonic ſect, 


] 
f 
whom he went to viſit, related to him f 
t 


what Maximus, one among them, had 
performed, in theſe words: h 


« It is not a great while ago ſince fe 
he conducted us, as many as were 
with him, to the Temple of Hecate. il ., 
When: we came thither, and bad ſa- 0 


* 1 -  hited 


qmD— 4 —— 2 


I 
<« My dear friends, be ſeated': Vou 
ſhall ſee whether T am a common 

man.” We fat. He purified a grain 

of frankincenſe, and repeated, very 
low, ſpme kind of hymn. Immedi- 
ately the ſtatue of the Goddeſs began 
to ſmile. We were terrified ;- but he 
faid to us, This is but a wille: the 
torches, ſhe holds, are going to be 
lighted.” In fact, they took fire be- 

fore he had done ſpeaking . 15 

Julian, hearing this, ſaid to chem, 
0e This is the very man that I want.” 
He went directly to Maximus, and 

» Wl ftaid with him ſome time. to be in- 

1 ſtructed in his doctrine. © From that 

dime he renounced Chriſtianity, though 
be ſtill kept the appearance of it, for 

fear of enn Conſtantius. 

we See Eunapius s Life of ME of Porphyry, and 


* others, where he relates an infinite number of prodigies 


(een to the raifing of the dead to iſe); performed ;by theſe 
d "OK 4 | 
| of 


1 
0 


the Barbarians, conſtrained Conſtanti- 


there with ſome troops; and, as he 
man, who had loſt: ber "fight v, ſaid 
. aloud, in the preſence: of all the peo- 
ple, who had run 


Temples of the Gods. Julian gained 


diery *, till he had been encouraged 


aſleep, and by a fi, gn of approba- 


„ 
In the year 368, the bad ſtate ef 
1 Galliæ, which were ravaged 


us to give Julian the title of Ceſar, 
and to ſend him thither. He came 


was entering into Vienne, an old wo- 


together to meet 
him, that he ſhould' re- eſtabliſn the 


ſeveral victories over the Barbarians, 
and drove chem back rig ws the 
Win: ne 

In the year 360, che army, which re] 
Julian commanded, proclaimed him {cr 
Imperator at Paris. He faid he did WW pf 
not comply with the deſires of the fol- 


thereto by the Genius of the Empire, 
which had appeared to him as he Was 


:-S tion, 


[ 79 1 
tion, with which Jupiter had favoured 
-Jelinas" bejng informed. ho Gogh 
ſtantius diſapproved his election, pre- 
pared to; make. war againſt him. He 
viſion he had at Vienne. A lumi- 
night, which repeated ſeveral times 
four Greek. verſes, implying that, when 
Jupiter ſhould. be in Aquarius, and 
Saturn in the 25the degree of Virgo, 
the Emperor Conſtantius ſhould die a 
lad death in Aſia. This is the man- 
ner in which Ammianus Marcellinus 
relates this viſion . Zoſimus, in de- 
ſcribing it, ſays , it was the Sun that 
appeared to Julian, and perſuaded him 
to hold the title of Emperor, and pro- 
nounced to him the verſes we wot 
been ſpeaking of. 


In the year z6r, Julins 1 
vith his army towards Conftantino- 
. 


* 


„ 
ple. ben he; arrived in \Dpricuni 
be openly renounced Chriſtianity; at 
pgs by a Letter, which he wrote 
to the Philoſopher Maximus: “ We 
e the Gods, ſays he, openly ; 
and the multitude of troops that fl. 
low me is devoted to Religion; we ſa- 
crifice oxen publicly, and have offered 
to the Gods many hecatombs in the 
way of en, The Gods have 
—Injoined me to re- eſtahliſh their 
| ſhip in purity. I: obey \theinganol 
cordially. They promiſe me great 


75 nm. if I labour therein with Zeal. 


Conſtantius dying the third of No- 


vember 361, Julian was univerlally 


kno Emperor. When he 
was arrived at * he com- 
manded the worſhip of the Gods to 
be re- eſtabliſned, the Temples to be 
opened, and . thoſe that were demo- 
liſbed to be repaired, or rebuilt. he 
aſh you thera; Ry revenues: 


8 


£ che Miniſters Wy ee | this: Sacri⸗ 


the open violence: he was uſed to 
ſay, that all the Chriſtians fled to Mar- 
weden like bees to their hives: he 


{Be 1 
cxlltheir altars to be ſet; =p again: 


he renewed the ſacrifices and ancient 


ceremo * — — 2 3: eee 


ficers, the Hierophants, thoſe who 


communicated the myſteries, the Guar- 


dians of the Idols and Temples; he 


Nerd their Penſions, beſtowed on 


the privileges, the 


immunitirg er had been granted 
e, former Princes; ; hel required 
ol m eee with great 


an abſtinence; from certain 


| e ee the external - purifications 


preſeribed by their religion 
Julian did not attack the Church 


s οõ˖οiainoed that the former Per- 


| focutions had been fo far ſram leſſen- 
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. | 82 4 
ing the number of thoſe who profeſ- 
ſed this religion, that they had only 
ſerved to augment it: he had recourſe 
therefore to artifice: he fomented the 
diviſions that were among the Chri- 
tians: he forbad them to be concern- 
ed in the education of. youth: he 

hea eaped acts of grace and favours; an. 
thoſe who worſtipped the Gods, and 

menaced others with his diſpleaſure: 
he not only forbore puniſhing the ci- 
tiesꝰ attached to Paganiſm for putting 
the Chriſtians to death, but he aſcribed 
thoſe maſſacres to an exceſs of zeal... 


This artful conduct of Julian tad 
but little ſucceſs : he laments, in many 
of his letters, that there was ſcaree any 
one to be found, that returned ache 
worſhip of the Gods . © xd 
to find the little . progreſs Paganiſm 
made, notwithſtanding all the pro- 
tection he granted it, he undertook to 
reform it, and to introduce into it the 


ö 83 


cuſtoms and manners of the Chriſtians, 


that it might gain more ground. Ob- 
ſerve how he explains himſelf on this 
head in a letter to — of Galatia: 

Helleniſmꝰ does not yet get forward 
as it ought , and it is our fault. In 
reſpect to the Gods, every thing is 


grand and magnificent, beyond our ut- 


moſt hopes and deſires, if one may 
ſay ſo without offending them. Who 
could have preſumed ſome time ago to 


hope for ſuch a change? But what | 


then? Shall we think This ſuffieient, 
without having an eye to that which 
has promoted Atheiſm, namely; hoſ- 


pitality, ſepulchral honours, affected 


ſufficient that you a 
manner; All the Prieſts of Galatia 


ſnould follow your example. Prevail 
upon them either by reaſon or by fear 
This 5s. the name he/gives to Iuolatiy, 29 he does t0 | 


G 1 to 


Chri i | aity that of Atheiſm, 


5 = x ER 


gravity of manners 7 We "ought in | 
truth to practiſe: all theſe: nor is it 
alone act in this 
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to be men of oben Or deprive 
them of the functions of the prieſt- 
hood, if they do not worſhip the Gods 
with their wives, children, and do- 
meſtics; and if they ſuffer Galileans 


to be in their families. Furthermore, 


give them to underſtand, that a Prieſt 
ought not to go to the Theatre, nor 
drink in a tavern, nor follow any mean 
or infamous occupation. Shew regard 
to thoſe who ſhall be ene and 
baniſh every one ele; ?! ig 
In every city let ſeveral heifpitals be 
founded for che exerciſe of humanity 
towards ſtrangers, not only thoſe of 
Gur dwn religion, but all others, in 


eaſe they be poor. I have already re- 


gulated the neceſſary funds for this li- 
berality, by commanding that there be 
collected every year for Galatia thirty- 


thouſand buſhels of corn, and 120,000 


gallons of wine, the fifth part of which 


90 would have N to _ uſe of 
1 8 5 thoſe 


IL 


a thoſe poor people who. ſerve the 
Prieſts; the belt diſtributed to ſtran- 
gers a mendicants : for, when no 
Jew turns | beggar, and the impious 
Galileans, beſide their own poor, 
maintain ours alſo, it will be ſhame- 
ful in us. to leave them without 
ſupport. - Exhort the Helleniſts to 
contribute to theſe works, and the 4 
Heathen or Greek villages, aue, 'F 
zouz;, to offer to the Gods their firſt- 11 
fruits. Shew them, that theſe libe- 
ralities are | agrecable to the maxims of 
old time. Then he recites three ver- 
ſes of the Odyſſey, where Homer by 
the mouth of Eumæus repreſents the 
igation of aſſiſting the ſtranger and 
the poor, as perſons ſent oy" e 
He proceeds thus 
A Viſit the Governors. but n WY 
at their houſes; but tranſa& your buſi- „ 
neſs with them chiefly by letter. When 
they enter ee. no Prieſt 
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= to meet them, except they are go. 


ing to the Temples of the Gods; and 


let them ſtay within the Veſtibule. 
Let no ſoldier go in before them : but 
whoever has a mind to enter, let- 
him follow them. As ſoon as a Ma- 
giſtrate arrives at the threſhbld of the 
Holy Place, he becomes a private man, 


It is you yourſelf, you know, that 


rule within, according to the Divine 


Law, which no one can oppoſe with 


out impiety and arrogance. I am 
ready to ſuccour the inhabitants of 
Peſſinuntium, if they render the Mo- 
ther of the Gods propitious to them: 
but, if they negle& Her, they ſhall be 
ſo far from being deemed innocent, 
that, J am ſorry to ſay it, they ſhall 
feel the weight of my anger... 

In another writing, addreſſed like- 


wiſe to a Pontiff, to excite the Prieſts 
of the Gods to liberality, he has tlieſe 


words; The impious Galileans, hav. 


E ! 

ing obſerved, that our Prieſts neglected 
the poor , ſet about relieving; them. 
And as — who deſign to kidnap 
children, in order to ſell them, allure 
them by giving them cakes; ſo theſe 
have thrown the true worſhippers into 
Atheiſm, by' firſt winning them over 


with charity, halpitalitys and the fer; * 


vice of Tables; for they. have many 


names for theſe kinds of works which, 
they practiſe in abundance.” 084k - 


It was not in order to — the 
Pagans to our holy religion, that ther 
Believers extended their alms to them 31 
for they continued this relief even: to: 


thoſe who perſevered in their, idolatyj 


This univerſal liberality, which ;ex5} 


cludes none from its benefits, is tha; 
diſtinguiſhing; mark of Chriſtians, to 


whom all men are brethren, It was 


quite unknown before their times It 


made therefore; the ſtrongeſt impreſp, 
n eee and one Map 
E 4 aps. 
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144 88 Ti 
ue that Chriſtianity: owes its eſtab⸗ 


liſhment as much to the miracles of 
charity, as to the miracles of power. 


In fact, the one proves the Divinity of 


its origin, as well as the other. 


In the year 362 Julian, being at 
Antioch ““, went to Daphne to cele- 
brate the Feaſt of Apollo. He faw 


with regret the contempt, which the 


inhabitants of that city, almoſt intirely 


Chriſtian, ſhewed to this God on that 
occaſion: he complained bitterly to 
the Senate and the people, who ac- 
companied him, that not only no vic- 
tim had been preſented in the name of 
the city, but alſo that no individual 
had deigned to offer the leaſt gif 
©You' ſuffer' your wives, ſaid he, to 

ruin you in favour! of the Galileans. 
They perſuade a crew of wretches, 
whom they feed at your expence, to 
be fond of the Galilean impiety; and 


in ſo grand a a foe: one has of- 


2 fered 


ie 

fered ſo much as a little oil for a lamp. 
a libation, a grain of incenſe. 
During his ſtay at Antioch, he-cau- - 
ſed the corpſe of a Chriſtian to be re- 
moved from Daphne, becauſe the 
vicinity of this dead body. was trouble- 
ſome to Apollo, and hindered him 
from ſhewing the ordinary marks of 
his -, preſence in his Temple. How 
weak muſt ſuch Deities be, whoſe i in- 
tire power is controuled -by the | 
of a Chriſtians? | 
Julian wrote a letter to the com- 
munity. of the Jews *, in which he, 
gave them to ee that he diſ- 
charged them from the unjuſt contri- 
butions they had paid under the reign 
of his 4 to the intent they 
might redouble their requeſts for the 
proſperity of his Empire to the great 
God the Creator, who had vouchſafed 
to confer ãt upon him. Prevail 
ay his goodneſs, ſays he, at the 
© _ cloſe 


1 1 


0 of i to grant me a triumphant 
return from my expedition into Per- 
ſha, that I may rebuild, the holy city 
Jeruſalem, the | re-eſtabliſhment- of 
which you have for ſo many years 
had at heart, and may inhabit it to- 
gether with you, and there give glory 
to the Almighty.” . 
Ammianus Nexctlirive Thus, telate 
the project which This Prince formed 
. of r-bailding the T rene Jeruſa- 
m! $0143 7 „ yoni 

“s julian, who had bags chan fimes 
Conſul 95 entered for the fourth time 
upon chis high office, affociating fe 
his collegue Aalen Præſect of the 
Gauls. It appeared ſtrange to ſee a 
private perſon afforiaths with the Em- 
peror: an event this, of which Hiſtory 
furniſhes us with no example from the 
time of the reigns of Dibcleſian and 
Ariſtobulus: Though the thoughts 
of us Prince were inceſſantly taken 


1 92 1 


up with a variety of affairs he had to 
provide for, and the different prepara- 


tions for the expeditions he meditated; 
nevertheleſs, he paid attention to every 
thing, and might be ſaid, as it were, 
to have divided himſelf. That he 
might immortaliſe his glory by ſome 
illuſtrious action, he undertook to 


rebuild, at immenſe coſt, the famous 
Temple of Jeruſalem, which, after 
many bloody battles, had been taken, 


not without difficulty, by Veſpaſian 


and Titus: he charged with the care 


of this buſineſs Alypius of Antioch, 


who had formerly governed Britain, 


inſtead of the Prefect: While Aly 


pius and the Governor of the Province 


uſed their utmoſt endeavours to rene; 
der it ſucceſsful; terrible guſts of fire, 
which burſt out continually from the 
places near the foundations, bhurnt the 


work men, and made the place inac- 
ſtile in ſhort, this element per- 
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Ring: with a kind of obſtinacy con- 


ſtantly to drive away the workmen, 
there Wen a eee of 1 the 


e * Julian ? ſpeaks of this prodigy Pq 

one of his Works, though in = 
ſomewhat-- obſcure and reſerved. A 
confeſſion more open would have been 
00 humiliating for him. 


The Rabbi Gedalinh' bear winch 


alſo to this prodigy . It is true, he 
ved a century after the event: but his 
relation is founded upon the memori- 
als which the me had preſerved of it: 
alte In the! days of R. 'Channan and 
his brothers; about the year of the 
World 4340, our Annals mention a 
eat earthquake over all the oland, 
which” demoliſhed” the Temple the 
Jews had erected at great expence by 
ofder of the Emperor Julian, thie 
Apoſtate. The day following this diſ- 
| after, fire came down from Heaven 
upon 


8 2 8 


T . 
upon the building melted all the 
On t 1 ec in . fabric, and d 
ſtroyed a great number of Jews... 
Libanius ens of earthquakes chat 
happened i in Paleſtine under the Em- 
peror Julian. He would have. it 


thought that they were preſages of the 


death of that Prince, and 


e it. Theſe earthquakes could 


oY other than what Rabbi Geda- 


liah takes notice of, which preceded 


the death of Julian but a fe%ũ months. 


It is plain, from comparing the 


teſtimonies of Jews and Pagans, that 


the fire put a ſtop to the building f 


the Temple, and that the earthquake 


demoliſhed what had been erecte: 
The differences: in their agcount. d 
not at, all prejudice the truth of. the 
fact, but proye only that they regeix- 
my Ut; by A Ws ue 8.918510 A 
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{Julian did not r 


egard the Jews, 
on the contrary, he deſpiſed both 
them and their Prophets, as appears 
from his Works. The project, there- Ml 
fore, of rebuilding their T cmple can. 
not be attributed to any favourable - 
diſpoſition towards them. I am very 
ready to on, that this Prince deſired I ! 

| 


_ to' perpetuate his fame by this under- 
taking, as Ammianus Marcellinus aſ- 


fures us: but; if he had no other de- 
Sogn than that, we can hardly think Wl * 
the Deity would have interfered to 
defeat it. Did He hinder by miracles OW « 
the erecting of pillars to the honour i | 
of Trajan aud Antonine ? Gould not i t 
Julian equally have immortaliſed his i 
memory by a Temple erected to the < 
honour of his Deities? Would he not fl t 
have placed the monument; deſtined I | 
to tranſmit his name to poſterity, in I 2 
one of thoſe cities which, by their MW t 
zeal. Baut his * had merited bis o 


regard 


IT 


. 8 


5 AS I. Cl bs 


RR .. KK © © of 


[wJ 


rogues: and | applauſe, rather than in 
Jeruſalem, the inveterate enemy f 
the Pagan worſhip, always rebellious 
the Romans; ſo refractory to 
hate: yoke, | that in order to ſubdue 
her, they had been forced to deſtroy 
her? The Emperor therefore was in- 
fluenced to this action by ſome ſecret 
motive: he had a mind to encourage 
and exalt the Jewiſh religion, becauſe 
it was a rival to the Chriſtian. It Was 
with the fame view that be protected 
all the ſects wen rent aan n the 
Church. e BTy 6 510 ; 471 
| Finally, Jaan ompoſed- 
the Chriſtian religion a Work /divided 
into three books, the firſt; of which 
Cyril has preſerved to us it his Reply 
to it. This Prince, whom Cyril al. 
lows to be admirable for his eloqu 
and the charms of his ſtyle cenſutes 
the doctrine, the laws; and the hiſtory 
of M es; pretending that the books 
99925 7 of 
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5 of this Lawygiver are filled With . 
dities, contrarieties, and fictions: he 


ſets the Evangeliſts at variance with 
each other: he accuſes St. Paul of 
inconſiſtency, for having ſaid, that the 
Jews only were the peculiar people of 
God; and then, in other places, that 
God was not the God of the Jews 


only, but of the Gentiles, alſo: be 


| | blames the conduct of the Chriſtians, 


in rejecting the Law of the; Hebrews, 
though they confeſs that God gave it 
to this people; he ſays, that Chriſtia- 
nity is only a medley of the Jewiſh 
and Pagan religions; he advances the 
benefits that men have received) from 
the Gods greatly aboye thoſe. that Je- 
ſus has conferred on them: he mag- 
.nifies the antiquity, and extent of Pa- 
ganiſm, as having no other limits but 
thoſe of the Univerſe: he reproaches 
the Chriſtians for worſhipping two 


Wan ene 0. Ms expreſs: com- 


mand 


A 3 — 


firſt Ages of her ſtablidhmenit he 


K 


5 


loſopheis; his confidents, renew all the 
Perſecutions againſt the Church; which 


ſhe had experienced during the three 


ſupported Idolatry by Prodigies: ; he 


retrenched the ſcandalous abſurdities 
of it: he ſtrove to refine its manners: 


he reſtored to it the pomp of its cere- 
monies: he encouraged it by his ex- 
ample: he won perſons over, to it by 
his benefits. * On the other hand, he 


laſhed Chriſtianity with invectives; he 


attacked it with arguments; he pro- 
tected all its adverſaries; he threatened 
with his reſentment thoſe who made 
profeſſion of it, and approved all = 
Yiolences practiſed | againſt them *, 


| » The Heathens themſelves have blamed Julian ths 
having been too great a Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, al⸗ 
though he refrained from ſhedding their blood. 


Nimius Religionis Chriſtianæ inſeQator, perinde tamen 


ut cryore abſtineret. Eutropius, L. x. n. 16. 
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[98] 
What was the iflue of all this labout 
and pains? It procured to our holy 
religion a new glory, That of triumph- 
ing at once wen neee uni- 
ted againſt it. | 
Julian was dein, in the year WI 
a battle againſt the Perſians. At his 


death Idolatry fell, and Chriſtianity 


became the emen 90 the As 6 
ann gf e | 


End of the His Tr. 


* 


TPoN the death of the Empe- 
ror Julian, 5 Apoſtate and Per- 
ſecutor, in the year of our Lord 363, 
the Idolatrous World became Chriſtian, 


The whole Univerſe changes its God, | 


its worſhip, laws, maxims, rules, opi- 


nions, ſentiments, inclinations, man- 


ners, prejudices, cuſtoms, practices. 
An aſtoniſhing revolution |. ſcarce to 


be credited, if one had not ſeen it 


brought about. We ſearch- with di- 

ligence into the eauſes af thoſe Might 

b e which States underg 
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national laws. With le eagerneſs 


then ought we to inveſtigate the cauſe 
of the — intereſtin g and moſt pro- 


digious change that ever happened? 
To form a Juſt idea and to diſcover the 
ſprings of it, let us in imagination go 
back to the time of the firſt publica- 
tion of the Goſpel, and let — con- 
ſider the nature of the undertaking, 
the extent of it, the time fixed upon 
for it, the authors choſen, the means 
made uſe of, the obſtacles to be ſur- 
moutited, and the eren to * ex- 


4 R & ” . a * " 5 « 


"Os * Undertaking is to overthrow 
Tatar to aboliſh Judaiſm, and to 
eſtabliſh Chriſtianity on their ruins. ; 


AT the time the A 1 nods their 
appearance, the whole world, -Judea 
excepted, was overwhelmed in Idola- 
al T * religion ſeems made for | 
62 6 17 man z 
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man; it is ſuited to his palate; favours 
his inelinations, and flatters his pro- 
penſities. A conſtant tradition had 


been kept up among all people, that 
there was a nature more excellent 


than our on, from whom we ought 


to expect benefits and dread puniſſi- 
ments. Here is the Deity. But man, 
whoſe thoughts are not eaſily diſen- 


gaged from matter, was far from re- 


preſenting to himſelf this divine na- 
ture as à pure, ſpiritual, and Infinite 
Being: ſuch an idea would have diſ- 


err his imagination, and diſ- 


guſted his ſenſes. He therefore form- 


« to himſelf a corporeal divinity :. he 


multiplied it, and placed Gods in every 


part of the Univerſe. There were 
deities appropriated to the ſea, to ri- 
vers, to mountains, to foreſts. Every 
nation, every city, every family, had 
its peculiar Gods aſſigned to it. They 
an upon them as men immortali- 
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_ pleaſed the ſenſe; every thing 


add fin] appy, 
— 2 ani to = Shs Four 556 
as they: fancied happineſs muſt oonſiſt 


in. In ſhort, that they might be like 


unto us, they beſtowed upon them 


our appetites and paſſions: they made 
them debauched and vicious. It was 


not ſufficient to believe them to be in 
heaven or on earth; it was neceſſary, 


in order to gratify the ſenſes, to ſe. 
and to touch them. For this reaſon 


they made Idols, into which they per- 
ſuaded themſelves the Gods entered 


and made their abode Such was 


the Pagan theology. Every thing in it 
9 was A 


greeable to the imagination. Its ſyſ- 


tem is ſo pleaſant, that it conſtitutes, 
even to this day, the charms of our 


un, and theatrical entertainments. 


Its worſhip preſented as many al- 
lurements as its doctrines _—_— _ 


lb 0 J 


in ſuperb Temples, decorated wich 


ſtatues, which were ſo many maſter» 
pieces of art. Prieſts, m 


a * 
habited; ſacrificed victims pompouſſy 
adorned . Young perſons of both ſexes, 


decked in long white robes, and 
crowned with flowers, ſerved as at- 


tendaats. Every one diſplayed to view. 


the moſt coſtly finery he had. The 
Magiſtrates, with the enſigns of theis 


Mee, heightened by their preſence 


the ſplendor of the ceremony: the air 
was filled with the ſweeteſt perfumes, 
that were burned with profuſion: the 
ments formed rapturous concerts: the 
facrifige was followed by feaſts, dan» 


were the feſtivals of the Gods, publics 
and popular — 


far from t 
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ces, ſports, illuminations, ſhows. Such 


The morality of Pagani was os 
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they were authoriſed and con! 
by the example of the Gods“: they 


ceed in their deſigns. 


ö L 164 } 
The vices to which man has ſuch an 
overbearing propenſity *” were not on- 
ly permitted, but even held in eſtima- 
tion: rewards were decreed to them“; 


were in a manner injoĩned . Exceſs 


of wine and impurity formed the my. 
| ſteries of Bacchus and Venus. To 


give oneꝰs· ſelf up to public proſtitution 


was an act of religion: the Gods in 
like manner encoura ged that eager de- 


fire men have after riches, even when 
| they endeavoured to obtain them by 
unlawful means. Robbers had their 


Mercury , and their Goddeſs Laverna, 
whom they. implored in order to ſuc- 
The thoughts 
of a future life never imbittered the 


pleaſures of the preſent. There was 


no puniſhment in Tartarus but for cer- 
tain monſtrous crimes us which men 


m—_ OO aa; which almoſt all 


. | | 0 — 


perſons forbear without much trouble 
to themſelves. Other "irregular 111 


never barred __ deere, into br 


1 yſian fields. 74 | — r — . 


This — wn was N 
ported by every thing that ob] give 


authority to a national worſhip. *They 
had ſucked it in with their mother's 
milk: they regarded it as the moſt 
precious inheritance of their fathers: 


the nations thought that their happi- 
neſs was connected with it: they made 


it the ground work of their Republicks 


and States. It was ſo dear to them, 
that they fought in its defence with 


more ardour than for their own lives. 
This religion was ſo ancient, that, its 
origin being loſt in the obſcurity of 


old times, it was believed to have the 
ſame beginning with the world: they 


made the Gods themſelves the Authors 
ofs it. All ages and all nations 
dee teflimony to it. And what ar- 
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day we {till follow z Thoſe great Phi- 


chants us; Thoſe Hiſtorians; who 


Geniuſes, ſo many men of parts, as 
Rome and Greece have produced, came 


with the populace in ſinging their praiſes. 


Nations, and a torrent: of victories 
lieved the was indebted to her religion 
Alexanders, the Cæſars, laid down all 
Idols, and theſe Maſters of the World 
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gument is more cogent ——— 


verſal conſent of mankind ꝰ Thoſe 
wiſe Legiflators, whoſe' Laws: to this 


loſophers, whote: Works we admire; 
Thoſt Orators, whoſe eloquente in- 


ſerve us for models; ſo many happy 


to do homage to the Gods, and joined 


Rome had learned from Jupiter that 
ſhe ſhould be one day the Queen of 


had verified the prediction. She be- 
for this Em pire of the U niverſe. The 
their grandeur at the feet of their 


were proud of being their ſervants: 


the Gods had 1 chem proof of 
3 | their 


{ #07 } 


thera} try hs oe ze nh 


tions v ſet up by thoſe Wan 
ledged their aſſiſtance, and Hiſtories 
abounded with miracles they had 
wrought; ſometimes by puniſhing the 
profaners of the places conſecrated to 
them at other times by diſplaying 
their | 
them : they delivered Oracles***, 
„ The Oracles and prodigies of the falſe Gods 6d het 
ceaſe at che birth of Jeſus Chriſt. God was pleaſed to 
permit the continuation of them for ſome Ages, that men 


i. 


might be made more ſenſible of the power of the Almighty | 


Arm, which triamphed over [dolatry, though upholded 
by all theſe ſupports. 


Mr. Vandale has employed his valt fearing; and Mr. 
Fontenelte the:charms'of his ſtyle, to prove that the Ora- 
cles of the Gods were nothing but the tricks of their Prieſts, 
I doubt whether they have convinced many perſons of this 
paradox; however, jt is ſufficient for me, that theſe Ora- 
cles were generally believed to be Divine by the Pagans, 
and that for. this reaſon they regarded them as the ſtrongeſt 
ſupports of their religion. The ſame. may be ſaid of the 


prodigies performed by the Gods; that, whether true or 


falſe, they produced, when believed, the ſame elfect. 
That ſuch was the general belief of the Pagans, is a thing 


dot to de queſtioned. This one thing,” ſays wy 
. e do 


goodneſs to thoſe who invoked | 
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that lau was not hid f r them : 
there were certain ck aa even 
for a continual fucceſſion of miracles” 
performed every day, and [Temples 
wherein the Gods appeared in human 
form : the Sibylline Verſes aſſured 
Rome, that her dominion ſhould laſt 
as long as ſhe obſerved her ancient 
ceremonies; and this city ſhewed an 
ardent zeal to ſupport a religion, by 
an adherence to which ſhe was deſti- 
ned to ſo glorious. a pre-e minence, 
Thus Heaven and Earth, Gods and 
Men, ſeemed to unite in ſtrength. 
ning D root en inn. 
The Jews were the . people 
of God. God had given them his 
Law. He had Webac in favour of il * 


f 

« ] 2 aver, Würth Delphick Oracle had 3 
ſuch vogue and high repute; had never received, from | 
all people and Princes, ſo many and coftly preſents; if WI b. 
r m 
6 th 


SO them, 


1% 1 


ad moſt aſtoniſhing miracles. Te 

a dwelt among them in a m. e 
= | Temple: they were tlie ſole u oat 
nes of his religion and worſhip: proud 
of cheſe advantages, they looked with 
4 contempt on all other nations, whom 
o I they believed unworthy of the favours 
of the Supreme Being: they expected 
nat that time a Meſſiah *, who Wa! to 
5 break the yoke of the Fee „re- 
1 ſtore the Throne of David and Solo- 
e. mon to its priſtine glory, and, by a 


1 I fries of victories and conqueſts, bring 

\_ all the world under fobjeciont t to ** 
Laws. 

je The Chuiſtianity, which. was to be 

us ſubſtituted in the room of Judaiſm 

of and Idolatry, was much more fitted to 

fright men than to allure them. Its 


om ll * There wii besen before Jelus who- pretended to 
; if WI be the Meffab. Aﬀter bim, as the Jew in Celſus confe 
many gave themſelves out for ſuch ; which is a plain prope 
that there was a general perſuaſion among the Jews, that 


1 Meſſiah was to make his appearance at that time, 
doctrines 
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doctrines are theſe: There is.only one 


God, fpiritual and infinite, whom the 


eyes cannot behold, nor the imagina- 
tion repreſent, nor the mind compre- 


hend: the world was created: by Him, 


and is governed by his Providence: 


nothing is concealed from Him: He 
knows even tle moſt ſecret thoughts, 


This Supreme Being alone | deſerves 
our adorations. Idols merit only our 
contempt. In This Godhead are three 
diſtin& Perſons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. The ſecond was 
made Man. This God-man, called 
Jeſus, was born of a Virgin. He 
came to heal us of the diſorders into 
which we were plunged, and to in- 
able us to walk in the path of virtue. 
He inſtituted a baptiſm of water, to 
cleanſe us from our fins, and engage 
us to lead a new life. He confirmed 
his doctrine by miracles: being wil- 


ling to 1 vs with the price of 
his 


111 1 1 [ 
his blood, He ſuffered an ignominious = Ti 
death on the croſa. He roſe again at+ - 1 
4 ter his death. All men ſhall one dax Id 
nie again: the wicked ſball be pu- I 
niſhed with everlaſting torments: the | Fl 
good ſhall enjoy an endleſs felicity, 
e The Chriſtians told the Jews, they 
. vainly flattered "themſelves that the 
Law which they received from God 
ir W was to continue for ever; that their 1 
cM worſhip and ceremonies were aboliſh- =] 
a, ed; that they were no longer the only 1 
az elect people; but that all people were | 
.d I <qually invited into covenant; with the 1 
le Lord 3 that the indulgences granted | 1 
to by Moſes to the hardneſs of their | 
n. hearts were revoked. In the room 
e. ol a victorious Maſter of the World, 

to whom they expected for their Mei- 

ge ſiah , they preſented to them a poor 
ed hndicraſe-may | Who died _ a | 

il- crit... | | Il 
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forbad every vice *; it thwarte 
the paſſions, rene all the incli- 
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To an u. Involapehinfible," doc 
. Chriſtians Joined a ſevere morality. 
Their'Law was ſo perfect, that their 
adverſaries declared it was impractica- 
ble w: it injoined every virtue: it 
d all 


nations. The Believers renounced all 
pleaſures: they led a ſtric-t and ſe- 
vere life: they bound themſelves by 
oath, not for the purpoſe of any 
wickedneſs, but to forbear commit- 
ting any theft or adoltery, to be true 


to their promiſes, and never to deny 


a truſt: they did not allow themſelves 
to take revenge : they loved one 
another as brethren, and had all their 
goods in common : their charity 


was not confined to thoſe of their 
own religion ; it extended to all 
men; and: Tdolaters who were poor 
found always from them the relief the⸗ 


wanted: they were patterns of virtue, 
| and | 


p 


1 


and; by e en fallinor ewe diet 


heathens, nothing could be laid to their 
charge but their religion *; as they 


made the life to come their chief con- 


cern, they ſhewed little or no regard 


for the preſent life n; their watchings 


and long faſtings made them pale and 


meagre : they deſpiſed the cruelleſt 


puniſhments, and ran to meet death 
with joy for the defence of their faith 
: they were ſo ſubmiſlive to Sove- 
reigns, that they diſcontinued their re- 
ligious aſſemblies, when the Emperor 


inhibited them; in the great revo- 


lutions which diſturbed the State, we 


no- where find thàt any of them ever 


entered into any conſpiracy againſt the 
reigning Princes, not even againſt thoſe 
who were their madd cruel Perſecutors. 


It was nas; oni its doctrine and 


PRE y that Chriſtianity, 2 


moreover were obſtacles to its eſtabliſn- 
* 1111ͤ 


——— table higcklce qubdacihis 


LA 
ment. It was a religion but juſt 
ſprung up, and which the de- 
. grading Nania of its Author had 
impreſſed with a character of ignomi- 
ny; areligion preached by a few poor, 
unbred, ignorant men, whom the 
Greeks and Romans treated as Bar- 
barians ; a religion that was ſcarce 
followed by any but the populace , 
whoſe ſuffrage ſeems fitter to diſcredit 
an opinion than propagate it; a reli- 
gion — by its attack upon the 
Gods paſſed for Atheiſm, and was on 
that account looked upon as the cauſe 
of the public calamities — 
TE Oc ib m6 | from its et riſe by the 
laws of the Empire , and puniſhed 
by the moſt dreadful infligtions 3 A re- 
ligion, whoſe plain unadorned wor- 

hip made no court to the ſenſes; a 
religion which required men to ſuf- 
fer preſent evils enen of an 
invilable reward. K 
What 
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proud Gre, the wild Scythian, are 
| all included in this proje&. © 


The Goſpel will be preached i in the 
Fires of the Jews, in the tem- 


ples of the Idols, in the academies of 


Athens, in the courts of Princes. The 
pretended influence of climates,” the 
antipathyofminds, the jealouſy of glory, 
the rivalſhip of dominion, the oppoſi- 


tion of intereſts, the variety of ſenti- 
ments, the contrariety of inclinations, 
the difference of manners, the diverſity 
of cuſtoms, the characteriſtic vice: 
nations, mu not hinder people from 


of 


uniting all together in the ſame ſociety, 


| receiving 8 1 ſame faith, following the 


ſame maxims, practiſing the famevir- 
tues, and looking oh each other” 


brethren. Every nation is ſo fond of | 


the practices they have been ond ac- 


cuſtomed to, that the —_— trifling - 


ones have bad their A In the 
5 laſt century the. Chin, it is well 
| known, 


a 


Lg! lien 
hm to — ee | 
The Romans, thoſe Maſters of the 
World, never imagined themſelves pow- 
erful enough to conſtrain the people 
they had conquered to uſe the ſame 
language, the ſame. dreſs, the ſame 
manner of living; much leſs dared 
they to change any thing in their re- 
ligion. They were forced to permit 
the Gauls to warſhip their oaks; the 
Syrians, their unhewn ſtones, and the 
Egyptians their crocodiles and: onions. 
Yet Here it is propoſed to alter, not 
only; ſome indifferent enen bur 
EVErF; dhiog that every nation held 
moſt hallowed, moſt ve- 
nerpble — indiſpenſable. The un- 
' dertaking i is no leſs than to aboliſh the 
Gods, of all nations, and to introduce 
in their, ſtead the worſhip of a Man 
Who died upon a croſs; to triumph 
over, the p Sed of nature, the pre- 
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valence of inclingtions, the ; „f 
_ the dominion of prejudices, 
e power of laws, the aſcendency of 
cuſtom, the bent of education in al 
N countries of che u unwerſe. aol! 


ett The Ti I 3. 2 | 0 | 
Miſes us m conſi der the Time choſen 


for executing this deſign. — it : 
when men, diſperſed in foreſts, li 
without ſociety, without laws; = 
out police, without arts and ſciences? 
a time when the ignorance and ſtupi- 
dity of the multitude made it ſo Now 
for = of wo pred to impoſe 


has ml enightrnes, 'the gt ey 
gant z/ the age, wherein Rome, ad- 
vanced to hs! Tet of} power y th 


(ug. J 


eels of the World by het lirerature and 
laws-rran age that preſents. to our 
minds the idea of taſte,, of genius, 
erudition, and talents— that age, the 
ſtandard of perfection of every kind, 
whoſe name is uſed as a fit elogium to 
characterize and betoken ages of the 
greateſt politeneſs. The whole Em- 
pire was filled with Philoſophers, Ora- 
tors, Poets, and Hiſtorians. The love 
ol literature was univerſal. The Greek 
language, which was then the vehicle 
of learning, was ſo common at Rome, 
in Africa, and in Gaul, that even the 
vomen ſpoke it. Cicero had written 
his Philoſophical Treatiſes in Latin, to 
gratify the curioſity even of thoſe. a- 
mong the people who, had not been 
able to acquire the knowledge of 
Greek . Every one was acquainted 
with the various opinions of the ſects, 
and declared in favour of thoſe which 


| be to haye the . over 
1 4 9 the 


| E how univerſal it was becom 


which is not to be compre: 
warn appears incon Lats 5 o 


* » * * 
. we + 
[ | 1 


che others, Either i in the forae of: rea- 


ning, or he e wes 
tures. 22 45 11 2 


The heli grew Wabüpesch Site, 


; portion/as tlie underſtanding grew en- 


lightened. Never was n lo: great 
a depravatien of manners. One may 
ſee; in the Poets of that age, en a 
highth licentiouſneſs had been n 


Thoſe very men, who piqued . 


+ ſelves" upon their extraordinary wiſ⸗ 
dom, are the perſons who are to be 


reproached with the monſtrous ettra- 


vagance, with the inconceivable: ſtu- 


pi ity, of worſhipping ſtones, metal, 
and wood. It is in this age of -know- 
lege, it is to theſe men ſo jealous of 
the prerogative of | reaſon, theſe men 
who enjoyed a full freedom of think- 


ing, that a doctrine is to be 2 


which 


. 


which e to ps the: maſt: 
evident truths. It is r required of theſe 
men to believe, with * ſimplicity, 

and docility of children, the incon- 
ceivable myſteries preached unto them. 

No reaſoning is to be employed to 
make them embrace tenets ſo ſtrange. 
Jo pay an unreſerved ſubmiſſion, to 
reſign their underſtanding, to bring 
their reaſan into ſubjection, is the 
thing expected from them. To theſe 
men, drowned in voluptuouſneſs, ac- 
cuſtomed to deny nothing to their ap- 
petites, in whom the habit of licen- 
tiouſneſs has formed a ſecond nature, 
rules of conduct are to be preſcribed, 
which. wok the 3 thwart 
all the natural affections, and wound 
the heart. Theſe men are required 
to forego all pleaſure for a ſevere and 
rigid life; to abhor all vices, and to 
practiſe all virtues; not only criminal 
aFions are forbidden to; theſe debauched 


men, 


; XA 
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men, but eren every thought, every 


x * | 
defire 'of commi RE Wks 
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The AUTHORS. 


"Ate they Greeks and Romans Who 
are at the 5325 of this enterpriſe ? O- 
rators, Philoſophers, Sages,' (whoſe 
reputation is a kind of law to us) 
| men, whoſe ſuperior abilities give them 
a certain aſcendency over the mind 
and heart? They are Jews, - expoſed 
to all the ſtrokes of raillery on account 
of the fooliſh credulity imputed to 
them. Jeus, hated and Aeli 
all nations. — They are en, 
without learning, without abili ities, 
weak and puſillanimous ; ; - * twelve 
men, whoſe condition, appearance, 

and manners, inſpire nothing but con- 

| tempt. Theſe are the men who un- 
dertake to inſtruct the Greeks, the 
5 Father 


© 12 23 1 2 
Fathers. of Arts and Sciences; ; the Ro- 
mans, the Maſters of the World. 
Theſe are they who purpaſe to con- 
vit the Sages of folly, the Philoſophers 
of 1 ignarance, the whale j Univerſe of 
error, 3 * 90 


n *Fy 5 * b y g 1 4 4 4 
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enen „een 
The M E A N. 8. 00 . bine, 
Eloquence has often rendered Oras. - 
tors Maſters of the AN - 
Rome and Athens; but the / Apolt 
are unacquainted with the art a A 
Cicero or Demoſthenes: they ſpeak 
like the loweſt of the populace: their 
Greek is not pure: the turn of their 
phraſes is often Hebraical and barba- 
rous; conſequently, in the judgmen 
of Greeks and Romans, their diſcour- 
ſes are " irregular and ſlovenly; their 
ſtyle is rugged, and thick-ſet with pa- 
rentheſes; a confuſion prevails in it, 
which” gives pony” and requires the 


ſtron =Y 


P AO GA. oats 
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ſuungeſt attention. Language, hi 
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fatigues the mind to make itſelf un- 
ole fitted to gain a 
Be. Iren 6 37 88 l 


a S444 FS $1 5 NN a p 71 « od Ie * ; 3 Y = {+ 


S %# —— SEL 
i RG U NM ME? 2 
n 14 2 


13 


b o 1 15 A 1 3 to 


ane ſome Diſciples by the force 
he Apoſtles take a 
. 00 they give no other 
proofs truth of the doctrines 


19 


"> 


4 they * that of a _—_ 
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| Men . ſeduce by. artifice 
1 whom they have not been able 
o move by the weight of reaſons, or 
gain by the charms of eloquence. Ne- 

ver was conduct more ſimple, more 
. uptight, more frank, more open, than 


that: of the Apoſtles. They , preach 
_ crucified. at Jeruſalem before his 


y erer 2 they preach him in the 


4 36 2254 | | . Temple 


my 


lübeſdte the Council 'of 


the nation 1 they preach the Goſpel 


at Corinth in the Synagogue, at Ephe- 


ſus in a public School, at Athens in 
the Areopagus, at Rome in the Court 


of Nero. Men find in them no flat- 
teries to procure favour,” nd concealed 
practices, no intrigues, no ſecret” ma- 
nagement to draw in followers: far 
from being aſhamed of the humilia- 
tions of their Maſter, they take a pride 
in them, and boaſt of knowing no- 
thing but Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- 
cified. ; 
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— — to corrupt; and men 
iy often ſucceed in the moſt difficult 
enterpriſes by theſe means. But where 
were the 

H by heir condition, 
their Choice, yrs obj 0 L. 
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5 . want of riches men co 
their by authority a 
But Jy; phat; confuleration | in the 
world could they be, who were 

Prung from the ee e people, 

men equally contemptible far the low- 
- neſs of their extraction, and en 


s of their ee bick-: 
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When perſons cannot perfuade? by 
Hocunide, convince by reaſoning, ſe- 
duce by artifice, corrupt by riches, or 
overbear by authority, there remains 
ſtill one * more efficacious and 
more cogent, force and violence. 
It is thus that many Potentates have 
ſubdued nations. It is thus thay che 
e made the peoples they had con- 
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e which Chriſtianity, if one 
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* nd to their laws. But —a 
band of twelve Fiſhermen! is a power- 
ful army, truly, to bring the whole 
world under lub eQtion | And to diſ- 
perſe and go 4 ſeparately into the re- 
moteſt parts of en earth à likely 
method to facilitate the conqueſt It 
is not by victories they gain followers; 


it is by their patience. It is not by 


taking ſword in hand, but by ſubmit- 
ting theit necks to the ſword, that 
they make Diſciples. They are ſheep, 
which have nothing to oppoſe to the 


fury of the wolves — devour them, 


but an unalterable meekneſs. Their 
3 armour is nne, bleeding, 
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We have already pointed out 9 


* ſo tay, laid in the way of its own 
ekſtabliſh- 


— 


1 = E 4s J 
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_pitiſhment'sf its Author, t le oh bY 
city of, its "worſhip, P> the aer 


TS. OD W 1 
and ig orance f its Preae the 
ien [Ib h.d #1} her, 13 
extent Ol Its Inter rOpaga- 


th F n, the time choſen 79 Ueef? publi- 
cation of it, the want of all en 
means that could habe favo red 
ſucceſs: "we will ſpeak nom only. of 


the forei eign obſtacles; the obſt⸗ 
"which | het adverſaries of this: re gion 


threw in its way, to ſtop the pr 
- of it. © eFIUSVAISEET it 40 Jans as — non! 
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Rs he "Pagans and Jews, blackened 
\ Cliriſtianity by calumnies, ;and-fer- up 
miracles i in oppoſition to it. The He- 
 reticks rent it by their errors, t le Ti- 

loſophers attacked it with their⸗ Fri 
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* Theſe ations are quite oundleſs, It is — 
indeed? * a Ciriihians WAI not worlhip the Gods 
of the Empire ;, but they could notz on that acoount, be 
P accuſed of Atheiſm. They adored the God who 

Maker of Heaven and Earth. Neither did the 
Chriſtians perſorm cheit miracles. by diabolical power 3 for 
they came to overturn 1 power « of the Devilz and wrought 
no miracles: but in the name of their Maſter. Though 
their Church conſiſted, in à great meaſure, of the/popu- 
lace, yet there. were among them Philoſophers and Men 

of Leürning; whoſe erudition and oo the very Hea- 
thenseſteemed : there were perſons of all ranks, Knights, | 
. and Conſuls. They invited indeed into their. 
[the greateſt. profligates 3 but, to gain admiſſion 
. theſe debauchees were obliged to quit their, looſe 
life, and betake themſelves to the practice of virtue 6; 
Us 45 ang ie with an immoveable conſtancy, all that 
their Maſter had taught them“, however incomprehen- 
dble, ecauſe they knew he was commilſioned by God 
to inſtruẽt mankind... Supported by the promiſes of this 
Divine Lawgiver, they looked upon the bleſſed immor- 
1 which he had * them to > expect, as certain: 


that, 11 the — 


grandeur, and territory, if il it was be⸗ 
come apr ey to dee Barbarian, it Pro- 
eceded from tlie neglect of th e reli- 
gious *cereritonies, to Ste ble baron 
of which its duràtiom and preſervation 
were annexed 15; they ſaid that 
the Chriſtians were Magieians ; - that - 
they deſired not to bare — them 
men of knowledge, but only fools, 
blockheads, Supes, children, filly wo- 
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25 therefore they made Fehr of the prefenc Iif ey they 
deſpiſed tortutes, and braved death. N does dot öppœatr, 
by the judicial i iry which Pling into the con- 


duct of the Chril ;ans, that they few an infant af, "their 
meets and cat its fleſh, er War they were guifty of 


inceſt 0s. They not only reſolutely denied, 7 be Joo 

of tortures,” that any ſuch things were pradt 1 | 

mem; but even thoſe of their refigion; whom the t 

of torments bad. made Apoſtates, boxe witneſz to their | | 
nocence, „ although it was for their intereſt to impute 

them 2 in order to juſtify meir erees npoſtdeys/ 
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- To this we may add, that the rules and conduct 


Chriſtians, as we have defcribed them even from the Yan rey) 


of their enemies, were inconſiſtent net only wafer hes 
rible — but even with the leaft trregulariti | 
could men; whoſe humanity and virtue the * Frere | 
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out of their wits, and made a jeſt of 
their blind faich, which led them to 
believe the moſt incomprehenſible and 
ous things: they thought their 
hope of other life abſurd and ſeuſe⸗ 
left: How, ſaid they, can you Per- 
ſuade' ' yourſelves es that you᷑] God, whe 
uffers: you, to. be expoled to — 
— bi — &, ; tas any defite""tg' 4 
| py The evi you 
e da "plainly; that he has 
not power enough, er kindneſs 
you, to deliver you. from 
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him an immortality replete with plez- 
fure ? He protects you not from a cruel 
death, and yet yon latter yourſelves, 
that he will raiſe you again: 2 — 
amazing ſolly and ale ob oft: 
you ſet at nonght preſent t 
becauſe you are afraid of fu utu 
that are uncertain; from an apprehe f 
don of dying after death, you ftand 
in no fear of dying at preſent. In 
ſhort, the Pagans ; omg. that the 
Chriſtians at their meetings; ſlew an 
infant, eat the fleſh of. . and after 
this execrable repaſt polluted., them mn. 
ſelves by the moſt | abominable im pu- 
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The Jews 1 were not dels 
with the Pagans in the hatred. — 
bore to the Chriſtians, They re. 
proached them with being men of 
low birch: chat they had Ep 0 

em- 
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Aken the law of their fathers 4? chat 

they put! ckeir trust in a" man who, 

having been "erdcified? hat incurred 


tlie maledictibn prontiticed by the 
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Jeſus was bury of a Virg in 2a thin 
appardiitly fabulous 8 * they ad. 
a a plurality of 11 28 into 1 
Codhed f ge they aſſerted Go Go dhad 
vouchfafed to become man, — 4 t UL 
abſolutely” impoſſible , and that they 
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thefe A. were, there was a. 
bundance of people who, without, 427 
examination, judged them to be trui 
becauſe they wiſhed them to be ſo. 
The world eafily believes the evil im- 
puted to them whom it does not 

like; and who was ever loaded more 


than the Chriſtians with: the enn 
hatred a 
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The miracles, which the Jews and 
Pagans laid claim to, were either im- 


poſtures, er operations, of the Devil. 


They owned: that Jeſus, cheit Maſter, was cypcified, 
becauſe he called himſelf the Meſfiah, the Son of f (God; 
but they believed that he ſuffered this puniſhment upjuftly,. 
ſince he had proved his miſſion by mitacles and the fulfil- 
ung of prophecies, They left off the obfervance of the 

Jaw of Moſes, becauſe they bad Iparned from the Apoſtles, 
who confirmed their doctrine by Miracles, that this law 
was no longer in force. Upon the ſame evidence they 
believed the plurality of perſons in God! that 
one of thoſe perſons was made man; at this” Say 
was born of a Vir Hayin iy theſe i- 
vinely- inſpired Pe, Bonn Ks pf fam which 
tme Jews all ne pK alen | 
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Nviſior _rvins.a {ocicty, or. © Londerd 
in inereaſe. „A State has generally 
more to fear from the diſunion of. j its 
members, than from the forces of Al 
enemies. Never did there ariſe + 
: any hereſfies as in the firſt ages of the 
1 Churek There is no believing the 
Chriſtians, ſaid the Jews and Pagans, 
when they diſagree ſo much among 
themſelves Dog tp of Alexandria 
confeſſes fairly, that this great number 
gf erroneous. opinions very much re 
tarded the ere 1 the truth. 
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in which they employed all the reſour- 
ces of their wit to give a plauſible turn 


1 5 1 


out of zeal for their Gods, or venation 
to ſee themſelves confounded, they re. 


folved to exert their moſt wrt 


forts to ſtop the courſe of this religion: 


they dude its dactrines: they, peru- 
ſed with attention its books, ihn 


view to heighten all the difficulties 


they could find there. Gelſus, Por- 
phyry, and Julian, oompoſed Works, 


toldolatry ve, and to charge Chriſtianity. 
with contradictions and anne r 
they were not contented to write, they 


even declaimed 1 againſt the 
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Prin the very fuſt preaching of che ‚ 


Chriſtian religion the whole Univerſe 
conſpires to its deſtruction 0. The 
Agee with chains, 


a load the. 


and 
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— death: cho ene 
thencities, riſs up againſt the Faith 
ful they are # mark for the fury of 
men to ſhoot at: the Emperogs, by 
their Laws, arm the Magiſtrates a- 
gainſt them: they are hunted like”: 
wilch beaſts: the common puniſhments | 
appear too mild for ' thoſe Who are 
looked ùpom as enemies to the Gods 
and the State. Tortures, horrid to 
think: on, are invented, or renewed 
ainſt them: they are beaten with 
rods, ſtretched on the rack, torn with 
brazen claws,” harrowed with teeth aof 
iron; d by fire, nailed to 
coſſes: it was a kind of barbarous 
ſport to ſee them mangled by dogs, 
6 devoured by lions, covered with burn 
ns plates, ſeated on red-hot chairs, 
thrown into boiling oil, roaſtad at 
ſlow-fires; bruiſed under mills, plun-- 
ged under the waves, buried alive, 
cut to pieces. Men uf a new their 
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they ens — = = 
remains of life in them: they. chuſe 
aut fur them thoſe pains by which 
men are longeſt in dying: they heal 
them with a ſuvage care, to enable 
park of pity: towards: them ie to, b 
found: even the populace, who ge- 
nerally feel ſome touches of compaſ- 
ſion for the greateſt criminals when 
going | to — ee the tor- 
df joy: "hath itſelf Seele {c- 
Lure them from the rage of their Fer- 
ſccutors : they are exaſperated, a- 
their ſad remains: they reduce 
chem to aſhes aud tee ya Em 
5 — — deteſtation of them is. 
fatified-with the puni(l 
individuals: Rome grows; drunke 
with their blood: ſhe ſets ri ri 
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a flowing, and deluges ges the land: nei- 
ther age, nor ſex, nor rank, nor con- 
dition, is ſpared : ir is not 2 Ferſecu- 
years: it is by centuries we muſt rec» 
kon the duration of the Church's ſuſ- 
ferings, One cannot trace her, ſor 
three hundred ycare, but hy the blood 


that was ſpilt, and the light of the 


fires a 3 kindled againſt her, 
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rene 
ſuccogled' «gather trial of ſoothing and 
careſſing . ſtriye to ſeduce 
Bote u bog er; not vanqquiſh. 
Reiches, honours, dignities, the favours 
of che Prinee, every ching is offered 
to hain theſg men mrRardlaſd of Pein 
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theis edge, and death-1 its fiing, : hus 
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What has been the iſſue ef che en! 
iſe formed by the Apoſtles? Ah! 
what ſuceſs culd be ee F from 
men who} having all kinds of oppo 
tion to overcome, employ no mean 
for doing” it but ſuch ab are obſtacles ? 
On one fide, we find a religion plea- 
ſing and pompous, thought to to be 
Sund by the Gods, and ie 
to be as ancient as hs ren On 
the oth | er, 4 religion "rigid, fimp 2 

and new. On one fide, Sages, Phi- i © 
155; es len of Gena Bit f TOA 4 
Magi alte, "Armies, and the Wii fo 


Univerſe: On the other, „a Few ill. th 
terte perſons,  undefended, 25 unſup- Th 
e ;” unaſſiſted. On o le wh No 
thority, inhumanity, 0 ur: 5 the 2 
other, weakneſs, patience, "death, o BB 
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tims. To which ſide mult the victory 


fall? 1 Mut * 


the Throne, aud, the - Erilmaglac--t6 


1 5 e Gods, and. they meet 


with nothi 8 but contempt. Jeſus 

peaks Fitch authority from the der, 
tion of his ctoſs 4 Come unto me, 
and men run to him through racks, 


and gibbets, and flaming piles. Twelve 


Calileans introduce the worſhip of 
heir crucitjec x Maſtery ner only among 
a a great numbe er of oe who  demand- 
cd.his execution, but even an innu- 
merable e multitude 5 Gentiles, 
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und w t into all the Sch 


Hor oe 85 Js unto, the ends o is Free! x 
There is no; country, where they, have 
not a ee progeny of Fenn 
no region where they do not. ereck to 

phics $0 1055 Chriſt: they 
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wen oe bey and evtiragey" 


ad aha r. alen wr 
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aboliſhing that they W [en 0 
of deftrugion to, all biene, multi- 
toſs dat ae Cain i ahl ſp 


probe 

of them. 5 5 of 
men open their n 
Temples: — rn A 

e no longę Gods; and. hey nn 
Lindo triumph perfectly new; a kind 
of trimmph peculiar td himſelf; makes 
of his enemies ſo many worſhippers, 
Thus by a Perſecution of three: 0 
dred years, by torments, erueltit 


maſſacres, the whole Univerſe — 


Chriſtian, With Conſtantine the Croſs 
ends: che . Throne; and 


Rome, 


The blood of 
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Barbarians, Who overturn that Mo- 


che ſceptres of the earth, ue 3 
for the protection of the Goſpel.” This 
eity, Miſtreſs of the nations, - after- 
ward falls a prey and a flave to the 


narchy which had ſwallowed up all o- 


chers. The greateſt part of the States 


formed out of theſe ruins fall likewiſe 


in 3 turn. In the midſt of theſe 


which ſhake the Uni- 


| a the Church of Chriſt alone, 


immoveable as its Author; knows no 
viciſſitude- She is encreaſed by the 
Ioſſes of Rome. She ſees theſe Con- 
querofs, "who have held the Capi 
'of the world in chains, ſubmit to her 
yoke, and glory in being 8 her 'chil- 
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6 1 was à Prince of the blood 
royab of Lacedemon. He paſſeſſed, 
in an eminent degree, the arts of 'pet- | 
ſuaſion: his moderation in refuſing a 
Crown, which was offered him, and 


; the integrity of his manners, gi 


him an univerſal eſteem. The Orac 

of Delphi declared that he ought ra- 
ther to be regarded as a God than as 
a man: poſſeſſed of ſo high! a veriera- 


tion, he plarined a body of *laws'for | 
his county; they were 3 


Apollo, who not only pronouiieed 


them good, but declared, moreoves, 
that they would procure great glory 


to thoſe; who obſerved them. Not- 


vitbltanding the approbation and the 


promiſes of this God, theſe regula- 
tions were not received without oppo- 
ſition: they even occaſioned an inſur- 
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rection, in which Lycnrgus was wound- 
ed and loſt an eye. Having appeaſed 
this riot by his inſinuating manners 
and the inchantment of his eloquence, 


he engaged the Lacedemonians to the 
obſervance of his laws. To ſecure the 


duration of them he had recourſe to 


an artifice: he required of the King 
and the people, that they ſhould pro- 
miſe, with an oath, to make no al- 
teration in them, till he ſhould return 
from a voyage he intended to Delphi. 
He then left the city, and returned 
thither no more. Theſe laws were 
never adopted by any of the 'neigh- 
1 cities, and, after oe: Ages, 
"one alone aboliſhed them. 

' Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, Zeno, 
were great Philoſophers. T hey were 
held in eſteem, as Sages : their abili- 


ties, their learning, their genius, Were 


admired: they joined to the ſtrength 
m reaſoning the 2 o feloquenee 


ö 2 and 


{m4 
15d al the graces of compoſition. vet 
theſe Sages were never able to bring 
their countrymen. to live according to 
the rules of the morality; which: they 
taught: they could never check the 
vices that reigned among them, nor 
had they ever 0 emen, num- 

ber of Diſciple. 
Forming the manners of. e ex- 
Ar nary perſons in certain particu 
lars, and eſtabliſhing at Lacedemon a 
harſh and ſavage policy This is the 


upſhot of the utmoſt efforts of hu- 
man wiſdom. , Plotinus himſelf, a fa- 
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yourite of the Emperor Gallienus, 
could not obtain of that Prince the 
end to rebuild a little town 
in Campania, (Plotinus Life, by Por- 
phyry)-to introduce there the. obſery- 
ance of Plato's Rules. Ho very dif- 
ferently has the fooliſhneſs If the 
pi to oft is not in one 
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Uaverle, that it has introduced rules 


much more ſevere; and much m 


perfect, than thoſe of Lycurgus, 80 
crates, and Plato. Julian will bear 


me witneſs. He to whom the mora- 


lity of the Goſpel appeared ſo excel- 
lent, that he uſed his beſt endeavours 


to adac it into Fagunifn Aces 
Bo een ens eee e 
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ee bade — Aer this 
Aach not only at Tyana, his native 
lace, but even in many other Cities. 


Emperors erected Temples to him. 
Celebrated Writers compoſed works, 
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to juſtify the worſhip that was paid him. 
This worſhip entered naturally into 
the ſyſtem of the Pagan religion, whoſe 


- were multipled more and more by 
length of time. All theſe advantages 
could not. fave. this factitious Divinity 


from. diſappearing in a ſhort. time; It 
| hund not bern 10 with the worſhip of - 
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jeſus. This worſhip. an inn 
overthrow to Idolatry.:: Tthas) been 
diſputed againſt | by Phil Warmen 
jected by the Populace, proſeribed by 
Sovereigns, and, in ſpite of all theſe 
oppoſitions, it has been ubiverſally 
eſtabliſhed. Time, that deſtroys every 
thing, has not been able-to- aboliſh 
it, and, after ſeyenteen centuries, our 
holy Lawgiver ſees ſtill at his feet the 
old and new World. He ſees the 
greateſt Kings of the Earth glorying 
in being his Diſciples, and heightening 
the ſplendor of their Crowns by the 
titles of Chriſtian and of Catholick. 
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How ehwes it to Paſs chen; that they 
haue! ihbver"/6# ut to preach the Coran 
among us? Why have they never 
attempted to convin * by the bate 
a Le ef- 


groan undder the preffure of their | 
tyranny, and would find ſo great tem- 
poral advantages in en it? lt 
is E breauſe they have always conceived, 
that ſuch an Ken would by 
unſucceſsful ; 1. and yet ade is much 
kfdifference between Chriſtianity and 
Mahometiſm, than there is bety | 


Idolatry and Chriſtianity; not to t en- 
tion the obſtacles found in tlie latter, 
which. Soul.” not occur er rag 
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te in the Catholick Church for the 
reformation. « of manners, Dor rate 


Na the fruit af Ts lab; 
gloried in- ſeeing. ſome few « 
hearers break oft their vici ricious | 


chats W eee all l 5 
and cares, the far greater par of, fin- 
ners continued to walk in the "ways 
of wickedneſs. Vicious habits, = 
againſt the caches of conſcience; 
= . with Remorſe, the 
— of which we cannot but 
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1 fion of Ages were become, as it were, 


Chriſt 
: have: the reſolution to con 
what muſt be the preralei 


ſons, _ tel Gheren of own "q - | 


to extirpate the el which men were 
under of giving themſelves up to all 
kinds of pleaſure; a habit as ancient 
as themſelves, formed in their in an- 
, indulged through the whole courſe 
of their lives, ſupported. by the ex- 
_ le of al a I men,' no longer attended 

„ Kemorſe, and authoriſed inſtead 
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| of being condemned by their Reli; 


gion. It Was needful to root out na- 
tional vices, which by a long ſucceſ- | 


natural to the people iz, If bad ha- 
bits have ſo imperiaus a ſuay over | 
s, that there are ew, | 
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in Pagans ſtrengthened. — all ern 


cumſtances We, have uſt. now men- | 


tioned? Th: is not however in tg or 
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publication of the Goſpel, a Heathen. 
Philoſopher had 'been confolicd about, 
2 enterpriſe, as we have 5 -unfol, 4 


it; he would, have judged it extraya: 
pa | See 0450 0 
aby ſome angle one © could! 
have recalled this Philoſopher, to life. 


indeed he could r not. have 
But if . 
three hundred years after, and 
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zulars, and in the very manner it 
bad been planned; if he had ſeen. the 

| n 4 Religion prevailing 7 in g h 
v. by the learned and. Wa” 

tha cities and in the country, a- 
mong/nations the maſt barbarous, .as_ 
velias' the moſt civiliſed; if he had. 
ſeen this Religion upon the throne; 
ſuppor ted and Feier by all the ma- 
Felty 


_ this Project executed 1 in all itt Ei 


2 1 P 0 
* - > x 


— Tr ESO) 
— —— 1 — 
Ig K 4 a 


—— 2 — A 


SI, Sn 
— 


2 
— nes + 2h» 
„ 


| om 
— 2 


— 2 — 
Ye fm? arr 


. — Ons, _ 
= PIE — A 4s. 
—— — . ů — 


— 
— <hor, 
err 


_— 
— 


—— 


> Ma ON ET ON 


— RT 
—— 


— . 
— — 


Jr ne K * rs 
. 


——„ 72 een com 


—— — 


— — 
— 


2 —ů — — 
SH ITS — oos — 


— — — 


6— ——— —— —— — — 


— . 5g 
— % 
4 
” 
\ 
* 
. 
„ 
i 
| 0 


3 — — 
V 2 rs 
* 


divine? Certainly for he would have 
learned from Socrates and Plato, that 


— — * Re ——— 
EE TRE OE tr ett ett res 1 or Wks 
- 


| es we, to teach the true Mi 


* 
. 


K, Sapes ſuppo : 
a would have no weight. 


1 184 A 


jeſty of the Empire, could he poſlibly 
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comprehend an event ſo marvellous 
NC To te: expected, and would 
00 to a 


no one could reform the manners of 
men, and teach them piety, unleſ 
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And how can 
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acknowledge, that C hriſtianity 


iu tlie 


work of God. Our myſteries, if we 


hearken to thoſe men, are intrec 


They find in them inſuperable Giſh | 


culties, plain contradictions, and ab- 
ſolute impoſſibilities: they are, |:ac+ 
cording to them, chimera's, which are 


The morality of the Goſpel, 


to their opinion, is ſo ſevere, that it 
is impracticable. Let them draw the 


concluſion, that no one could na⸗ 
turally believe the 


our duties have been practiſed, there 
has been ſome ſupernatural, ſome; di- 


vine interpoſition in the eſtabliſhment 


of Chriſtianity. Let us form another 
argument of the ſame kind. Our ad- 
verſaries, though educated. in the 


ſom of the Church, are offended at 


rance on the 
earth, 


Chriſt's. FF mean a ppes 
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contrary. to good ſenſe and reaſons 


heſe myſteries, nor 
practiſe, theſe duties. If our myſ- 
teries then have been believed, and 
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moſ aſtoniſhing revolution. 
ected likewiſe a moſt prodi- 
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all that he hated, One de. in the 
number of men, in various Fn 
the world, who reject all that is ſought 

after by others with the greateſt ar- 
dour, and have an undiſſembled ea - 
gerneſs for all that others avoid: with 
have changed their nature: they ſet 
at nought riches, they have an aven- 
on to ecken they . lar. 
dere ignominy: e they-ave-cur- 
ſed, they bleſs; when abuſed, they 
think chomclves happy; when- perſe- 
cuted, they return thanks: when they 
are loaded with chains, they glory in 
them. Complaint is a language un- 
known among them: greedy of ſuf- 
the rage of their nemiests per etually 
diſappointed: what is inflicted on 
9 a puniſhmeneii the very thing 
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on of their Ju kn [oe Si 
Racks, ſcourges, a? ſpikes, croſfes, 
Wheel, red hot grichtdne, boiling oil, 
riidted lead, are diſplayed to their 
digit; and they fats! ith! af un- 
daunted look, this whole apparatus 
Uf pain: they are not contented with 
poſſeſſing; in the midft of tortüres, an 
unſhaken conſtancy ; they feel 3 bo 
which often riſes even to . 
they call for torments, they rac 
the wild beaſts, they Nee oy 
executioners : they falicitite *theraſelves 
in being mangled with wounds : mw 
offer, with. chearfulneſs, . thei 
to the axe: they run to the Rt 
faggots: the 55 of their death'is 0 
them the day of their ts ' 
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may venture to defy all the eloquerice 
of man, all the reaſoning, allt e l 


dom / al the power of nl, WW pro- 
juce a chang upon a inge per- 
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ir ividual, . not up na, ſmalbny 
_ of individuals but upon aa 
titude that exceeds: all computation? 
Is it natural for a man to ſtifle all: the 
cries of Nature? Is it natural fot him 
to deſtroy all the propenſities of it:? 
Are men naturally fond of that which 
Nature abhors ?: if not, it mult be 
owned that a metamorphoſis ſo N 
priſing is the effect of an e 
ſupernatural and I Divine. be ph 
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ref to good men, and, 3 
Ill] © their rules, it coſt very little to be 
li „ Chriſtianity Rien no hope of 
| a happineſs but what is entirely ſpiri- 
ttual, and demands for that the facri- 


16 fice of things moſt dear to us. get 
1 promiſe pn 22 The happi- 
[1 neſs which 1 propoſect N 
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guuſt promiſe. It was much more 
natural to chuſe that which coſt them 
hardly any thing, than that which uoſt 


them every thing. Let our adxrrſa- 


ries untie this knot, and ſolve; if they 
dan, the PR Ha 1 he 


- Under the n 
inhabitants of the a 


extraordinary in this diſorder was, that 
all perſons ſeized with it took to reci⸗ 
ting of Tragedies with great vehemence; 
and particularly the Andromeda of 


Euripides. 


about voice Q, — apron 
of the Gods oy PR ſo went 


Perſeus. This laſted ll the — 
mitt 


afflicted - with a very Sick yy | 
which was carried off the ſeventh day 
by bleeding or ſweating. What was 


The whole city was full 
of theſr hebdomadal Actors, who, 
quite pale and meagre, exclaimed with | 


We part f 


* 
in of winter, the — of which 
put a ſtop to the malady. The origin 
of it was (according to the 0 dinion 
Lucian, who gives us this hiſtory) 
from Archelaus, a very famous Player, 
having repreſented, in the middle of 
a very hot ſummer, this Tragedy of 
Euripides in ſo forcible a manner, that 
many left the Theatre in a fever, and, 
being quite out of their ſenſes, began 
to repeat the eee yt bad * 
been ſpectators of. 

Monſieur Bayle, after having aliens 
this ys ns the following re- 
mark: We; 

18 J aueh a is Giſt perſons, io 
ve about the ſtreets playing che fool 
Thus, after the fever was gone, i 


many others that were upon the reco- 
mache the Gilpolnticns favoured at that 15 


* M. Beyle i is under a miſtake. It y was "not hes, but 
during the week enen bun the Abderites'tecited 
tie POTS! N 0 


t 1 181 Þ 

time- 1 ſpreading of this contagion. | 

The mind is ſubject to epidemical diſ- 

orders as well as the body. One need 
only begin under favourable auſpices; * 

and, when the matter is well prepa- 
red, then let a broacher of an hereſy 
or a fanatick ariſe, whoſe contagious 

imagination and ſtrong paſſions know I 

well how' to make them reſpeQable, _ 


and. they will, in-a little time, mv l 
number of people. In another place, 


and at another time, they would not 
be able to gain three followers.” Call 
to mind "thoſe young women of 
Miletus, who were, for ſome time, 
ſo diſguſted with the world, that 
there was no curing them of the 
freak of killing themſelves, but by 
threatening to ps all thoſe, who 
ſhould deſtroy them ſelves, naked to 
the eyes of the Public. The remedy 
ſu aicintly proves that their humour 
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a whole country, or, at leaſt, a great 
| 
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was only 4 Ae of 3 ns in 
which reaſon had no ſhare. There 


- was ſeen ſomething ſimilar at Lyons, 


about the end of the fifteenth century. 
The difference between theſe maladi 
and the plague, or the ſmall-pox, is, 
that theſe latter are exceedingly more 
frequent. I would willingly — 
that the havock, which the Player 


Archelaus and the Sun made in the 


underſtandings of the Ahderites, is 

not ſo much a mark of ſtupidity as of 
vivacity: but it was, however, a, mark 
of weakneſs; and I appeal to thoſe, 


who are uſed to obſerve, what fort of 


perſons have been moſt moved by the 
| repreſertation of a Theatrical Piece.” 
No, may we not, ſay our adver · 
5 aries apply this ſolution to the ex- 
plaining the progreſs. of the Golpel ? 
The Apoſtles, having their imagina / 
tion heated by the wonders which. they 
en they had ji foam: cheir Maſter 


5 wich * ack 9 commu- 


ted them to others. 
nity mig ht be no more than a fana- 


ticiſm, or an infectious madneſs, which 
might ſpread from one to ee and 


perpetuate itſelf from age to age. 

Let us allow that epidemical difor- 
ders are incident to minds as well ag 
to bodies. Can there be 
any inftance, in Hiſtory, of a malady 
that ravaged the world for three hun- 


dired years, and has not been yet ex- 
terminated after ſeyenteen centuries? 
Can the madneſs of the Abderites, | 
which was confined within the enclo- 


fare of their own city, and to which 
the following winter put a ſtop, de- 
monſtrate the poſſibility of an univer- 

fal frenzy of ſo long a duration? The 


. of infamy cured the madneſs of 
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nicate their thoughts to weak heads, 
who have, in the ſame way, tranſmit- 
And ſo Chriftia- 
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"INSTAR of Miletus. Gould the 
the dread of tortures the moſt ſhodl ing, 


of deaths the moſt cruel, joined tb 
that of infamy, have no effect upon 


the ſup madneſs of Believers? 


But indeed the Pagans did not 1 


Wa the Chriſtians as mad: : for they 


endeavoured by the force of tortures 


to compel 12 to abandon their re- 
ligion. Mew, is it uſual to puniſh 


perſons qut of their wits? Mos we 


rather pity them. Do men ſtrive to 
male them quit their madneſs by the 
violence of torments ? ? 1s it in their 
pores ſo to do? Surely hrs 
Let us add, that the Pagans *, af- 
ter. the judicial informations, know: 
: ledged the regularity of the lives of 
the Chriſtians, and, what is more, 
1 propoſed to themſelves their condud,, 


for a pattern. Lo! T heſe are the Pera 8 
„ See Pliny's letter to Trajan, the letters of Julian; and 


what we have 22 concerning the N Alexander, 


ſong 
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meg their Rr . 
We would not bid to e 
our adverſaries fo ignorant, as to think 
of oppoſi ing the progreſs: of Mahomet- 
iſm to that of Chriſtianity: for eve 
one knows that the former of chef 


wii was e e 1 the Sword, + 


= TR 


victories of Mahomet and the Caf 0 


his ſucceſſors, - | * 7 


CONCLUSION. 


We have from the Jews and Pagans 
a a twofold confeſſi ion. They acknow- 
edge explicitly the reality of the mi- 
racles of Jeſus and his Diſciples, and | 
they ſupply us with the facts, from 
which have been compiled the Hiſ- 
tory of the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtia- N 
nity; facts, which neceſſarily . | 
the _— wa thoſs are Sy 


| ON confeſſed by 


— ee ——•— otro —ñ— — — 


the greateſt intereſt i in ng chem 
eee e anne I | 
Therefore the miracles of Tekis and 


his Diſciples have the bi gheſt rat 
of « Wr | 


_—_ has Wing ov + 
God i is the Author of theſe miracles, 
e God is che Author and 


- Inſtitutor of the Chriſtian Religion. 


"> k + & 
* — # X 


A Religion that has for itſelf the 
"teſtimony and approbation of the 
| Deity, and is the very work of the 
Deity, 1s certainly True ee 


ee the Chri ian Ret gi, ir 
True. Hts 


E May the Alm: 1 God, * . 


__the eftabliſhmene of Chriſtianity, has 


been 


2 I”. _ — 
—— ——— ——— 2 * OT 2 p — 22 — = N 8 j 5 4 > . - . — > - - . — — — — 5 
1 1 — A — % * » -”, C * 
— Ä x ů ů ů ů · R — 7 * 4 Ts + 2 7 #4." a - 44 2 FX — a "Ss \ 5 - * * Wow * 3 8 . 8 Yo" * * % 7 
. + * A 75 — — — — 2 — 4 *** . — ow —_ — — * * K . —— SIE mn — i — 
; * p ” 4 . * m_—_ CC RC OD ——— — —_— — — — — ——Uäͤ—z⅛ = —— — — —— — mat < — _— 
2 — — 


Pn XD 
Ge 


- — — — ———— —Z— — = on. _ —— * _ * bu 2 = —— — . —— 3 — —— 
1 mw ” - — —— — ——— — CCS — 8 
— — —— — — — — . EI town — 


— — 5 A” — — - — 2 l , 
a. — — — — — ͤ—— - — my N 2 * + — 0 — — > oh J & 
1 mm — — — 4. « * e ** —— ——— f TY, A» re — —— — 


» a 7 
at — 


7 E . a r — * „ 1 gi 
n 4 — * — kj PRI > » 7 = X's me - þ Y — 
— ͤ — — —— — r * * = SF ern — . - _— —— — 4 2 s * e ents ee — = 


As ob - 


| 1 8 4 2 r 5 | n 3 * ent 
| | om I 4 , ; / 
Sad» . | | 
>> w 24; a> 7. . on | % 4 
2 2 . Be 43 * : 3 l : 
* 1 7 a AER . 
GE ESSE > + 2% ks 
: | 29 8 88 8 8 "5 
Y s Wy 
SESSES | 


— — 2 


— 


PFPFPPF o K 
. 


— eesx 
— — — 


4 2 

N 12 —ů — I OO" 

„ K 
. 


K 


* 2 


— 2 . 3 * __ 
- k 
— _— OD Aon — OOTY mono et 
7 
- 


„ = 


\ 


* Te 
IS 2 3. * 


Sein F*3 2 111 3 


* 4 9 gran” 485 


: - = 4 * 10 Fe 8 K 5 5 3 8 r ks 5 * 4 * 
: „ at Xt LIES 1 — — 4 2 
6 *. 45 - * N x 9 ＋ 4 wn ; : P 


h 22079 7 an 
= oy 4'# © 3 12 - 


| CONTESTED. PRO oF 8 


The user rox of Ne: BRO. | 


* YRIA cbs of 3 who lived 
in the fifteenth century, was 


called the Antiquary, on account of 


bis laborious ſearch into Antiquities. 
He travelled through all Europe, part 


of Aſia and Africa, to take exact co- 


pies of ancient inſcriptions. Among 


thoſe he collected in Spain, the fol- 
lowing one is to be found : 7 5 


bud „ 


2 „ 
4 6 - - 1 \ # 
L 189 


Claudius Oæſar ce | 


Kenner Max. For having 
the Province ef Robbers; and 


| thoſe" who ins mabkind 4 


2992 2 4 10 . 
tio : 4 
* 3 


0 — ' Spaniard who 
had ſtudied diligently the antiquities 


of his country; Aldus' Manutiusb an 


his Obſervations on Czſar's Comment 
taries, 'Baronius, Spon, .Pagi, „Launoy, 5 


admit this inſcription as genuine. An 


tonio Auguſtini, Schott, Bigott, lulpes | | ; 


the fidelity of Cyriacus, from 
as the firſt Publiſher, | all others have 
taken it. Ferreras, in his General 


Hiſtory of Spain, and Father Florez, 


in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of Spain, 
doubt the authenticity of this manu- 
ment, becauſe it is no longer tobe 
emp nor does there. exiſt” Nor ow. . 
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tianity had not yet been preached in 


difficult matter to aſcertain the au- 
thenticity of this monument by re- 


moving the ſuſpicions of The former, 
OE wu argument of the 


_ 25 As 


of the f Tuſcan Act 


-_  whithethe- Lanes — 
ed upon this Author, he expreſſes his 
reſentment againſt erer 
and Bigott, who have - | 


| tips, to lay ſo heavy a 4 as theſe 
* Writen 


8 — i that Chril. 
while Nero reigned. It is no 


| bring te Gale of ths dere 


ay 


„ in the new colleckior 
he has gene of ancient inſcriptions, 
beſtows great commendations upon 
Cyriacus, and ranks him among thoſe 
whoſe labours have been very u uſeful 
to him: he congratulate himſelf on 
having | retrieved and inſerted in RI 
Work all the monuments collected * 
this learned man: he was thereſore 

any folpi- 
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che ſorgery. Now what profit could 


an Italian (as Cyriacus of Ancona) pro- 
poſe to himſelf in counterfeiting an in- 
ſcription, which teſtifies: that Nero 
hed Spain of Robbers. and Chriſ- 
tiars? Would not he, on the contrary, 
| loſe his reputation, if the impoſture 
were rs which , is molt” 1 


5 But this fake is nowhere 0 
_ be found: there is not evei 


any re- 


A 


membrance of it left in dhe place 


where we have, been aſſi * it was 
found. 


| cus ; id pert 10 > the inſcription | 


. 


juſt mn hae: it was. Lobel 
never in, being. Let us hear the 
learned Muratori on this point, in the 
Preface to his New Collection. Aſter 
having ſaid, It were much to be withe - 
ed, that more care had been taken to 
preſerve thoſe marbles and ſtones that 


bear aneient inſcriptions, he adds, Ie 


can hardly be expreſſed how many 


engraved ſtones have been deſtroyed, 
not only by the injuries of Time, but 


alſo, Which is ſtill more vexatious and 


equent, by the negligence, igno- 
WN and barbarian rudeneſs of men, 

even in our. own Age, and in cities 
and places where the Fine Arts have 


been 1 cultivated. If any one 
ſhould Now go in queſt of, and un- 


dertakę to, viſit the numberleſ⸗ marbles 


which com 
ſaurus, he would ſcarce] 75 
le e a "High Part of them re- 


maining. 


poſe Gruter s noble The- 
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I think, be. ; 
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maining. Do you aſe the reaſon? It 


is becauſe illiterate men, getting no 
value upon the venerable remains 
N Antiquity, either collected by their 
anceſtors, or found, by themſelves in 
digging up the earth, carelefly bruiſe 
and break them, and put them in- 


of 


diſcriminately to every mean uſe, eſpe- 


cially to ur of building. Some' are 


ſold to Sculptors and Statuaries, thoſe 


_ mercileſs murderers of Antiques, who, 


after having defaced with the chiſſel 
all the traces of Antiquity, © convert or 


rather pervert them into new works, 


as ſaited the convenience of the work- 


men. In ſhort, a conſiderable part 


of them comes into the hands of Ma- 
ſons and Bricklayers, to be tutned 
into lime and mortar. A certain Stone - 
cutter of Ravenna declared to Domi- 
nico Vandelli of Modena, that he had 
reduced into lime above forty pieces 
0 marble W e 1 inſerip- 

| tions. 


Fs 2 
£ A * 
* 24 x * 
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tions. 


monuments . at, Ravenna, 3 5 the 
Writers of that place have formerly 
mentioned. They are no- where to be 
ſound but in their books. The ſame, 


to my certain knowledge, has hap- 


pened in other cities; and I, myſelf 
obſeryed it at Modena, where abun- 
dance of marbles, taken notice of in 
the books of the e are now. 


miſſing.” 28 : 


M. Muratori adds bo 5 8 


a letter, wherein a. learned man of 
Rome laments the deſtruction of a 


great part of the ancient dae 


in that Capital of the World. 
M. Mehus, after having vindicated 


| Cyriacus of Ancona from the injurious - 
1 raided. againſt him by Au- 


ou adds, —< If any of the wands : 
rang ae. by, Cxriacus are not 


O 2 Now 


And indeed you . in vain ie 
Now look. for the 3 t of the 
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* 106 1 
Now i in being, it ſhould be cal 
dered, that many ancient monuments 
have bn ſnatched from us by the de- 
ſtructive hand of Time, many broken 
and deſtroyed by Barbarians, and more 
been either reduced into lime, or er 
in n buildings by ignorant men.” 
There is no monument 4 Aint 
1 whoſe preſervation. we could 
_ promiſe ourſelves with more aſſurance, 


than the Arundel Marbles. Placed i in 


the Temple of the Muſes, in the 


midſt of a Nation inquifitive and learn- | 
ed, this precious treafure feemed to be 
ſheltered from all injury. Vet we 
read, in the Miſcellanies of Vignol 


and Marville, Titi ip; git, that, 
during the troubles in England, the 
greater part of theſe marbles was uſed 
in the repairing of gates and chimnies. 


As to thoſe. who reject the inſcrip- 
tion of Nero, from an imagination 


that the Chriſtian Faith had not yet 


been 


T a97 . 
been preached in Spain, , while That 
Emperor reigned, I beg leave to refer 
them to a little Work that I publiſhed 
ſome years ago, with this title, Of 
the Apoſtolical Origin of the Gallican 
Church, wherein I have, 1 think, 
fully prored that the Goſpel was 
5 preached in Gaul, Spain, and Great 
Britain, in the time of the Apoſtles. 
1 have not thought it needful to 
prove, that the New Superſtition men- 
itoned in the inſcription was Chriſtia- 
nity; partly becauſe every one agrees 
in it; partly becauſe, in the time of 
Nero, there was no New Religion in- 
troduced but Chriſtianity, which was 
called by the Heathens a New Super- | 
ſition 5 as Suetonius alſo informs us, 
in his Life of Nero, whoſe words are 
—Afflii ſuppliciis Chriſtiani, genus 
hominum, ; e N novæ _ 
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laboured, both by 
threats, to hinder them from decla- 
ring themſelves to be of that ſect: but 


ö tied in the fixth Century, had pre- 


1. 258 1 


The : Letter of TENA „ Governor 


of Palæſtina Prima, to the Emperor 
| Trajan, concerning the Chriſtians, 


.'T o the Victorious, Em peror, Caſar, 

The moſt Divine, Trajan. 

I am wearied with puniſhing and 
een the Galileans (who go 
under the name of Chriſtians) accord- 
ing to your injunctions. They ceaſe | 


not to diſcover and preſent themſelves 


to be put to death. Wherefore I have 
exhortations and 


they perſiſt in their ſentiments, though 
— ſuffer for them. May it pleaſe 
therefore your Victorious Highneſs to 
honour me with ſueh inſtructions as 
ſhall offer nee to pins _ 
ew 8 wiſdo 1 reit 


Jo ohannes Malle, of Ante? who 


ſerved 


1 1991 


ſerved to us this Letter in his Chro- 
nographia, and Suidas has cited it un- 
der the letter T. There was then a 
multitude of Hiſtorians and Monu- 
ments, that have ſince been loſt. To 
give an inſtance of it without depart- 
ing from our ſubject. It was by tran- 
ſeribing certain Authors, which we 
are not now poſſeſſed of, that Malala, 
and only Malala, has informed us that 
the Emperor Antoninus was the per- 
ſon who built the famous Temple of 
Heliopolis, or Balbec, of which there 
are ſtill remaining ſuch magnificent 
ruins. I know that Malala — ſome- 
times copied fables, which were rela- 
ted in the Writers he had in his hands: 
but that only proves his ſimplicity and 

want of diſcernment. Now, perſons 
of this character are not the men who 
pak upon the world counterfeit pieces. | 
Beſides, the account Tiberian gives in 
his Lexar is ſupported by 1 — 5 
1 5 os monu- 


monume 
tianity, after the firſt Perſecution. it 
had. ſuffered in Paleſtine, ſprang up 
there afreſh ; and it appears, in the 
Letter of Pliny to Trajan, and in this 
| Prince's Anſwer, that the Perſecution 
raiſed by this Emperor n the 
Chriſtians was univerſal, 


4 200 * 
: its, Tacitus. fays, that Chriſ. 


Many objections have hand: ſtarted 


againſt the authenticity of this Letter. 


| « 1 ſhall mention ns on i apron 
to ſolve. them. 


1. If this Letter were Pete Euſe- 


hows: would have recorded it in his 
Hiſtory. But how many other pieces 
are there of undoubted eee and 


as intereſting to the Chriſtian cauſe, 
as the Letter of Tiberian, which this 
Writer did not think it ipeytabens a. on | 
im to tranſmit to uus. 
2. This Letter would * been 


1 quoted. How 2 Have we 


then no monu _— whoſe autha- 


4. 0 1 rity 


T 201 Þ. 

rity: no one ever called in queſtion; 
quoted by one Author only ? Beſides, 
have we all the writings, in which 
this Letter wy PO A been 
mentioned? ... 

3. Malala gives \Tiheriaty 5 tids 
of Preſident . of the Firſt Paleſtine , 
now there was but one F in 
the time of Trajan. 

I anſwer. This 8015 K is no part of 
the Work which Malala e ; but 
it is entirely of his own framing. As 
in his time there were three Paleſtines, 
and he might know, moreover, that 
Tiberian had been Preſident of Jeru- 
ſalem and Cæſarea, which are in the 
Firſt Paleſtine, he for this reaſon cal- 


led him Preſident of this Province. 


That indeed ſhews the ignorance of : 


Malala, but nothing elle: TE 
4. Tiberian gives Trajan the title 


of W Divine. Os Emperors were 


bean 5 5 
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not, at tat ting, ranked with th 
| Gods till after their deaths. _ 


1 anfiver. | It is falſely ſuppoſed that 


the title of God was not Then given 

to the Emperors till after their death, 
Every one knows, that there was an 
altar conſecrated to Auguſtus, when 
living, in the city of Tarracona in 
Spain; which example was followed 


by many cities in Greece. On this 


account ow verſes were addreſſed. 
by a Poet to Auguſtus : It 


Preſenti Tibi maturos be. ho- 
Nores, 


| Ebbe, tuum per nomen ponina 


. - Ps * Hor, 1 u. Ep. i L vv. T 5 


"4? - NOUTS due, 


inn we raiſe, and fovcar on then 


5 You. 5 
| Caligal 


——f—— — ͥ — 2 2 — 
y * 
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Caligula cauſed: himſelf to be wor- 
ſhipped, as a God, Nero having 
worn in his life-time a radiated crown, 
which was uſually placed on the head 


of the firſt Emperors when upon their 
death they were Deified, from that 
time the $A of them in their Deifica- 


tions was diſcontinued. Dio relates 
that Juvenius Celſus worſhipped Do- 
mitian, calling him Lord and God, 


names which others had given him al- 


ready. Pliny, in his Panegyrick on 
Trajan, ſpeaking of Domitian, fays 
that his Divinity .could not -prote& 
him from his murderers, ' In Pliny's 
1 to Trajan it is ſaid, that the 

mage of nn Prince was worſhipped 
in 1 ſame manner as the ſtatues of 


1 Moreover, there are extant 


medals of Augüſtus, Titus, 
Tessi, which were druck 5 in the lives 


of theſe 8 and in which the 


title 


4+ wy 


| title of Pinus, or Gn, is beſtowed 

on them. 

. Tiberian gives to An he 
title of Victorious, which was not ap- 
: ropriated to the Emperors till aſter 
' the time of. Conſtantine. But why | 
muſt it be ſuppoſed that it is here a 
title annexed to the Imperial dignity, 
rather than a title given perſonally to 
Trajan, ſo illuſtrious. IF PR, great 
| victories ? 1 
6. Tiberian addreſſes Trajan, a fin- : 
| gle perſon, in the plural number, 
| learat dere, deign ye) which does not 
ſeem to have been Then in uſe. As 
if the ſame flattery, which had alrea- 
dy treated the Emperors as Gods, 
might not with greater probability be 
ſu — to have looked upon Them 
as a number of perſons. It was al- 
. a cuſtom among the Greeks to 
make uſe of a plural to denote a ſin- 


de perſon: Oi wal arcs, Literally 
thoſe 


| thoſe bout” n ſigni 


Ariſtippus. Furthermore, To 0 be able 


to fix with certainty his! exact time, 
when all ancient cuſtoras and phraſes 


were firſt introduced, requires a much 


more extenſive knowledge of Anti- 
quit) than we have yet attained. „ 


The Edict of Ax rox fxus to the 


states of Aſia, rightly aſeribed 0 . 
"the. firſt of that N. ame, the Son 
and Succeſſor of Adrian. 5 


M. Tillemont juſtly: inves: chat 


tbere can be no doubt but This Edict 
was made by Antoninus, in the man- 


ner ſet forth by the copy that appears 


at the end of Juſtin Martyr's firſt 


Apology : from whenee this learned 
man infers, that the title of Marcus 


Aurelius Antoninus, which it bears i in 


W has been corrupted. 7 
There is no need to have recourte 


w chi 8 ſince M. Maundrell 
| yo informs 
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us of an inſcription, whercin 


Antoninus is called; Marcus Aurelius 
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M. Aurelius 
er of Pius Felix Au; 
rech Max. Brit. Germ. Mz aximus 
Pontifex Maximus 
A dhe imminentibus "7 

| Lyeo flumini cæſis viam dilatavit 

Per — Antoninianam ſuam. 
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Inicte Imp. Antonine * Felix Aug. 8. 
Malen annis imper = 
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The Emperor mentioned i in 
pee cannot be Marcus Avre- 
lius, who never bore the name of 


Pius; and therefore . \ntoninus, to 
CV 
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whom this title i is given, muſt be the 
perſon fig nified in them. | 
This Emperor cauſed a-way PR 
cut on the fide of a rock, in order to | 
go to Berytus by the "ſea-fide. | ; The 
two inſcriptions , we. haye cited were 
engraved to preſerve the memory ofa 
Prince, to whom we are be! holden 4 
2 work of ſuch utility. We learn, 
moreover, from the Chronography of 
Jae Malala, that Antoninus erect- | 
ed magnificent monuments in Syria 
= Pheenicia ; ; and, amongſt IT 
he built, in the city of Heliopolis, a Y 
Temple to Jupiter, ſo fu perb as to 
deſerve to be ranked among the Won- 
ders of the World. The remains of 
this Temple ftill excite our admira- 
tion, under the appellation of The 
Ruins of Balbec, which is the name 
that n N at this t 
time. 
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we read, J in the Acta Sancti Mer- 
Unit? mentioned by Surius, an Edict, 
by which it is ofdered' that all perſons 
Go” "ſacrifice to the Gods. The 
Edict runs in chis form: . 
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i Gods, a have ied? by weir aid, 

a victory over our enemies, together 
with happy and healthy ſeaſons, and 
all manner of plenty: We therefore, 
| being ſenſible of theſe publick benefits, 
do with one conſent age, "that per- 
ſons of all ranks, freeme wr or ſlaves, 
nn or out of the army, offer expiatory 
4 ſacrifices, with humiliation and ſup- 
plication, to the Gods. And if any 
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one - preſume to diſobey this our com- 


Edict, it is our will and pleaſure 
ha he be loaded with chains and put 


various tortures. If by theſe” pu- 
niſhmetits' he ſhall" be brought to a 
mind, he ſhall receive from 


us a hs honours. But if he 


ill gainſay our order, after freſh tor- 5 


ed or t 


ments, he ſhall be beheac 


into the ſea, or given up a prey to 


fowls and dogs. And more eſpecially 
ſuch as ſhall ee be of the 
thoſe who 


all ply ids Imperial orders - 
valuable honours and 
preſents. -/ _— "un you health b 
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Senate, and addreſſed to all the Go 
vernors, Proconſuls, and other Ma- 


giſtrates of the Empire. The two 
Princes declare therein, that they had 


reſolved to give peace to the Empire, 


and to treat their ſubjects with the ut- 


moſt clemency; this nothing could 


obſtru& their intentions but the ſect 


of the Chriſtians; for that, by decla- 


ring themſelves the enemies of their 


Gods, they brought upon the Empire 


all ſorts of calamities; that it was ne- 


ceflary, before all things, to appeaſe 


they made This an ordinance not to 
be repealed, That every Chriſtian, 


without regard to rank or dignity, ſex 
or age, be obliged to ſacrifice ; that 
thoſe, who refuſed ſo to do, ſhould 


immediately be confined in deep dun- 


geons ; that afterwards the leſſer tor- 
tures ſhall be inflicted on them (with 
a deſign to ſubdue them by little and 
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little) and that if any one ſhould re- 
turn to his right mind, and abandon. 
this new worſhip, he ſhould be ho- 
noured and rewarded magnificently ; 

but that all others ſhould be either 
thrown headlong into the ſea, or caſt 
alive. into the flames, or expoſed a 
prey to wild beaſts, or hung on trees 
as food for birds, or mangled in num- 
berleſs ways by the moſt cruel tor- 
ments. 6 
We believe the Edict 3 in 
the Acta Sancti Mercuri to be an ori- 
ginal piece. Nothing appears in it 
that ſhould make one call its authen- 
ticity in queſtion. - One may be con- 
vinced of it by comparing it with 
other Edicts related in this Hiſtory. 
Beſides, I do not ſee what advantages 
the Chriſtians could draw from forging 
ſuch a piece. It is true, indeed, that. 
it appears in a collection which = 
Learned make no account of. 
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| how.) many Hiftorigs have we abou * 


ing with: fictions, which yet contain 
— 4 indiſputable monuments? We 
believe that this Edict was publiſhed 
by command of Valerian, at the be- 


ginning of his reign; and, as it was 
but a renewal of that of Decius pub- 
liſhed two or three years before, it 
was for that reaſon Valerian had the 


name of this Emperor joined in it to 


his own; and the rather, becauſe. 


Decius had a high eſteem for Valerian, 
and had revived for him the office of 
Cenſor, For this reafon Jerom, who 


certainly was well verſed in the Hiſ- 


tory 15 the Church, makes the Per- 
ſecution of Decius and That of Vale- 
rian but one, becauſe there was an 
interval only of eighteen months be- 


tween them, This learned Doctor, 
in his Life of Paul, the firſt Hermit, 
informs us that a multitude. of holy 


e ſhed their Hogg: for Jeſus 
Chriſt 


FFF 
Ohriſt in Egypt and Thebeis, during 8 
| thes [Perſecution of the Emperors De- 
cius and Valerian: and, in his Book 
of famous Men, he obſerves that Me- 
thodius ſuffered under Decius and 
Valerian.  Optatus ſays, that the Per- 
ſecution under Decius and Valerian 
was like the Lion, which was one of 
the four beaſts that Daniel ſaw riſe out 
of the ſea, L. ii. p. 8. It-is plain 
from hence, that he 1 joins theſe two 
Perſecutions together, and makes them 
but one. The inſcription therefore 
of two Emperors, who did not reigſl 
together, placed at the head of chis 
Edict, ought not to be looked upn 
as a mark of the ſpuriouſneſs of this 
piece. Furthermore, This Edict of 
Valerian, or this renewal of the Edict 
of Decius made by Valerian, which 
is found in the Acta Sancti Mercuri, 
10 confirmed by the Edict of the two 
A at Toulouſe in 1666. 
= AY TO 
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Thoug h M. Tillemont has ſtarted 
ſome Jifficulties about the Edict of 
the two Decii printed at Toulouſe, 
they are not of moment enough to 
prove this piece to be abſolutely falſe, 
but only queſtionable. If we may be 
mrs {A to deliver our opinion after 
fo great a Critick, His reaſons for queſ- 
tioning it appear to be very weak. 
They are almoſt all founded on cer- 
tain expreſſions, which M. Tillemont 
thinks were not then in uſe. But (as 


i . we have already obſeryed) there are 


not monuments enough of that time 
remaining to enable us to determine 
preciſely the ſtyle and Phraſe wank 
were in uſe in that Age. . 
One of the reaſons for which M. 
Tillemont rejects the Edict of the 
| Decii is, that he ſpeaks of the Prin. 
5 cipes Militie Romanæ, which, accord- 
ing to him, were not as yet kneawn i 
by that title at that time. However, 
. : we 


1 as } 


words: 'Decius procaſes ade and 
honourable poſts to Chriſtians Wo 
ſhould "Fa Now nothing i is more 


common than This in falſe or ſuſpect- 
ed Hiſtories; but I think we ſhall 


very tarely find them in authentick | 
ones. Tertullian, who argues to fo. 


| good purpoſe from pardon being grant- 


ed to Chriſtians who apoſtatiſed, might 
have added a great deal more, if the 
Emperors had m_ on far as even to 
reward them. thou gh ſome 
Judges might 1 . this low 
piece of cunning, could it ſuit the 
dignity of an Emperor to make uſe of 


it, and That too in a publick and ſo- 


lemn Edict? But M. Tillemont forgot 
that in the Acta Proconſularia, the 


genuineneſs of which neither he himſelf 


nor any one e elſe queſtions, the Judges 
8 „„ offered 


we ſee a Marius Militiz Dux under 
the map Adrian. See Ref. 1 55 . 
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offered to the Chriſtians, + in the 1 name : 


of the Emperors, - ſums of money, 
honours, dignities, and even the fa- 
vour- of thoſe Princes, if they would 
but renounce their e Rey! Ref. 


181. 


Finally, 2 Iti is not chk pecedlity 


that we - maintain the authenticity 'of 
theſe Edicts, eſpecially That which is 
taken from the Acta Sancti Mercurii, 
in Xwhich there are none of thoſe diffi- 
| culties to be found, that ſo much 


embarraſs M. Tillemont in That of 
the Decii, except that it contains a 
promiſe of honours to thoſe who will 
apoſtatiſe,—a difficulty which, as. I 
have ſhewn, ought not to ſtagger any 


one. —It is not, I ſay, through ne- 


ceſſity that we defend theſe pieces, 
ſince we have elſewhere ſulßeient 


JN: the Perſecution of Decius. IA 
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The teſtimony, or 7 FOR . 
ft chuſe it) the ſilence of Joſephus 
concerning Jeſus: Chriſt, _ See be 
* introduced. - 

The following is a faithful branſla : 
th -of the conteſted "POORER 
Joſephus: \," TAS c : 
About this time lied 1 Y 
wiſe man; if, indeed, we may call 
him a man, for he performed marvel- 
lous things; He was an inſtructor of 
ſuch as embraced the Truth with” 
pleaſure, He made many converts, 
both among the Jews and Greeks. 
This was the Chriſt. And when 
Pilate, on the accuſation of the prin- 
cipal men among us, had condemned 
him to the Croſs, thoſe who before 
had entertained a reſpect for him con- 
tinued ſtill ſo to do; for he appeared 
to them alive again on the third day; 
the Divine Prophets having declared 
theſe and many other. wonderful things 


con- 
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1 concerning him. And the ſect of the 
- Chriſtians, ſo named from yy ub 
ſiſts to this very tine. 


Me find in this paſſage tos — 71 
. the miracles, the Diſciples, the 


death, the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
We are aſſured alſo that this laſt event 
had been foretold by the Prophets, as 
well as many other things that related 


to him. As our adverſaries will in- 


fallibly deny the genuineneſs of a paſ- 
ſage, | wherein a Jewiſh Prieſt and 


Phariſee acknowledges all the facts on 


which our religion is founded, we will 
make no uſe of it, that we may not 
depart from the deſign we: propoſed 
to ourſelves of employing in this 


Work nothing that may be conteſted. 
We ſhall make this conceſſion, then, 


ſpoken at all of Jeſus Chriſt ; and let 


us ſee what inferences n be drawn 


* filence. | 
T7 . This 
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bees | 
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1 3 
1. This Hiſtorian, who was born 
three or four years after the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, could not but know that 
there had appeared in Judæa one 
ſeſus, called a Cheat, an Impoſtor, 
a Magician, or Prophet, who had 
performed wonderf ul works, or had 
ſound out the ſecret of perſuading a. 
number of perſons that he had done 
ſo: he could not but know that, in 
his own time, there were ſtill in that 
Province people who profeſſed to ac- 
knowledge him for their Maſter, 
When he was carried to Rome, he 
could not but know that Nero had 
cauſed a great number of Chriſtians, 
who were in that city, to be deſtroyed. 
with unuſual and exceſſive cruelty ; 
he could not but know that their 
death was a kind of ſhow for the Ro- 
mans, and ſo illuſtrious a one, that 
Tacitus and Suetonius thought it wor- 
on to be recorded. in the Annals of 
che | 


the Reipire'y MY faw At under Do- 
mitian, both at Rome and in the Pro- 
vinces, Perſecutions were iſſued out 
againſt th. Chriſtians, and that they 
were puniſhed with death oP 5 N. 
_ CPAP ee Now, re 

2. Ougght Joſephus, in his iflory, 
to have made mention of Jeſus and 
his Diſciples ?- Might he not have. 
| looked upon that event as of too little 
| conſequence to be noticed there? 1 
| anſwer, No. And the reaſons I go 
upon are theſe: 1. In the time of 
Joſephus the Chriſtians were already 
o conſiderable a body, that they drew 
the attention of the Emperors. Theſe 
Maſters of the World enacted laws a- 
| = them: they decreed capital 
puniſhment to them, and injoined the 
Magiſtrates to ſearch for and appre- 
hend them. The fidelity, therefore, 
of Hiſtory required that mention 
ſhould be made of them. This 0 
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the opinion of Tacitus and Suctonius, 
men to whom the ſect of the Chriſ- 
tians was a much leſs intereſting obs, 
jet than to a Jew, © 
| Theſe two Hiſtorians were perſuaded, 
tat the-riſe and, ſettlement of Chaiſy, 


tianity was of importance enough to 

be ranked among the great tranſactions | 
which they tranſmitted to poſterity. | 
2. Joſephus, in the eighth Book O 
bis Antiquities, C. 2, ſpeaks of three 


{ks among the Jews, the Eſſenes, 
the Sade denen and the Phariſees; 
any exiſtence after the deſtruction of 
the nation, and at the time he wrote 
his Hiſtory. He ought not therefore 


to have been filent concerning the ſect oy 
of the Chriſtians, Which ſprung up 
among the Jews, was exiſting even 

in his time, and had made a very; 


different progreſs from thoſe he does 
mention. F or it bad ſpread over ſe- 
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Provirians of the pos v6 and 


lac . 3. — is very ene = 
mentioning all the/Impoſk 
of Parties, which had ſtarted ne among 
the” JR from the — of 25 360 


He writes, e Jude ah Gaulo- 
nite, or Galilean, flirred up the Jew 


to riſe againſt the Romans, Antiq. Wl ' 
L. xviii. c. 1; and, in another place, WI | 
he ſays, that the Preſident, Tiberius MW » 
Alexander, ordered the two ſons of t 
this RR to bY GENS: L. xx. WW 0 
| 0. 3. . 
50 en Ware an „ Impoſtr . k 
5 the Samaritans together on Mount tt 
Gerizim, with a promiſe of 3 Wb 
to them the ſacred veſſels mp ce | 
had buried i in that e ch 
n ee ee eee ee 401 He 3 
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He ſpeaks. of the preaching - ol St. 
ib the Baptiſt, and the great con- 
courſe of people to him; he bears 
witneſs to the ſanctity of his life; he 
adds, the Jews believed that the army 
of Herod was defeated by Aretas, 
King of the Arabians, as a puniſh- 
ment of the crime this Prince had 
committed in ene, h wy: ous 
ſon to death. 

He tells us hat an I nin : 
Theudas, ' ſeduced a great number of 
lem and led them towards Jordan, 

1 a promiſe that he would divide 
that river, and that they ſhould go 
over dry-thod. Cuſpius Fabius, Pre- 
ſident of Judæa, being apprized of it, 
ſent a body of ſoldiers that diſperſed 
this multitude, killed Tbeudas and 
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#ranflating, though not to Tacitus, whog 
de tranſlates, and whoſe ſenſe, I think, he 
has not fully expreſſed. Mr. Gordon has 
ſe half a ſcore words, or more, to explain 
the meaning of this one, celebrantur; and 
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"fignify:# to find popular reyerence ang diſ- 
Ainction,“ as he words it; but ſometimes, to | 
be much talked of, either in a good or 2 
bad ſenſe; to be notorious or to be much 
practiſed, to grow frequent; and therefore 
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very properly be aid to be joined. with, | 
them that is, to be partakers.withiithem + 


in the ſame-paniſhment,, on 2gcauat} ofthe 


general imputation laid upon Chriſtians,” of 
being haters of men and deſpiſera of the 
Gods. IN 448 111.164, 26d, 
118] A 1 n i if he wate./ Ane 


if this ohjection to the-commagreading:and 


interpretation, has explained iconvidti thus: 


5 er judged guilty in the qpinĩaa af al 
men j but we want authority for ſuch an 
uſe of tha word. His Lordſhip, in the 
ame place, endeavours to divert his Reader 
lit the expence of a French Critick, ho 


Hs trabſlated che words odio humani generis 


5 in the fare manner as fame; athers have 
done, vin. being hated :- And nom. ſays 
his Lordſhip, Tacitus, ſo long famed far 
bie Pellzterl date. willobe made to pror 
js galimaties from his oracular trir 
F Jews are not cobsicded ſa pro- 


he Bi F of] being bated by all 
put this is not 4 fait repreſen 
E 19 5 tix p las Mare ne 


f ſetting fire to Rome, 


— Ä A JONI 
2 0 atone Ra N 


8 form ber part of the: ſentence, and in ma 


E 241 


ridicülbus. „The words eniested b bttteletr 

are not. 185 the Original, and, if they were, 
and co id be joined (which they cannot be) 5 
'with'o of as they are with incentlu, yet the 
Latin word crimen would fignify no more 
than r charge 0 or accuſation, as it docs in _ 


ren + 


paſiges of Tacitus, as well as. other Wir, 5 
ter. And ſurely it is a charge, and a heavy 
chat 2 88. ſe any ſect, to ſay. They 
are e e mankind. The French i 
Crikiek therefore Hands clear of the imputa- c 
tio f non enſe, or galimatias. However, a 
I habe fo oed 2 Lordſhip's interpretation 11 
of the word odium, becauſe it is more likely . 
| that tie Hiſtorian ſhould fay Ys. the Chriſtians }; 0 
were app rehended and puniſhed for that ll : 
which was ſuppoſed to be. the particular . 
cCauſe of their being hated, viz their hatingg 
All others, than merely in general for their 
being hited:; elpecially 46 the fame Hiſto- 
rian, ſpeaking- of the ſame perſons, : 55 an- 
other place 'charactefiles, dein Thus : Inter n 
ipſos 1. ides "obſtinata, erg omnes $ ho- , h 
_ Mileoditiy! Indeed odium, ſuch aeon- a1 
Nruicn, may 5 7 5 actit e or | 


p 
1 e 115 Well ſignity being I 
Wer 9 r 2 "Ang; it Were not for ! 


** Tr 4} the 


2 5s 


— > > 42 m7 


LI 

jo reaſons übösvakseged, abut puis, 
neris might Hete mean being bg fi man- 
kind, juſt as deliciæ humani g Sfperis 1 ns... 
being bel6ved"br mankind? 45 590 f 

From Mr. Gibbon's trenfatiog” of FA 
paſſage / of Tacitus an unlearned Reader 
"ak be apt to conclude, that e 
tians were deſervedly puniſhed, and 1 ih 
they conſeſſed their guilt and diſcoyered 


N accompliges, as he is Pplegſed.e to 197 9 


* 


7 
"Whereas it is only meant th „then 15 | 


confeſſed! themſelves to be Chri iſtians, and 7 
alſo gave information of bee th at Er 1 ſ 


fuch. vs a «ot } h10w 165 
His rendering belt publics by: rigonr. .. 1 


of juſtice is wonderful, and betrays either 
great ThaGGuracy, or want of candout; for 
it carries an inj urious reflection on the 
Chgltzane, Kbich is not contained in the 
words f the Ori ginal, . GE: he might rand 
not be aware 7. f N. 
The Featfibs Hiftbitin,” bn fad) e Wee. 
mutHY'ih other pafts of his ane where 
he pronounes th Chriſtians to be es! ! 
and juſtly putiiffied'} though he alledges no 
particular crime Ih proof of what he mel . 
But the Chriſtian Hiſtorian, by repeating . - 
FD acitus, ſeems | 
toads un 


/ 


vo ge? 
— 


„ 4 
"Re 


8 * 


113282 
rar ER 


. 
IC hi ai ents e 


8 * — — = 
W 4 IV Dd. ata A Rus > 2% 
— — — 2 — — " 
1 r 
2 pa —_— 
" 3 At ads 2 1 


rr 
— 


L 20 
te confirm. und. adopt de reien 4 bs 


* m_ 02 "3 EP. Fes ASE 


on. 


3: And bet chem on ep. 5. 


d ot 77 i e 
Between TY and flamrmand] wething 
ſeems to be wanting to e 0 ſenſe, 
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#hus > apt—tunick | alimentis ignium ita 
induti et flammandi:  or—wrappedl | up in 
TFlothes, daubed with combuſtible — 
| and—to be ſet on fire. ; 


| Alete imc! quibus-VaſpaſianyerAlex- 


[@ndriay ſtatus æſtivis flatibus dies et gerta 
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— favor et qusdam in Veſpaſia- 
num inciinatio Numinum oſtenderetur; Ex 
plebe Alexandrina quidatn, © aguloram; tabe 
nctus, genus ejus advolvitur, remechium c- 
ritidtis 'expoſceos gemitu, monity Serapidis 
Dei, quem dedita ſuperſtitionibus gens ante 
alios colit; precabaturque Pringipems ut 
genas et /oculorum| orbes dignaxetur feſper- 
- gere oris excrementa. iu Mann gel, 
Sodem Deo auctore, ut podle at) veſtigio C- 
iuris calcaretur, orabat. Weſpaſian us prime 
irridere, aſpernarĩ ; atque alis n inſtanti 
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Prince, by the direction of the ſume Odd, 
to preſs ĩt with the ſole of his ſoot. Veſpa- 
ſian at firſt treated them with contempt and 
deciſion 2 but, when they perſiſted in their 
impartunity, one while he, feared the im- 

putation of FRAUD and impoſture, and — 
again the intreaties of the ſufferers, and the 
ſpeeches, of flatterers gave him hopes. At 
laſt he orders the Phyſicians to be conſulted, 


whether ſuch blindneſs and weakneſs were 


curable by human means: The tefal, of 
their: ſeveral Aehates Was 38 1 Lernt 1 
e in ane, the power af figh 11 gh we : 
= quite, extinguiſhed, And, Mould ⁊eturg, 


1 the impediments were deren 


in he thee, the digjointed limb might 


" be ſet-xight by, the eee of pro- 


per force; that perhaps it was the plea- 
ſure of the Gods to reſtore. them both. 


| | 9 0 and to diſtinguiſh the, Prince as their 


inſtrument in performing this cure; 


that, in ſhort, the glory of the remedy 


would redound to Cæſar, if it ſucceed- 
ed; if it did not, the deriſion and diſ- 


appointment would fall upon the poor 


ſufferers. — : 
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was Anlumnbe ea . -yreat fortune, 
and that the thing itſelf was no longer im 
credible; Pots u goDd eounteriince upon it, 
and Fetter, the taſk before a vroud af 
le, impatiently eupoctiug we vent. 
Immesistelp me” — reovered the uſe 
his hand, and the blind the fight: of h 
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end Veſpaffantz deſire of Mftiug the/Femply 
of the Deity, to conſult him con 
tate 6f the Einpire Ie df hd MIt 
mer tb within from the Temple, und 
chen! pony: in himfelf, and eontEm pn 
the "Defy; "he pereefted behind his Sah 
back A Nobhlematr of Egypt, famed Baſili 
des, whom He wall chew to ber diſtant 
mafſy days journey from Alexandria; und 
— acg It imme t,“. dhe 
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met, whether he had been ſeen in the city. 
At laſt, upon ſending out expreſs meſſengers 
on horſeback, he finds that he was at that 
very time fourſcore miles off. Then he co 
cluded” thut the 'vifion was fent from Hea- 
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tended miracles are well worth tranſtribing 
Here: 1 do not ſee: reaſon;- ſays che to 
believe that any miracle was. now! wrought, 
It was a contrivance ee prom 
his friends and favourites: Nor could be 
ſafe for i any to examine * make fbmarks 


upon an event which an Emperot- uud his 


favourites recommended to publick belief. 


Suetonius has accounted for theſe ſtories in 


the introduction to His; nartation, xine, 


5 that ſomewhat was wanting to give 9 


and authority to a newechoſen Emp 
And, at the beginning of his Eife Vet. 
e he obſerves, that the Flavian fatuily 


Was 


— 


Me * * | 


bas not renowned for its antiquity: | And 
it is eaſy fot any to diſcern, from ſeveral 
things ſaid by Suetonius and Tacitus, that 
Veſpaſian was very willing to encourage the 
belief of extraordinary Ow concerning 
nene; Vol. I. Þ- 89. F - 23% 2 I Te 4 
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855 Sante calls Domitilla wife or cu 
mens. Euſebius, from Bruttus; calls her 
niece of Clemens. Hence ſome hape ar- 
gued that there were two of this dame, ho 
ſuffered for Chriſtianity in the time of Bo- 
nütian : ote a virgin, the giher a married 
woman, atid baniſhed into different places, 
one to the: iſland Pontia, the other. to Ban- 
dataria ( / But ĩt ſeems more probable, ſays 
Dr. Lardaer, that there wegs but one Bo- 
mitilla, who ſuffeted at this time, the wife 
of tlie Conſul Clemens, and niece c of. Domi- 
tian. Buſebius and Jerom. have not men- 
.. tioned more than one, which furely they 
_ muſt have done, had there been two. Do- 
mitilla was baniched into Pontia, as Bruttius 
ſays. It was eaſy for Dio to miſtake Pan- 
dataria for Pontia, they being near to each 


ieee ee al ecaſt of Italy, op- 
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poſite to Caieta.” Or, as there were more 
iſlands. than one called Pontia, Pandataria 
might be one of them, and bear the name 
of Pontia or enn oy 


5 er nene T 3. 5 
Mr. Gibbon is very unwilling to allow 


that many Chriſtians ſuffered Martyrdom 


under the reign of Domitian, notwithſtand- 


ing the expreſs teſtimonies of Bruttius and 


Dio; the latter of whom aſſerts poſitively, 
chat, beſides . Clemens nl „Damitilla,, he 


dare gag) and aſſigns, as * cauſe of hier | 
condemnation, the very erimes laid to the 
charge of the Chriſtians. Bruttius, it will 
be ſaid, comes to us through the corrupted 
channel of Euſebius, and therefore his teſti- 
mony is not ſo clear. But it is not 0 caly 
to invalidate the teſtimony. of Dio, which is 
more full and clear. See the following 
Note on the word Slothfulneſs. | 


45 —His fothfulneſs—p. 1 


The words of Suetonius, — 


| Inertiz, Mr. Gibbon chuſes to tranſlate want 
8 5 It ſuited his "OPEN: of the 
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Erbe Pagins—p. TY 
In rr with my Author, wt with 
common euſtom, I have here and elſewhere 
called the Heathens Pagans, though they 


did not bear that name at the time here ſpe- 
cified, . nor for above three hundred and fatty * 


years after the birth of Chriſt; wien, ſa- 
erificeg being prohibited by Chriſtian Em- 


perors in the great towns and cities, the 
Heathens were forced to retire to the pagi 


or villages; ubi templa iis, ſays e en 


aliquandiu * een nme no- 
men Fnatum. eſt. Th | 


—Pling to e ag) 16, &c. 8 
I have taken the liberty of copying theſe 


two letters of Pliny and Trajan from Mr. 


Melmoth's excellent tranſlation: for, having 
compared them with the Original, and find- 
ing no reafon to think he has any where 
materially falled of expreſſing the true ſenſe 
of his Author; I thought it a piece of juſ- 


tice to the Reader not to ſet before him 
8 5 coarſer 
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coarſer fare, when more elegant was at 
hand : and I hope, it will not be deemed 
an injuſtice to the i ingenious furniſher.  __ 
I wiſh I could eaſe myſelf, and gratify 

my Reader with as good æ tranſlation of the 
paſſages from Tacitus: but Mr. Gordon 1 
which has been ſo much extolled, and is, 
indeed, greatly preferable to all the preceding 
ones, (as he himfelf has abundantly | proved) 
is yet very faulty ; which has been, i in ſome 

meaſure, ſhewn already, and may, perhaps, 
more fully be ſhewn in ſome ſabfe quent 
Notes. Th the mean while,” that 5 li 
have alledged may not appear to be gratis | 
dium, I ſhall add one of two inſtances 
here, becauſe they relate to the uſe" of the 
word crimen, mentioned in 4 former Note. 

In the Annals, B. i. ſ. 73, Tacitus. peak 

ing of that rage of information and roſe- 
cution which. prevailed in the reign of Ti- 
berius, makes uſe of theſe words, præten- 
tata crimina,—which. Mr. Gordon renders 
pretended crimes. Doubly wtong! for 2 
mina does not here mean crimes, nor doe 
prætentata ever mean pretended. It Would 

have been rendered accuſations, or impeach- 

| ments, before tried or attempted, that is, in 

| 1] few inſtances, under Anguſine,. but after- 
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wards' become very wen and deſtructive, 
as the words following plainly ſhew :;—Ut 
quibus initiis graviſſimum exitium irtepſerit, 
—poſtreino | arſerit, 1 e 8 
poſcatur. 132 . 

In the following ſection he renders i inevi- 
tabile crimen by—inevitable crime. This i is 
not only flat and inclegant, but contrary to 
his Author's ſentiment, and abſurd i in itſelf. 
For ſurely. wickedneſs cannot be. unavoida- 
ble: and the Engliſh, word Crime, T think, 
always implies guilt or wickedneſs. The 
Latin word crimen in this place, alſo. means | 
accylation, criminatio: and the Words ſhould 
have been reniered—a charge, not to be re- 
futed or warded. off: the reaſon follows—for 
a man cannot clear himſelf to a Tyrant, WhO 
believes that op p obrious words were ſpoken 
agairiſt bim, becauſe ade are true and he de- 
wee them. . lian nt | 
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0 female ſervants: for 0 1 ſhould chi 15 
6 * "It 3s is probable * that theſe An- 
cillz bad the fame employment in the 
Church with Phœbe of Cenchrea, men- 


tioned by St. Paul, Rom. xvi. 1. For the 
83 Mi- 
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Miniſtra of Pliny anſwers exactly to the 
4 didexoveg of St. Paul. And, as their buſi- 
neſs was to inſtruct and prepare the female 
Catechumens for admiſſion into the Church, 
to undreſs their own ſex for baptiſmal im- 
mertion, to viſit the fick, and to miniſter to 
the Faithful in priſon, (See Bingham's Orig. 
Eccleſ. and Cardinal Bona Rer. Liturg. 
Lib. i.) they were capable of giving the Go- 
vornor much information concerning the 
Chriſtians. One cannot but lament the 
cruel and unjuſtifiable treatment, which 
theſe and many other innocent perſons re- 
_ ceived from uch mild and equitable perſons 
as Pliny and Trajan; nor can one avoid 
obſerving what a different [ſpirit Chtiſt and 
his Religion breathed from that, with which 
even the beſt of their Perſecutors were. ac- 
tuated:— I came not to deſtroy men's 
| lives, but to ſave them.” It were. well if 
| ſome, who call themſelves hr ſtians, would 
| keep | this anſwer of the Bleſſed Jeſus always 
in their minds, and ceaſe to act a part worſe 
than that of Pagans, in making themſelves 
drunk with the blood of "the: N 
brethren. 0 3 
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to enrich my Book. with ſome —— 


vations of the very learned and ingenious 
Mrs. Carter, the Tranflator of Epictetus. 
On the following words of that Author 
bed parry and ug o Paraufu—ſhe Thus 
remarks: © Epictetus probably: means not 
any remaining Diſciples of Judas of Galilee, 
but the Chriſtians, whom Julian aſterwards 
affected to call Galileans. It helps to con- 
firm this opinion, that M. Amtoninus, L. ii. 
. 3, mentions them by their proper nam 
Chriſtians, as ſuffering death out of mire 


obſtinãcꝝ . It would have been more rea- 
ſonable, and more worthy the character of 


theſe great Men, to have enquired into the 
principles on which the Chriſtians refuſed 
to vx Heathen Deities, and by which 
they were enabled to ſupport their ſuffer- 


ings with ſuch amazing conſtancy, than 


raſhly to pronounce their behaviour the ef- 
fect of obſtinacy and habit. Epictetus and 
Antoninus were too exact Judges of human 
nature not to know, that ignominy, tortures, 


* death, are not, merely on their own ac- 
v4 '-  n_ 
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ent, pbjeAs of choice; nor could the re- 
82 of any time or nation furniſh them 
With an example of multitudes of perſons 
| of -both-ſexcs,. of all ages, ranks, and natu- 
ral diſpoſitions, in diſtant countries, and 
ſucceflive periods, reſigning whatever is moſt 
valuable and dear to the heart of man; from 
⁊ principle of obſtinacy, or the mere force 
of. habit; not. to ſay, that habit could have 
no inflyence.an the firſt mote 7 510049571 a 
eile a9 0 bus Nr tens rn: 
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The demands here ſpoken of were thoſe | 
of the. Populacg, at their publiek ſpeftacles, 
requiring: that; the Chriſtians ſhould be 
thrown;to the lions: Chriſtiands ad Lennes, 
as Tertullian informs us. And it ſometimes 
happened, that the Proconſuls and Preſi- 
dents were forced to give way, and comply 
with theſe tumultuous demands, though a- 
_ * own ayes wr RAE 
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Ti account of Lampridius . 


by . as true. See Huetius and Tille- 
mon * is Wem by a far greater 
PIINDEf 
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b ee eee nbd; icious men Sew 
Caſaubon's Annot. in Lamprid. c. xliii. Pag 
Critic. in Baron. Ann. cxxxiv; n.. Baſnage 
Ann. cxvi. ne 5, 6. Diction. de Bayle, 


Cleric. Nut. Ee. Ann! exxix. n. 3. Moſhe im 


de Reb. Chriſt. Sæc. ii. ſ. 0 237: Ore- te 
oper: Hiſt. Vol. vii. p- pee BUY Lhd 24 SU 
*Crevier's judgment upon the deaakirte n 
pupßelb e e He (Adrian) paid but little at- 
tention to the Religion 51 thoſe nations, 


whom the Romans and Greeks conſidered 


as Barbarians; they appearing to him as 


only deſerving contempt. This makes it 


difficult for me to upon Lampri- 
dius's teſtimony, that he formecł à defign to 
conſecrate, in honour of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Temples, which he had begun 
in the ſeveral cities of Afia 


and Egypt, and which remained without a 


dedication or ſtatue. It is much more pro- 
bable that he intended them — himſelf, and 
for his o proper worſhip.” . 

That he did ſo intend — 7 is confirmed 
by what Spartian ſays in hu Life A this 
a See Sp. in Ad. c. xii.. 
Indeed, ſays Lardnet, 1 think abo 


vide that Adrian intended to conſecrate | 


3 to * of Jeſus Chriſt, is 


3 5 without 
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gonfiſtent: with his known principles, and 
_— by the teſtimony of thoſe an- 
| hriſtian Writers, who.-muſt have 
— it, and ener bnd, aner egg 20 ' 
it had been true. 2 8 
However, e therk is no good nns 
for this ſtoty of Lampridiug, it is honourable 
© che -Cheiſtian Religion, which was a 
doctrine. And it was apprehend- 
edi by thoſe, who: were far from wiſhing it 
Factels, that, if a little encouragement were 
given to it. it Would ſoon be the — 
Religion. un ardner, Vol. ii. p. 120. 
Meg Bullet's French does not es 
with: Lampridiuss Latin. Indeed, Lam- 
| - himſelf ſeems to be perplexed and 
5 obſcure: for it is difficult to ſay what (ad 
Soc) which Mr. Bullet tranſlates (for Jul 
| e eee . Ne s Th 


e abe th lion which-diftinguich- 
ed the riſing Church in its infancy, That of 
charity to the poor and needy ſhone in the 

| Giſh: rank, and with the brighteſt - luſtre. 


bee n ap ed the wants of * indi- 
gent 
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gent” brethren with ſuch Bbemkty and rea- 
dineſs, that, as St. Luke tells us, among 
the primitive Diſciples of Chriſt all things 
were in common. This expreſſion has, 
howeyer, been greatly abuſed, and has beef 
made to ſignify a community of rights, 
or poſſeſſions; than which interpre- 
eee à more groundleſs, nothing 
more falſe, ' For, from a multitude of rea- 
ſons, as well as from the em preſs words of 
st. Peter While it remaĩned ( vnſtid) vras 
it not thine: own;i-and; when it was: folds 
it is: abundantly: manifeſt that tho commu» 
nity, which is implied in niutual uſe lan 
miituab Hberality;cis the only thing intended 
in this paſſage. Mocheime Eoclef. Hint. 
Ses the truth of this obſervatior 
fully confirmed; by the fant denen Au- 
thor, in an exdellent Difcourſe upon this 
ſubject, among his Difſertadiones: ad Hiſto= 
riam Eecleſ. pertinentes, Val. ii. 
The ingenious Mr. Gibbon, in his Hiſ- 
tory, declares himſelf of a different opinion; 
for he not only calls this community an ab- 
ſolute ſaerifice, but intimates that it was not 
a voluntary one; and that the firſt converts 
were not petmitted to retain the poſſeſſion 
* their patrimpny ; 3 though! from ſubſequent 
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ones a moderate proportion and a volintary 


2 was accepted. But he ſhould have 


this aſſertion with ſome evidence, 
not have thought 1 wn many 
Ty inconcluſive — This Ipſe diri 
; a very cavalier and apr e way of 
* down an antagoniſt, and wee 2 
pute. 
*The duty indeed of an Hi ftorian; as he 
fays elſewhere, does not call upon him to 
interpoſe his private judgment i in nice points 
of Theological controverſy.” It is true. 
And he is Hot called upon, as an Hiſtorian, 
to weave it into his Hiſtoty ; for That 
would break the thread of it. But, ab an 
opponent, he ſhould have favoured us wit 
the reaſons of his diſſent from the 6pinion 


of a perſon of ſo eſtabliſhed a repùtation, 


which he might have done by lengthening 
the Note that Gattin er ee h erer as 
Wann. e PID THO 

He throws ins 2 refleion here, this 1 d- 
priety of which it is not ſo eaſy to Aber 
as it is to ſee the injurious inſinuation which 
is couched under is viz. That the commu- 


mag of women and of a2. ra may 
l * be 


be conſidered. 45 iſep arable. 
ſame ſyſtem. A 75 A 59182 75 5 
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uh were N. he "withed the Pkg hac 


told. us. where thoſe convineing proofs are tg y 


be found, and who thoſe Chriſtian Writers 


are. If he means the Ancients, I am ſure 
Euſchius, who, has given us the fulle 


except Tertullian, the earlieſt avgount, that 


has reached us, bas alſo given 1 8 7 


ſon. to call. i in queſtion the truth of, it. a 


ſhall firſt 127 7 Engliſh, the account 


Euſebiug,;; and; then make ſme. remarks, 


though, not ſo many as might, be mad 
VPAA gt. od3 mot 1 1: Yo nb tl 
+ It is ſaid, that, when Marcos Aurelius 
had drawn out his forces the Ger- 
mans and Sarmatians, his army was brought 
into great diſtreſs through drought, ſo. that 
he knew not what,.courſe to take. That 
the ſoldiers of the Legion called. the Meli- 
enian Legion, which. ſtill ſubliſts as a re- 
ward of their ith, when the armies were 
going to ebgage, falling down, to the carth 
** their knees, according to our uſual 
R T1 I - cuſtom 
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more wanderful, a violent lightning, which 


27 } 


euſtom in prayer, . offered: up 1 requeſts +8 
God. That the enemies wete greatly ſur- 


priſed at that wonderful fight ;/ and that, as 


put the enemies to flight, and deſtroyed 
them; and alſo a ſhower, which: fell upon 
that army which had prayed to God, and 


refreſhed'it, when they were All ready to 


periſh with thirſt. This is related by ſuch 
Writers as are far from embracing our Re- 
ligion, but were concerned to record the 
events of thofe times. It is alſo related by 
Writers of 6ur-'0wn. By other Writers, 


who were averſe to our Religion, the won- 
derſul event is recorded. But they do not 


acknowledge that it was owing to the prayers 
of our people: but by our Authors, who 


were lovers of truth, what happened is re- 


lated in a plain and ingenuous manner. 
One of them is Apollinaris, who ſays, that 
from that time the Legion, by whoſe-prayers 


that wonderful deliverance / was obtained, 
was, by the Emperor's order, called in the 
Roman Language the Thunderbolt Legion, 


a name ſuited to the event. Tertullian is 
another witneſs worthy of eredit; who, in 


his erer for our Faith, addreſſed to the 


552 2 Roman 


[. 298: | 
TR Oran" = the Lan Eoogue % 
which we alſo before made mention) ſtrong 


ing, chat there is ſtill extant the lettar of 
that worthy. Emperor Marcus, in which he 
teſtifies, that, when his army was in great 
danger of periſhing in Germany for want 
of water, it was ſaved by the prayers of 
the Chriſtians : he likewiſe ſays, that the 
ſame Emperor threatened the puniſhment of 


death to ſuch as fhould accuſe them. Be, 


of this let every one judge as he; ſees. _ 

H. E. L. v. c. 5. och 16 
This account of Euſebius is kiablesgo7 
many and juſt exceptionnęss (6 4 


Is Me is not certain there eee | 


Legion called the Melitenian Legion. The 
learned Valefius is of opinion that there ne- 
ver was one. See Valeſ. in yon, 2b 
Baſnage Ann. 174. D gig Lake 
2. It is not probeble that, in theanfancy, F 
a8 It were, of Chriſtianity; there was in the 
Emperor's army ſuch a number of Chriſtians 
as would make a Legion, conſiſting of ſix 
thouſand ſoldiers: but 7 whatever the num 
ber might be, they muſt All of them have 
been guilty of hypocriſy and idalatry; for 
they muſt have worſhipped: the ee | 


ly confirms the truth of this Hiſtary ; Pony . 
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the Emperors, and the Noman nm 


the Legionum Numina; and would, there- 
fore, have been very unfit and unlikely ſup- 


plicants to obtain for the Romans both de- 


| liverance and victory. . Neither is it pro- 


bable, as Moyle obſerves, that the Empe- 
ror would truſt arms in the hands of ſuch 
2 body of men, whoſe Religion he was re- 


| ſolved to ruin. And it is equally abſurd to 
imagine, that the Chriſtians would ſhew 


ſuch zeal for the ſervice. of a periecuting 


| Prince.” Vol. ii. p. 83. 


It is certain there was a Legion called 


* 
the Thundering, or Thunderbolt Legion, 


(x:pau3Coxov) long before that Emperors 
time, and that it was ſo denominated from 
the ſoldiers having a thunderbolt engraved 


on their ſhields, not from the prayers of 
the Chriſtians bringing down en and 


OS on the enemy. 

4. Euſebius owns that Ko Heathen W : 
bs, who lived before him, did not attri- 
bute that wonderful event to the prayers of 
The ſame may be ſaid of 
thoſe who lived after him, not one of them 


aſeribing it to that cauſe, not even The- 
miſtius; which is very remarkable, as the 


n, in which he mentions i it, was ſpo- 
ken 


4 
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n to Theo- dofius, 4 cat heros 2, 
| withitandin > which, he attr 575 Tt to the 
pictyof at an 1 and the favour of 0 
dee Them. Otat. 1 * de Regia Virtus 0 
ebd. The Poet agrees with th, the Ocator. 
Thug Claudian, i in Sextum Cor n Honor: : 
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ä No praiſe Was there to Kiler gourgge due ; * 


Twas torr and fire that did tho Fos ſubdue. 
FUE TT. . frat v3. 
Sucht virtue, in an Emperor ſof raren mit 


Deſarr'd the Fhund rer's condeſcending care. . 


Now, 8 Moyle le july nas, 1 Had this 


miracle — pub bet! y owr ned by eh e Em- 


peror, and | aſcribed. to the Pr 91 5 of the 


| Chriſtians, either Them jüs HOT. Slaudian 


would have gare 1 aſcribe the hotgur of it 


athen "Gods, i 1 e in nſcribed 

Sriltiah Em perors 1 

; * "Te is batten ſuppoſe it he 
ror ſhou 1d 1d ackhowled of 8 ry 

call by the x prayers of. be Orr te 

his army, and yet that he ſhould*T6"foon 
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] after authoriſe that cruel Perſecution of them 
at Lyons. It is, I fay, inconſiſtent and ab- 


ſolutely incredible, that the ſame -Emperor 
ſhould order all Chriſtians to be tortured 


and put to death, who had, but three: years 


before, in that pretended letter to the Senate 
at Rome, in which he is ſuppoſed to aſcribe 
his deliverance to the Chriſtians, exprefſed 
himſelf in the following manner : «© Thoſe 


whom we call Atheiſts have God within 


them as a Bulwark :” and, a little after, in 
the ſame letter, + Let us ſuffer theſe men 
to. be Chriſtians, leſt they ſhould pray for 
the like Weapons againſt us, and obtain 
them,” —meaning the thunder, lightning, 
and hail, which defeated his enemies. Be- 
fides, as Moſheim after Scaliger obſerves, 
the letter which we now have, and is gene- 


rally placed at the end of one of Juſtin 


Martyr's Apologies, is allowed, even by the 
defenders of the miracle of the Thundering 


Legion, to have in it manifeſt tokens of ſpu- 


riouſneſs, and to be the Work of a man un- 
{killed in Roman affairs, and who probably 
lived in the ſeventh century. See Moſheim 
de Rebus Chriſt. ante Conſt Mag. or Lad! 


ner's Teſticdionits, Vol. ii. P. 9 5 
| That 
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That the Emperor thought himſelf Gilt 
ged to his own Gods for this miracle, we 
have an inconteſtable proof in his own Pil- 
lar, which is ſtill ſtanding at Rome, and re- 
preſents Jupiter Pluvius pouring down rain 
upon the Romans, who are receiving it in 
the hollow of their ſhields. See Montthe- 
con's Antiq. Expl. - 
6. Euſebius ſeems to have doubted ” it 

hind; for he. begins his narrative with 
Ab ys re the report goes, and ends it with 
An raurd ue ann rig eJeAy ri9io-Yu—But 
of theſe things let Card one determine as he 
pleaſes. 

He quotes, indeed, the W ken bf Apel 
linaris; but, as has been obſerved, he nei- 
ther gives us his words, nor the title of by 
book. 

As to Tertullian, in he MY to 
likewiſe, as having aſſerted, that there was 
extant a letter of the Emperor Marcus An- 
toninus, in which he teſtifies, that, when 
his army was in great danger of pe- 
riſhing for want of water, it was faved by 
the prayers of the Chriſtians, it does not ap- 
pear, from Tertullian' s words, that he ever 
ſaw ſuch a letter, any more than Euſebius 


himſelf. See Jortin' s Remarks, V. ii. p. 167. 
1 There 


( 7 ] 


There ig, ſays that judicious Remarker, a 
ſtupid and ridiculous epiſtle of the Emperor 
Mon ſtill extant, and of a modern date, 


is ſeldom diſpoſed to make ſuch conceſſions; 


and, I believe, by every one elſe, who knows 


any thing of thoſe MAFRehs one Ws ex- 
cepted. 


See alſo Moſheim i in Lardner Vol. ii. Lp. 


8 245—249. 


If by 8 Chriſtian Writers, bo have 


given us ſuch convincing proofs, the Pro- 


feſlor means Moderns, I muſt own, I am ſo 
far from ſubſcribing to their and his ſenti- 


ments, that I'am. perſuaded, if he had read 


which. i is given up, even by Tillemont, who 


*. 


our learned Countrymen, Moyle, Jortin, and 


Lardner, he would have changed his own. 


Mr. Moyle having treated this ſubject more 


fully than any of them, I ſhall here ſet 
down, for the convenience of my Reader, 
the ſeveral articles he undertakes to prove: 
1. That there was not an entire Legion 
of Chriſtians in the army of Antoninus. 
2. That the Thundering Legion did not 
take its name from this miracle. 

That Antoninus never aſcribed this 
miracle to the ee of the Chriſtians. 
4. That 
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4. That Antoninus, after this pretended 
al never publiſhed __ edif 3 in en 
of the Chriſtians. 


5. That the Chriſtians i in W = did not 


believe this miracle, notwithſtanding the 
teſtimony of Apollinaris and Tertullian. 
6. That the deliverance of the Roman 


army, though ee true, was no 


miracle. 


Of the ſame opinion was the learned Mo- 


ſheim, with whoſe words, as tranſlated by 


Mr. Maclaine, (Vol. i. p. 75. )- I ſhall con- 


elude this long Note: It muſt be care- 
fully obſerved, vs he, that it is an inva- 
riable maxim, univerſally adopted by the 


wiſe and judicious, that no events are to be 


eſteemed miraculous, which may be ratio- 
nally attributed to natural cauſes, and ac- 
counted for by a recourſe to the ordinary 
diſpenſations of Providence. And, as the 


| unexpected ſhower, which reſtored the ex- 


piring force of the Romans, may be eaſily 
explained without riſing beyond the uſual 
and ordinary courſe of Nature, the conclu- 
fion is manifeſt; nor can it be doubtful” in 


what light we are to ee that remarka- 


bog event.” DEG Hiſt,” 1 4 
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in this place. 


tols part of his deſcription of the Creation 
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Believed their God. DIED. | mira- 


cles in their favour—p. 47. 


There ſeems to be ſome tay and 
Shfrutlty' Here. Tf I' rightly comprehend 
my Author's meaning, by their favour he 
underſtands the favour of the Chriſtians, If 
fo, it is certain that neither the Heathen | 
Emperor, nor the Heathen Hiſtorians, give 
us any reaſon to ſuppoſe they believed that 
the Heathen Gods wrought miracles in fa- 
your of the Chriſtians : neither Dio Caſſius, 


nor Capitolinus, nor Lawpridivs ; no, nor 


Themiſtius, though haranguing, as above 
obſerved, before a Chriſtian Emperor. If 
He means in favour of the Heathens bs in 
regular conſtruction he ſhould, They being 
the laſt perſons mentioned) I cannot ſee how 
That is ſufficient, as he'fays, for his preſent 
purpoſe, or how it will bear * —__ Fuſe 


A alerianus ack Chen. 5 7. 


Under theſe Emperors lived the famous 
Critick Longinus, who ſpeaks of the Jewiſh 
Lawgiver as an extraordinary man, and ex- 


a 


1 3 


as 4 noble inſtance of the true Sublime. , 
There is a fragment alfo, at the end of | 
Biſhop Pearce's edition of him, which bears 
the fame honourable teſtimony to the elo- 
quence of St. Paul; for he is there ranked 
with Demoſthenes, Lyſias, and other great 
Orators, and ſaid to be an eminent Leader 
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of a Se, whoſe doctrine was not of the {1184} 
demonſtrative kind. But it ſhould not be =_ 
diſſembled, that Fabricius, and other learn- | 34 
ed men, have ſuſpected that this laſt clauſe 1 
of the fragment has been added by ſome 1 | | 


over-zealous Chriſtian. See Fabric. Biblioth. 
Grec. L. iv. c. 1. T. iv. p. 445. | 
But the teſtimony of Amelius (Longinuvs 
2 fellow - ſtudent) to the truth and excellence 
of St. John's doctrine does not ſeem liable 
to the ſame ſuſpicions. His words, as 
quoted by Euſebius, are Moreover, A- 
melius, a celebrated Philoſopher among the 
Moderns, and a great admirer of the Pla- 
tonick Philoſophy, though he has not men- 
tioned the Evangeliſt's name, bears teſti- 
mony to his doctrine, ſaying, in theſe very 
words,.“ And This plainly was the Logos, 
or Word, by whom, being eternal, were 
made all things that are, as Heraclitus alſo 
would. allow ; 3 and, indeed, the ſame, whom 
Log 2..- as 
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the e affirms to have been in the 


rank and dignity of a Firſt Cauſe, and to 


be with God, and to be God; by whom 


all things were made, and in whom every 


thing that was made has its life and being; 
who, deſcending into body, and putting on 


fleſh, took the form of man; though even 


Then he gave proof of the Majeſty of his 


nature. Nay, and after his diſſolution he 
was Deified again, and is God, the ſame 


he was before he deſcended into body, and 


L 


fleſh, and man,” Prep, Ev. L. ii. c. 19. 
There can be no doubt that the Barbarian 
denotes St. John the Evangeliſt, and that 
be is ſo called, becauſe he was not a Greek, 
although he wrote in Greek. 


But it is not Euſebius only, but Cyril is 7 


Alexandria and Theodoret, that quote. the 


ſame paſſage at full length. Avſtin ſeems 


to mean the ſame perſon by his—Quidam 


Philoſophus, who admired the beginning of 
St. John's Goſpel, and ſaid it deſerved to 


be written in letters of Gold, and to be ſet 
up in every Church, De Civit, Det L. x. 


c. 29. Baſil alſo plainly hints at the ſame 
in theſe words :—* I have known many, who 


are aliens from the word of Truth, and. 
boaſt themſelyes of their worldly wiſdom, 


who 


— 93 — 


1 


who have admired this text, and have alſo : 


dared to inſert. it in their own: Writings.” 
Baſil. Homul. 16. 


The reaſon why Profeſſor Bullet has not 


placed it among his Teſtimonies was, 1 
ſuppoſe, becauſe, though a Heathen teſti- 


d - 


mony, it has been tranſmitted to us only by 
Chriſtian Authors. But, as their accounts 
are confiſtent, and there lies no other ob- 
jection againſt them, I do not ſee why we 
may not admit it as a fair and full een, 
to St. John's Goſpel, the whole of which. 
he ſeems to have read. 


T ſhall conclude this with yy 8 | 4 


of Dr. Lardner, Vol. ii. p. 99: It may be 
' reckoned ſomewhat rendackable, that from 


the ſchool of Plotinus we have ſo many teſ- 
timonies to Chriſtianity. One of his Diſci- 
ples was Porphyry, who wrote ſo learnedly 


and bitterly againſt the Chriſtians. Ame- 
lius, juſt quoted, who had read St. John's 
Goſpel, was another of the ſame ſchool ; 

and Longinus was well acquainted with 


thoſe two Diſciples and their Maſter Plo- 


tinus. I think it may be hence concluded 


that the Learned of that time had ſome 
knowledge of the Chriſtians.” 
i 3 et | 1332 Even 
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the Barbarian affirms to have been in the 
rank and dignity of a Firſt Cauſe, and to 
be with God, and to be God; by whom 
all things were made, and in whom every 
thing that was made has its life and being; 
who, deſcending into body, and putting on 
fleſh, took the form of man; though even 
Then he gave proof of the Majeſty of his 
nature. Nay, and after his diſſolution he 
was Deified again, and is God, the ſame 
he was before he deſcended into body, and 
fleſh, and man,” Prep, Ev. L. ii. c. 19. 
There can be no doubt that the Barbarian 
denotes St. John the Evangeliſt, and that 
he is ſo called, becauſe he was not a Greek, 
dm he wrote in Greek. 1 
But it is not Euſebius _ but Cyril of | 
Alexandria and Theodoret, that quote. the 
ſame paſſage at full length. Auſtin ſeems. 
to mean the ſame perſon by his—Quidam 
Philoſophus, who admired the beginning of 
St. John's Goſpel, and ſaid it deſerved to 
be written in letters of Gold, and to be ſet 
up in every Church, De Civit, Det L. x. 
c. 29. Baſil alſo plainly hints at the ſame 
in theſe words :—* I have known many, who 
are aliens from the word of Truth, - and 
boaſt themſelyes of their worldly wiſdom, 
X who 


T 


who have admired this text, and have alſo : 


dared to inſert it in their own- > Writings.” 
Baſil. Homil. 16. | 


The reaſon why Profeſſor Bullet has not 
placed it among his Teſtimonies was, TI : 


ſuppoſe, becauſe, though a Heathen teſti- 


mony, it has been tranſmitted to us only by 
Chriſtian Authors. But, as their accounts 
are conſiſtent, and there lies no other ob- 
jection againſt them, I do not ſee why we... 
may not admit it as a fair and full teſtimony 
to St. John's Goſpel, the whole of which. 
he ſeems to have read. 

T ſhall conclude this with an ; obſervation. 
of Dr. Lardner, Vol. ii. p. 99: It may be 


reckoned ſomewhat remarkable, that from 


the ſchool of Plotinus we have ſo many teſ- 
timonies to Chriſtianity. One of his Diſci- 


ples was Porphyry, who wrote ſo learnedly 
and bitterly againſt the Chriſtians. - Ame- 
lius, juſt quoted, who had read St. John's 
Goſpel, was another of the ſame ſchool ; 

and Longinus was well acquainted with 
thoſe two Diſciples and their Maſter Plo- 


tinus. I think it may be hence concluded 


that the Learned of that time had ſome 
knowledge of the Chriſtians. 
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Lek JO" the will Uf. 70. | 
I have followed here Mr. Buller s tranſla- 


tion of the Greek, becauſe it gives us a very 
| good ſenſe. At the ſame time, I doubt 


whether it expreſſes the true meaning of the 
original ; for we have but one word in the 
Greek, ia, binding, for all theſe in 
the eee | againſt the will . 


* —Chatity, Hoſpitality, and: the Ser- 


vice of Tables p. 87. 


In Jaljans Greek the words are ey 


. By the firſt of theſe Julian means, as I 
apprehend, the Agape, or Love- feaſts, men- 


tioned by St. Jude, Ep. v. 12. and perhaps 
dy St. Peter, Ep. 2, c. ii. v. 13. where, in⸗ 


ſtead of 'Anaraic, many learned men, ſup- 


ported by good e r have us 
- read 'Ayaurai;. | | 


By the ſecond he cheats that hoſpitable 


: reception which the firſt Preachers of the 


Goſpel met with from their Converts ; ſuch 


1 ff.... Tor os | 


paretov, the import 
| — which does not ſeem to be fully expreſ- 
ſed in the French or Engliſh tranſlation. 
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as Zaccheus gave to our Saviour, Luke xix. 
and Jaſon to Paul and Silas, Acts xvii. 7. in 


both which places the word which we tranſ- 
late receive is yrodeyopear in the Greek. 


By the third expreſſion is ads 
meant the daily miniſtration, or relief of the 


Poor, mentioned Acts vi. 2. which, grow- 
ing too burthenſome to the Apoſtles, occa- 
ſioned their ordaining St. Stephen and ſix 
other perſons for that buſineſs, called on 
that account J;axoms:, Deacons, or Miniſters. 

The learned Emperor, by ufing 
words, ſhews us that he had read the Chriſ- 


tian , Scriptures with great diligence and ob- 


ſervation ; though, like other Infidels, with 


: great prejudice and perverſeneſs ; for ſure 


one may call it ſo, to compare the firſt - 
Teachers of Chriſtianity to kidnappers, and 
to turn their very Virtues (univerſal Yohe- 
volence and love of enemies) into Vices. 
Here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, once 
for all, that theſe extracts from Julian, as 
well as many other of my Author's quota- 
tions, are rather abridgments than tranſla- 
tions; and therefore F hope the learned 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed or ſurpriſed, 
if he does not always find the tranſlation 
anſwering in every reſpeQ to the original: 


for, 


| theſs 
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for, though I have kw upon me to reQify | 


my\ Author's miſtranſlations, I do not pre- 
tend to write new abridgments, but con- 
tent myſelf with ee * Reader to Oe 
#5, Un ba £ | 


1 


—Rebuilding « Temple of Jer 


_ falem—p. 91. 


9 esl a W and i ingenious Diſſertation 
on this ſubject by the preſent Biſhop of 
_ Glouceſter, in his Julian. See alſo his ob- 


ſervations confirmed by his friend Dr. Jortin» 
Ee. Hiſt. V. iii. p. 377—398. But it is 


always proper and equitable audire alteram 
partem: for, as the Wiſe King ſays, Prov. 
xviii. 17, He that is firſt in his own cauſe 
ſieemeth juſt; but his neighbour cometh 
and ſearcheth him, ſheweth his reaſoning 
to be, though ingenious, (ingenioſiùs, ſays 


Moſheim, quam neceſſe erat) yet weak and 


inconcluſive. See therefore Moſheim like; 


wiſe, Inſt. H. E. p- 148. and die 
e er ee Vol. iv. p. 4p—71:; + 0 


I freely own that Dr. A 1 
tions have made me ſuſpend my belief of 
the truth of this Hiſtory, eſpecially the 

marvellous parts, the indelible croſſes paint- 


ed 


ww MM Ä—W.. c 
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ed on men's bodies or garments, as trifling 
and unſuited to the dignity. obſervable in 
the Divine Works; and I am» inclined to 
liſten to*the prudent caution given by Mo- 
ſheim, on a ſimilar occaſion, concerning 
another eroſs; namely, that which appeared 
to Conſtantine in the heavens, and gave him 
aſſurance of victory: Caveamus, ne veterum 
Chriſtianorum narrationibus de ætatis ſuæ mi- 
raculis acriùs defendendis in ipſam Majeſta- 
tem Dei et ſanctiſſimam Religionem — injurii 
ſimus. Moſheim de Reb. Chriſt. Urn 


. N een 


On this occaſion 1 cannot cem ben : 


ing. and adopting the ſentiments of Dr. 
Jortin, who is ſo candid as to allow: us to 


heſitate, or even to diſſent, which, in the 


eyes of ſome men, is a high affront: While 
exalted Geniuſſes, he ſays, diſcern with a 
kind of intuitive knowledge, they who have 
leſs penetration. may be permitted, now and 
then, where reaſon and religion are not in- 


jured by it, to pauſe and doubt. Not that 


doubting is deſirable and pleaſant; but it is 


rather better than affirming ſtron gly upon 
ſlender proofs, or taking opinions upon truſt.” 


Remarks on Ec. Hiſt. Preface. ab 1 
1 3 Au Julian 
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1 
A: ee alſo If ſpeaks of =p. 92. 


The Writer of this Hiſtory, ahough he 
agrees with the Biſhop of Glouceſter, in the 
main point, the miraculous defeat of Julian's 


attempt, differs from him in ſome. particu- 
lars, and diſlikes his manner of reaſoning. 
Mr. Warburton, ſays he, p. 212, ac- 


knowledges that Julian, in this 


fragment, 


ſpeaks of the miracle which hindered the 
rebuilding of the Temple of Jeruſalem; but 
will not allow that this miraculous event is 


ſignified by theſe words, TPTOYy Gvarprrrrevroc, 


a third time demoliſhed : He pretends that 
the three demolitions meant by Julian are 
Theſe: The firſt by the Aſſyrians; the ſe- 
cond by Herod the Great, when he rebuilt 
the Temple with more magnificence than it 
had been built at the return from the cap- 


tivity ; and the third by the Roman army. 
The reaſons he goes upon, for En 


from the common opinion, are theſe : 


1. The Greek word dba rpm, over- 


thrown, expreſſes a ſubverſion. properly ſo 
called. Now, when Providence fruſtrated 
Julian's project, He did not wait till it was 


put in execution, before he ſet himſelf a- 
gainſt it: He threw obſtacles in its way 
| from 


F 


from the very beginning. The T emple was 
not finiſhed, and conſequently was not de- 
ſtroyed. One cannot, therefore, in ſtrict- 
neſs, make uſe of Julian's words againſt 
himſelf, without doing violence to the text. 

2. The words sep $8 nu, not raiſed 
up even to this day, cannot, with any pro- 
priety, be applied to a Tem ple ce 
but two months before. 

I anſwer. It is not agreed on 9 9 
ly, that Herod entirely demoliſhed the Tem- 
ple of Zorobabel. Many learned men, upon 
good grounds, maintain, that This- Prince 
only added to and embelliſhed it. In reality, 
the Jews never . reckoned. more: than two 
Temples ; that of Solomon, and that of 
Zorobabel. To add to and embelliſh the 
latter, in order to render it more ſumptuous, 
cannot be looked upon as a misfortune, .2 
grievous demolition, a demolition to be la- 
mented : for, on the contrary, it was mat- 
ter of joy to the Jews to ſee their Temple 
raiſed with more magnificence than it bad 
before. Now Julian ſpeaks here only of 
grievous deſtructions, nden that were | 
conſidered as calamities. | 
The two reaſons of Mr. Warburton — 


extremely weak. In . to deſtroy an 
8 edifice 


— — — — 
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edifice it is not neceſſary that it be 5 niſhed. 


The Temple of Jeruſalem having been over- 
thrown th the Aſſyrians and by the Romans, 
and a Divine interpoſition hindering that 


building, which was lately begun, from 


being completed, "what reaſon can there be 
why we may not ſay, in ſpeaking of this 
Temple two months after this laſt event, 
that it com not "On . 8 even to 
m wy ow | BY 


— The difficulty of akg the it 
., —Diſcourſe, p. 115. 


Mr. Gibbon thinks the tranſition from 


| Adee) to Chriſtianity, at that _ to be 
very eaſy. N 


„When Chriſtianity ppb" in "the 


world. he ſays, a faſhion of incredulity was 
communicated from the Philoſopher to the 


Man of Pleaſure or Buſineſs, from the No- 


ble to the Plebeian, and from the Maſter to 
the menial Slave, who waited at his table, 
and eagerly ue to the freedom of his 


converſation.” And, the populace being 
thus prediſpoſed, by the ſcepticiſm” of their 


| Superiors, and by their love of the Marvel- [ 
lous 985 "Supernatural, „ an object mueh 


80 


a puta . 5 1 e 
6 am deine m6 think that this Aeta 
tati on correſpondꝭ more with the Authar's 
noehy imaginstien tl 
things: for I cann 
the Vulgar ate” {6 ach 
by the writings or tlie diſcourſes of their 
ſceptical Superichs, to part with their ole 
_ ſuperſtitions, 'thoup 
low the example of thoſe abbye, them in 
v. 5 en 1 | 
There Sende to be no reaſon my aa 


e helf that 


that ſuch a Reverence, as he [ſpeaks of, 
would operate any y further than to fill them 


with doübts and apßprehenfions, concerning 


the truth of thaſe, doctrines, to which they 


had yielded the zümplicit, belief. It 


could hardly induce them to abandon a Re- 


e 
1 


pous; much leſs wou 
to embrace. a new;Religion, whole, morality 
10 evere wr die ſting, ; and whole, 
precepts d were re exclain en as n 


v 5 | The 


an wi . reality of 


3 | either 


*prone” enough, to fol- 
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The Popiſb as well ae the Pagan, Super- 
Rition is abſurd and ridiculous, to ſay no. 
worſe : and yet the well-known and faſhion- 
able inkdelity of the Papiſts of higher rank, 


and underſtanding does not make the Val D 
leſs tenaciqus of it; for they are a 


Inſtead of convincing. us with reatoning, N 


Mr. Gibbon diverts us here with deſerip- 
tion : but whoever would ſee the contrary 


opinion ſupported with good- argument, by 
2 very able Writer, way conſult the ninth 
A of Mr. Weſton's 1 into 
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2 Work of the pions and eloquent Biſhop 


Taylor, in which He handles the fame fub- 

ot we oy n ook of | f "and 
dee the Biſhop's Moral Demonſtiaticn 

b. n in 775 from p. 55 to p. 2% 
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Their Grock is not j J 1 Pl 35 


The lower we ſet the learning and elo⸗ 
quence 'of the Apoſtles, the mote we” raiſe 
the wonder of theit ſucceſs. And yet ſome 
learned Chriſtians have taken a deal of need- 
lefs pains to demonſtrate the purity, and nog 
1 the eloquence of theit ſtyle. | 

Chr ſoſtom tells us a pleaſant ſtory to. 
this purpoſe, in one of his Homilies. 

. L once heatd, ſays. he, 4 ES 
: Chriſtian diſputiog together very ridiculouſ- 
ly, each of them maintaining what made 
moſt agaiiiſt him: In fact, the Pagan ſaid 
what the Chtiſtian ought to have faid, and. 
the Chriſtian made ſuch reply as: the Pa- 

gan ſhould have made to the Chriſtian. 
The conteſt was about St. Paul and Plato: 
the Pagan laboufed to ſhew that St. Paul 
was a man of no education or knowledge z 
and the Chriſtian, in pure fimplicity, en- 
deavoured to prove that St. Paul was more 
eloquent than Plato. Mow iii. ene 1K 
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| 1 aa into their Bci) 
| greateſt villains—p. 131. 


Ig 35 o Sr 
1 beg leave t to tranſcribe Here an-obſerya-, 


tion of our elegant Hiſtorian, Mr. Gibhon: . 
« It is a very ancient reproach, days, he, p. 
479... ſuggeſted by the .ignorance or malice z 
of infidelity, that the Chriſtians allured into 
their party the moſt atrocious criminals, 
who, as ſoon as they were touched by a ſenſe 
of remorſe, were eaſily | perſuaded to waſh 
away, in the water of baptiſm, the guilt of 
their paſt conduct; for which the Temples 
cf the Gods refuſed to grant them any ex- 
piation. But this | reproach, when it is 
cleared from miſrepreſentation. contributes 
as much to the honour as it did to the in- 
creaſe of the Church. The friends of 
Chriſtianity may acknowledge, without a 
bluſh, that many of the moſt eminent Saints 
had been, before their baptiſm, Oh. NT 
abandoned of fingers,” 061175213 907 Das 

Tertullian thought this objectiou W 
to the honour of the Church, and; in re- 
plying to it, ſays, very acutely: 4 Their 
hatred blinds them ſo, they do not ſee, that, 
while” they” mean to condemn, they really 


juſtify us.” Cæcitate odii in ſuffragium i im- 
| Tos." 
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: pingunt. And, a little after, « $0.0ur pro- 
feſſion is owned to be the cauſe of our re- 
formation.” Ita nomen <mendationi 3 impu- 
Air Apolog. 1 
The friends of Chriſtianity NTT have 
been better pleaſed, if Mr. Gibbon bad 


cleared this old reproach from miſrepreſen- 


tation, and ſhewn the bright, as well as 
the dark, fide of the caſe, They may ſee 
Both _— well performed Nin Dr. . Watſon, 


Apol. p. 9 ede 


125 Nin r en 7 4 


l 1 Chriffian and Catholic 


ct ene, 0 Pet TAG ech 


Far z apt to think that the —_ Catho- 
| lick Profeſſor would' have added the Engliſh 
to the F rench and Spaniſh Monarchs, had 
he been appriged that our Henry VIII. ac 


quired the title of Defender, po the Faith, 


$7 4.5 TS 


by writing i in defence of Popery againſt the 


Lutheran, impiet "4 46. his, , Holineſs at Rome 


Was leaſed to call the Reformation. See A 


Letter 'of Thanks: froh Pepe Leo "I to 
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1 populace nly—p. I 70. 5 


What has been faid on this point 5 Mr, 
Gibbon, who cannot be charged with be- 
ing too favourable in his repreſentation of 
the primitive Chriſtians, may, with pro- 

riety and ſatisfaQion to the Reader, be in- 
3 ow Here: | 
„ Our ſerious thoughts will ſuggeſt to us, 

that the Apoſtles themſelves were choſen by 
Providence among the Fiſhermen of Galilee; 
and that, the lower we depreſs the tempo- 
ral condition of the firſt Chriſtians, the 
more reaſon we ſhall find to admire their 
merit and ſucceſs. It is incumbent on us 
diligently to remember, that the Ki! ngdom | 
pf Heayen was promiſed to the 59a 
Tit ; and that minds afflicted 533 
and the contempt of mankind, beruf 
| liſten to the Divine pramiſe of future happi- 
neſs; while, on the contrary, the fortunate 
are ſatisfied with the p poſſeſſion of this world, 
and the wiſe abuſe, in doubt and diſpute, 


their vain ſuperiority of 1 e and SOON? 
| _” P. 7 


4 
L bu , 1 4 
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ages Scholars, and Philoſophers— 
P. 172. 


See br. Powal's anfiwer to this objettion, 
in bis maſterly Diſcourſes, lately publiſhed 
by Dr. Balguy. Powell's Sermons, p. 178. 

But the whole of that Diſcourſe highly de- 
ſerves to be read. For the Doctor has there 
given a new turn and additional force to the 


argument, by contraſting the different and i in- 


confiſtent charges of th: the Heathens, and 
ſhewing, that not only the truths whi 
they have acknowledged, but even the falſe- 
Hoods: which they have invented concerning 


the Chriſtians, help to confirm the truth of 


their Religion. 


Beſides, I ; is a ſufficient 1 of the 


rl Chriſtians from the miſrepreſentations 


of them, in a late elegant. but uncandid 


Hiſtory, though written long before — 
3 Hiſtory made its appearance. 5 


| hut education and cuſtom—p. 17 is. 


Woaßh ot propetfy un anſwer, is a full 


confutation of what Mr. Gibbon advances, 
het human reaſon: bad alteady obtained 
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an n eaſy triumph oyer the folly. of * 5 
p. 503 and elewhete. F 


{ 


—Ecernal ch aſter. Gent 
for VOL |. 177. 2 1 


The expectation of this happineſs Mr. 
Gibbon admits as one of the five ſecondary | 
cauſes of the rapid growth of the Chriſtian 
Church, but ſtrengthened with ſome addi- 
tional motives, which, by working upon 
the hopes and fears of the Pa ans, he thinks, 
might induce them to embrace Chriſtianity; 
ſuch as the denunciation of the approaching 
end of the World; the promiſe, to the 
Saints, of a thoutind years reign upon earth 
with Chriſt ;. and the menace of eternal pu- 
| niſhment to the wicked and unbelieving. 
The four cauſes, beſides the foregoing, 
which he aſſigns, are, I. The inflexible and 
intolerant zeal of the Chriſtians. 2. The 
miraculous powers aſcribed to the primitive 
Church. 3: The Hure and auſtere morals 
of the Chriſtians. 4. The union and diſci- 
Pie of the Chriſtian Republick.. 

If his two primary cauſes, 1 a, con- 
vincing evidence and an oyer-ruling Provi- 


dence, are ſufficient to; ee for ſo, won- 
| derful 


1 299 ] 


derful an event, Ve ſtand in no need of his 
five ſecondary. cauſes, . And, if the former 
are not ſufficient, though he ſhould add five 


more to.the latter, they will not do the buſi- 
neſs without a Divine interpoſition. , Tis 


nodus Deo dignus. For, as Dr. Powell well 
obſeryes, ber Wbether the quick growth of 


8 1 Chriſtianity was itſelf miraculous, or was the 
natural effect of other miracles, either perpe- 


tually performed, or plainly related, in any 


vie w it is certain, that our Religion was not 


introduced into the world by the power and 


wiſdom of man, but by the immediate inter 


poſition and authority of God, p, 168. 


Therefore we cannot thank him foe preſent- 
ing us with ſo. many ſecondary cauſes, nar 
for new-vamping the ohjections of ancient 
and modern Adverſaries, as if they had never 
been anſwered. It is an inſidious preſent. 
We count ſuch ſpecious gifts no gifts, but 
Eu For the manifeſt tendency—ifnot the 
deſign— of them is, to inſtil into the unwa- 
ry Reader's mind the notion, That Chriſtia- 


_nity might, have, made the, ſurpriſing pro- 


greſs, e it did, by means merely hu- 


r 1 „ gx we 
F it Nn be owned, it is very 
alben in a perſon who i is \voyilling to al- 
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| Intemperate in their — of the Chir 
Ttians ; or that the Blood of Martyrs could, 


with me ene r e | 


the Church. 


For this unfair dealing 1 wid OY 


that reprove him: * On public occalions, 
the Philoſophical part of mankind: affect to 
treat with reſpect and decency the Religious 

Inſtitutions of their country; but their ſecret 
- contempt penetrates through the thin and 
aukward diſguiſe” Hiſt. p. 505. See theſe 
Cauſes proved to be either inadequate, or re- 


Pugnant to the attainment of the propoſed 


end, by Dr. Watſon, whoſe learned Apolo- 
gy I had not the pleaſure of peruſing, till 


after I had written my nr on Mr. 


Oibbon 8 Book. 


| mia 8 Letter to Trajan. Cont. 


Prooſe, 198. 21 
be great Pexrſon is of the ſame opinion 
with our Author, and treats this Letter of 


„Tiberian as genuine. See his Vindiciæ Ig- 


Hatii. And fo does the ingenious Dr. Mid- 
dleton, whom no one will ſuſpect of being 
too eaſy of belief. See his Inquiry. How- 


ES over, it "Ra be owned, that the ; Perſons 
who 


[ 


who have kaistsised b ee 
are much more numerous, and their 
ments more convincing. See ou 
crodvced and ſupported by Dr. Jortin, i in hi 


: We 2 oy 5 


Joſeph's Teſtimony, p. 21 7. 
I was once inclined to think, that this 


_ repreſentation might come' originally, though 


not totally, from the hand of Joſephus, and 


that it had afterwards received a higher co- 
louring from ſome other hand; d ped 


reject that conceit, and am perſuaded, that 
no part of it ene from he TDI 


| Jewiſh Hiſtorian, 


Chriſtian Religion 


For, 1. It is never übe a he or 
quoted by any of the early Apologiſts for the 
$ \ though it would hart 
been much to their purpoſe, againſt both 


Jews and Heathens: Euſebius, who flou- 


fiſhed in the Fourth century, is thes bc 


5 mme Writer that mentions it... 


2. It is not well connected, eee 
obſerves, and as Tillemont is forced to ow, 
en e e eee in 
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= It is uſual tothe genera eben, 
of 


* 


t 


efijoleptus; who mn n 
@ Chriſtian: | 
In ſhort, He who wrote this muſt have 
been 4 Chriſtian; and 
makes no  ſcrupls to ſay he verily believes it 
was a T:xvzopa, or fineſſe, of Euſebius. 
And Dr: Lardner has pointed out ſeveral paſ- 
ſages in Euſebivs, which ſhew a Kmilkcity 
of ſtyle and expreſſion between Him and the 
ſuppoſed Interpolator of pr ron | 158 his 
IId Vol. Preface, p. 11.7 4 


's 1 = 


© There are many tocher ſtrong objeRtionn 


againſt the authenticity of this celebrated Paſ- 
ſage, which may be ſeeh in Lardner's Works, 


Vol, I. P. 151163, and Preface to Vol. II. 


As to the laſt and ableſt Champion i in this 

expiring Cauſe, He has left it ex poſed to 
many of the Objections there en 
le has, indeed, greatly ſoftened and qualifi- 
ed his Tranſlation; and bepcmddeled. the 
Original, in ſuch manner, that it has not 
quite ſo much the appearanee of a rank and 


ſtupid Forgery; as Biſhop W. ſtyles it. But 


Then he has taken ſuch liberties with the 
Text, as no perſon of ſound judgment can 
think ought to be taken with any Ancient 
Writings. He turns d, true, into &, 


was; * gur n into: yidiay, their 
1 5 own; 


1 
* 
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tanaquil Faber 


CY — — OY — nad and — —_— > ks 1 


my od. 


(at 


own ; without ſo much as pretendin g to the. 
authority of any Manuſcripts, and in oppo- 
ſition to many Quotations of the Paſſage, 
according to the common reading, by other 
ancient Authors. See an Anonymous Diſſer- 


tation, printed at Oxford. 2. 4 4 { 
OWece. 


At the ſame time, it muſt 
He has diſplayed great ingeniouſneſs in the 
way of conjecture, in order tg make the Pa- 
ragraph leſs exceptionable; But mere unſup- 
ported Conjectures will hardly be admitted 


by ſober Ci icks cient. Writjags, 
eveneupon i indiffe 11. L Ane in — 
ters; much leſs can they be ee of, 


where Religion is concerned. And,after all, 
« Why ſhould we be ſo much concerned, 


as Dr. Lardner obſerves, Vol. p-. 174. 
about any defects in this Hiſtorian' 8 regard 
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other cauſe, ſo deviated from the Truth, as to 
e Iment of: the/ancient-Jewiſh 


| Prophecies. concerning the Meſſiah to Veſpa-- 


ſian, an idolatrous Prince, who was not a Jew 


by deſcent, nor by Religion ; who was nei- 
ther of che Church. nor of * Seed of I- 


racl.” e361 15) $54 + Mg £149 n. 
ww FINES 


=> —— 
CNS „ — 


— — PO I OTE KA 4 
OE Ae FO FEI ATE 42” 
— bom 9 ** * . * a - 
* 


or from Klß intereſted 
views: or from a: miſtaken judgment, or ſome 
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32. 
5.—Himſelf an Artificer Celia 1 
# Or. L. 1, n. 28, L. 6, n. 34. 
tttunre.—elſus in Or. L. 6, n. 75, 
GP" company of Fiſhermen, illite | 
rate, unpoliſhed, ignorant, &. 8 
6 N Celſus 


[ 
Calſus in Or, L. I. 841265 L.. 0; 
88. Porphyry in Jerom on Palm gr. 
44 „L. 1, p. 3% VLactant. 
8 Lag. Ze. Gregory: Nazian. againſt 
+ - - Julias, Disc. 4. -Qhrpſaſion in Ho- 
ih 4. 40 tho iſt chap. of the x 
| Ep. to the Corinth. Celle in 
L. S, . 46. Cyril, b. 6. 
— gave himſelf ont forthe Moti, 
the gon of God, OCelſus in Or. L. 3, 
1 K. A1. and L. 4. n, a, L. 2. 
a nn. 78, L. 34.0. 19. Pliny to 
r Cyril, Leb. See Proof 13. 
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mene ſe refined, that 


eaſon could not Celſus in Or. L. 3, 
hs 2 n. 7 L. 1, n. 9. Trypho in Juſtin 
Mart. Dial. p. 164. Lucian in Phi- 
Ilapatris Galen. L. 2, e. 4. Theo- 
on philus of Antipehb, L. 2, p. 348, 38r, 
7 $$$0:399+ Tatiav. p. 270. Cy- 
pPrian to Demetr. near the end. Pli- 
/ DY's Letter to Trajan. Tertullian. 
C. 1. and 27. Minucius 
Felix. Acta Procanſularia Martyrum 
Scill. Auſtin de Civitate Dei, L.-19,: 


„. . Diſc. 
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ſo pure; that lis enemies 


Mahn Nnueide Felix p. 3 1. Oyril, L. 6: 


nme, his Diſeiples te A8ee the 


book Toledoth Jeſchu, in che fol- 


R bY lowing proof and the ryth; 4 : 
2 2.—Aſcribdd the itftiracles+—8te:the Trea- 


-—-.-/tifon'theSanhedrim in the Talmud, 
fol. 430 Wagenſeil's Tela Ighea Sa- 
— +0 tans, Tom. u p- 18g. Atta Sti. 


on yeh Pioni. Bollandus. "Ferwdllidn cont. 


n . 


el 9 — Chryſoſtom on Pſalm 
ad „ Sthl r Bibli des Peres de Mar- 


r garin. «T4; Iadote of Seville de 
= Fate Pom. Ox - Gellus'in Or. 
"+; 3th 1 L. 1, . 6 L. 4, n. 
J or! T2 67. 68, 71 Ling n. 187% L. 3» on 


381-28, L. 1, 


27, L. 8, n. 48, . 
a 9 M. Apoll zr . 30. Atnohits, L. 1, 
p. 25, Lactantius L. , 0 g, L. 4, 
ng. Julian in Cyril, L. 67" Auſtin 
ent e. 35. _ Ditto de Harmonia 

| Var ; a4) BA - ls l | 
84% Tacitus 


J av 3 ae. »Celſus in 


Or. os * pan 8, 9.9 1. 0 n. 34. 
4 8 LOSS - Minv- 


ad WES ———— - Cyril, L. * * 
1 Diſciples averred he was riſen— 
Oirigen, L. 2, n. 59. Juſtin's Dial; 


with Trypho, n. 108. Galatin 1 


Arc. Dei LD. 92 a 


1 5. e the power of nevtotiinicy—Afta 


Sti. Pionii, e: 3 in Bollandus: 
1 6.—Taken and coneealed by Judas—See 
© Toledoth"Jeſtht in Proof 12. 


17.— 
Wo 33 oro of Tacitus, at p. 4 of this 


Hiſtory, and Joſeph. Antiq. L. 20, 
c. 8. Celſus in Orig: L. 3, n. 7. 
18 Ok the contrary This Religion gained 
19.— new-- ſtrength, and fromm Judæa 
gSee the forementioned teſtimony of 
| Tacitus, and Hieronymus de Sancta 
PFide, L. 1, e. 5 Auſtin de Civit. 


SB. Dei, L/ 6, c. 11. Dio Caſſius, L. 37. 


Julian in Cyril, L. 10. 


= preached it wrought miras 2 


cles, which were attributed to Ma- 


r gie. See Galatins Arcana Veritatis 


Catholice, p. 658, 9, and Baronii 


155 nde es, Toa 15 an, 635 par- 8, Sue - 


ctonũi Nero. Origen e. Cell. L. 2, 


01k n. e c. Julian, L. 3, 10. 
of add mol Þ 1 : Auſtin, 


us F. pi 22, 5 e, 


fter the death of Jeſus Ser the teſs 
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ci Auſtin, L. I, de eee Evan- 
EKekliſt. c. 9, 10, ene * 
18, Jane 
21 .- Uttecell predidtions Vbich 8e Ori g. 
„ee Cel. L. a, 0.234. 6:19:40 | 
2 arne Jews ſettled at Rome had. —See 
| Suctonius's Life of Claudius, c. 25, 
;;and; Tertullian's Apologet. c. 3. Lac- 
8 " tantins's Infit. L. 4 c. ., | 
i | 1 tenth year of Nero's reien See 
* 34+ + 1+ ARIEL e L. 16. Suetonii 
Nero. Seneca, Ep. 14. Jatenal, 3 
Sat. 1 and Sat.. ** with his Old 
| Scholiaſt. 35111. Ai 1D it vogt Am, 85 
26 en this time lived Adpaienins—- 
Wo lece follows an abridgment of Phi- 
=. loſtratus's Life, of Apallonius, in 11 
" | | quarto pages. K Sil hai 
5 | 27.—Veſpaſun going to take poſſeiſſion 
it See Tacitus's Hiſtory, L. 41 c. 80, 
„ 3 81, and Suctonius's Veſpaſian, o. 7. 
| -. See alſo the "ems. the 


place. 
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1 e eee hundred chouſand Jews peng 
i | -cd—Sec Joſephus. 
5 26-4-ThdDiviegraigranty diſplayed teſclf— 
8 - Here follows an account of the Signs 
= 4.84 and Predictions of their ruin, from 

FT | | * 
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A. „neee sel allo Ga- 


latin, 1 4, C. 8. Wagenſeil, * 2 Ig 
p. 31. Taciti Hiſt. L. 5. c. 15. 


Ren 6, c. 29. 
1 is ie in che Talmud, 'that when 
| man Tal- 
— reer abel C. Helec. 
in Galatin, . „ 6 2/201, 
31. — Jeſus" of Nazareth * the time 
when 8e Proof 134m. 
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cles See roof 1i2 
n his death the — people 


44. p- 10. ada. [#11 i Sir - 


0; iProof/2070h th commuting 
36 They: had much 1 


Trypho, n. 8. „ ain. 


$7 rain, Heath Hiltorlan—Sce- 


the Verſion of Euſebius's Chronic. 


lanby Irensus, and Lac: de Mortibus 
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32:—He proved this character by the men- 


5 


781 8ce Joſephus, and Wagenſeil, F. 2 


34:—t appears bythe mops Buſnsge 's 
HHiſt. of the Jews, L. 3. C gin 12. 
35 bey would not 0 their N 


derte nhade conti- 
1! 4 nedoYees and, Dialogue with : 


hy 


N a hd 


38.—In Pliny 's Lettet— See p. 16 of this 
39.— Hiſtory.— Dio in Xiphilin. 7 
Cl acknowledged that they wor- 
eg da, ſhipped— See Juven. Sat. 14. Nil! 


præter nubes et cœli Numen adorant. 
+ ,«Celſus in Orig. L. 5, n. 6. Taciti 
.Hiſtor, L. 5. Effigiem Animalis. 
auen, writes — See his Domitian, 
Nile 9 I nr ni 


62 See Julian's Letter to Last 


43.—Dio in Xiphilin. Life of Donn. 


44.—Tacitus's Annals, Is 13. n. 32. 


45.—Pliny's Letters to Trajan— 


46.—Baſnage's Hiſtory: of thei Jews] E. 7, 


C. 11, n.14, and L. 8, c. 1. Galatin 
de arcanis Catholice veritatis, p. 200, 
201. Joſeph. Antiq. L. 8, c. 2. 
47. e Letter at the end. of Juſtin's | 
3 -  @&&tApolapy. oi . 
48. —Lampridius's Life of- the: Emperor 
Ae Alen: 8 
. Life: of Subdeadinan: 
50 eee e Hiſtory of the Jews, PO 2, 
5 5 C. 3, p. en 2 ee. N 
51 —— E. 3. ae, L. 1, ni G, L. 6, 
-..'n. 8, L. 61 n½ , L. ien 51 1 
n $3464 8, . 4% L. n. 3. 
L. 8, * 39. 49, 69. Lucian in 
his 
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his Philopatris. Tertulliau's Apolog. | 


n. 23. Acta Sti. Achætis, in Rui- 
art's Collection. Arnobius; L. 1. 


de Inearnatione Verbi, n. 47. 48. 
/{ Theodoret's Hiſt. Eccl:- Ls 3. e. 3. 


Stegory Nazianzen, Diſc.” 3> * : 


Jung.” Cyril, L. 10. 
52 Fuſebius-s Ecclef. Hiſtory, L. 4, c. 1 z. 


53 —Baſnage' $ Hiſtory of hs 19775 L. 3. 


23 n. 4. 1 


54. —Lacian' 8 Hiſtory of tic Death! of re. | 


regrinus, | | 
55. Baſnage ditto. 
S Merens Autelius's Moral Reflections 
Lit 11, Refl. 
57.—Euſebids „Eeclef. Hiftory, E: 5. 8 . 
58.—Dio in Marcus Ammian 2 
59.—Sce Proof i222. 
60. —Baſnage ditto.” 


61.—Spartian' s Life of S p. 70. Ba- 


Ei ronius, Ann. 204. p- 12. 4 
62.—Cæcilius in Miaacius Felix, P. 21. 
Tertullian's Apol. c. 1. 


63.—Tertullian $ Apol. c. 48. S 


64. Life of Caracalla, p. 95. 
65. Minucius Felix, p. #14 3 
60, abs WEE Felix, i& 9, XFx.17 


X 3 67.—Lam- 


Ladtantius, L. 4, 0. 7. Athanaſius 
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 67.—Lampridins's Life ol Heliogabalus 


L 1e 1 


p- 102. — 


68 ee 8 Life 5 Alexander, p. 12 23 


1879, 130, 1, 2, 
enn L. 5, C. 1 
e concerning this cruel Tyrant, 

Capitolinus, Herodian, and Zoſimus. 
71.—Aga Martyrum, by Ruinart. 


72.— Cyprian, Letter 80. Ruinart's Acta M. 


7 3. ,—Euſebius' 8 Eccleſ. Hiſtory, L. of; C. 13. 


74.—Euſebius's Preparatio 28 L. 5, o. l. 
575. Barenius ad Ann. . 
76.—8e Reference 85. 

77.—Lucius Oecilius de Morte Perſecuto- 


rum T N. 18. ee 


78.—Euſebius's Eccleſ. Hit. 1. g, e. _ 
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being taken dangerouſly ill, has been the 
oecaſion both of the publication being re- 


ö Err not being nee the marks There 


uſed, has inadvertently, miſled the Printer, 
and occafioned his printing many words in 


Ttalicks; which required no'ſuch-diftinion, - 


He hopes, therefore, the judicious and cans; - 
did Reader will not look for any peculiar - 


force or importance in ſuch words, but im- 


pute the error to its true cauſe. 


The perſon who was to correct the 8 


tarded, and of ſeveral errors Regina = 2 
into the text, which the canli 
intreated to overlook. | 


ERRAT A. 


Pur ACE, E repetable— 


T&ANSLATION, p. 35. after the words Commodus, who— 
inſert the following words: perſecuted the Chriſtians _ 
were—P. by ſtrike out the two Greek words—p. 145, ww 

out the whole firſt line—p. 14 47: ſtrike out the words lotings's 
Life by Porphyry—p. 179. after the word Chriſtians, I. 7, in- 
fort Objefiion VII. p. 261, 1 5- for polearur read ee | 
—P. 263. for Tranſlator read Tranſlater. 


